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Some fun lines and famous quotations 
 
Wagner has lovely moments but awful quarters of an hour. Gioacchino Rossini (1792-1868) 
Wagner's music has some wonderful moments but awful half hours. Gioacchino Rossini 
Wagner's music is better than it sounds. Mark Twain (1835-1910) 
Wait for that wisest of all counselors, Time. 
Wait until it is night before saying that it has been a fine day. French Proverb 
Waiter: Unemployed actor. 
Waiting is a trap.  There will always be reasons to wait...The truth is, there are only two things in 

life, reasons and results, and reasons simply don't count. Robert Anthony 
Wake not a sleeping lion. 
Wake not a sleeping wolf. William Shakespeare 
Wake up, America. Augustus P. Gardner 
Wake up and smell the chaos! Dennis Miller 
Walk softly and carry a big stick. 
Walk till the blood appears on the cheek, but not the sweat on the brow. Spanish Proverb 
Walls have ears. Shelton & Hazlitt & English Proverb & Chinese Proverb & Korean Proverb 
Walls have ears, and little pots too. South African Proverb 
Walls have ears, bottles have mouths. Japanese Proverb 
Walls have ears, paper sliding doors have eyes. Japanese Proverb 
Walt Disney didn't die.  He's in suspended animation. 
Wanna do something big? Pick up a boulder. 
Want is a growing giant whom the coat of Have was never large enough to cover. Ralph Waldo 

Emerson (1803-1882) 



Want to forget all your troubles? Wear tight shoes. 
Wanted, Dead or Alive: Schrödinger's Cat. 
War:  A by-product of the arts of peace... Ambrose Bierce 
War can protect; it cannot create. Alfred Whitehead 
War challenges virtually every other institution of society; the justice and equity of its economy, the 

adequacy of its political systems, the energy of its productive plant, the bases, wisdom and 
purposes of its foreign policy. Walter Millis 

War destroys men, but luxury destroys mankind; at once corrupts the body and the mind. John 
Crowne 

War does not determine who is right only who is left. Bertrand Russell 
War does not determine who is right, war determines who is left. 
War doesn't determine who's right, just who's left. Our dreams are as real, while they last, as the 

occurrences of the daytime. We see, hear, feel, act, experience pleasure and suffer pain, as 
vividly and actually in a dream as when awake. The occurrences and transactions of a year are 
crowded into the limits of a second: and the dream remembered is as real as the past occurrences 
of life. Albert Pike (1809-1891) 

War, he sung, is toil and trouble; Honour but an empty bubble. John Dryden (1631-1700) 
War, hunting, and love, are as full of trouble as pleasure. Thomas Fuller 
War is a game that is played with a smile. If you can't smile, grin. If you can't grin, keep out of the 

way till you can. Sir Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill (1874-1965) 
War is a profane thing. Norman Schwarzkopf 
War is an ugly thing, but not the ugliest of things: the decayed and degraded state of moral and 

patriotic feeling which thinks nothing worth a war, is worse... A war to protect other human 
beings against tyrannical injustice; a war to give victory to their own ideas of right and good, and 
which is their own war, carried on for an honest purpose by their own free choice- is often the 
means of their regeneration. John Stuart Mill (1806-1873) 

War is death's feast. 
War is hell. William Tecumseh Sherman 
War is its own punishment. 
War is like love; it always finds a way. Bertold Brecht (1898-1956) 
War is lovely for those who know nothing about it. Erasmus Rotterdamus 
War is much too important a matter to be left to the generals. Georges Clemenceau 
War is much too serious a matter to be entrusted to the military. French Proverb 
War is not merely a political act but a real political instrument, a continuation of political 

intercourse, a carrying out of the same by other means. Karl von Clausewitz 
War is soon begun, but not so quickly brought into an end. 
War is the dead man's holyday. Cotgrave 
War is the last refuge of incompetent statesmen. 
War is the science of destruction. John Abbott 
War is the unfolding of miscalculations. Barbara Tuchman 
War makes thieves, and peace hangs them. 
War spares not the brave, but the cowardly. 
Warning: Due to the robot shortage, some of our bartenders are human and will react unpredictably 

when insulted. 
Warning! You want a warning? OK, I'm warning you not to do that again or I'll give you another 

ticket. 
Warranty and guaranty clauses are voided by payment of the invoice. 
Wars and revolutions and battles are due simply and solely to the body and its desires. All wars are 

undertaken for the acquisition of wealth; and the reason why we have to acquire wealth is the 
body, because we are slaves in its service. Socrates (470?-399 B.C.) 



Wars bring scars. John Clarke 
Was it a car or a cat I saw? 
Was it only just a dream? John Lennon (looking back on the Beatles) 
Was she so loved because her eyes were so beautiful, or were her eyes so beautiful because she was 

so loved? Anzia Yenerska 
Washing one's hands of the conflict between the powerful and the powerless means to side with the 

powerful, not to be neutral. Paulo Freire 
Washing your car to make it rain doesn't work. (Murphy's Law is recursive) 
Washington is a place where people praise courage and act on elaborate personal cost-benefit 

calculations. John Kenneth Galbraith 
Waste is worse than loss. The time is coming when every person who lays claim to ability will keep 

the question of waste before him constantly. The scope of thrift is limitless. Thomas A. Edison 
Waste neither time nor money, but make the best use of both. Without industry and frugality, 

nothing will do, and with them everything. Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) 
Waste not fresh tears over old griefs. Euripidies (484-406 BC) 
Waste not, get your budget cut next year. 
Waste not, want not. 
Wasting time is an important part of life. 
Wasting time is an important part of living. 
Watch what people are cynical about, and one can often discover what they lack. Harry Emerson 

Fosdick (1878-1969) 
Watch your mouth, kid, or you'll find yourself floating home. 
Watch your step. 
Watch your thoughts, for they become your words; / Watch your words, for they become your 

actions; / Watch your actions, for they become your habits; / Watch your habits, for they become 
your character; / Watch your character, for it becomes your destiny. 

Watch your thoughts; they become words. / Watch your words; they become actions. / Watch your 
actions; they become habits. / Watch your habits; they become character. / Watch your character; 
for it becomes your destiny!!! Frank Outlaw 

Watchfulness is the only guard against cunning. Be intent on his intentions. Many succeed in 
making others do their own affairs, and unless you possess the key to their motives you may at 
any moment be forced to take their chestnuts out of the fire to the damage of your own fingers. 
Baltasar Gracian (1601-1658) 

Watching a peaceful death of a human being reminds us of a falling star; one of a million lights in a 
vast sky that flares up for a brief moment only to disappear into the endless night forever. 
Elisabeth Kuebler-Ross 

Watching the debate this afternoon it was apparent they loved term limits in the House - as Brutus 
loved Caesar. Bill Moyers 

Water freezes at 32 degrees and boils at 212 degrees.  There are 180 degrees between freezing and 
boiling because there are 180 degrees between north and south. Henry Cate 

Water? I never touch the stuff: Fish make love in it. 
Water is a good drink provided it's mixed with good spirit. 
Water is composed of two gins. Oxygin and hydrogin. Oxygin is pure gin. Hydrogin is gin and 

water. 
Waterproof Mascara: Comes off if you cry, shower or swim, but will not come off if you try to 

remove it. 
We accomplish things by directing our desires, not by ignoring them. 
We acquire the strength we have overcome. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
We ain't cheap, but by gosh, we're good! 
We all admire the wisdom of people who come to us for advice. Jack Herbert 



We all do murder the things we love, mostly by the word unsaid. William Etkin 
We all get heavier as we get older because there's a lot more information in our heads. Vlade Divac 
We all have enough strength to endure the misfortunes of others. François de la Rochefoucauld 
We all have something to fall back on, and I never knew a phony who didn't land on it eventually. 

Wilson Mizner 
We all have voices in our heads which talk to us on an almost constant basis. Our voices give us 

messages continually, and what they say to us affects us. Juliene Berk 
We all know about the habits of the ant, we know all about the habits of the bee, but we know 

nothing at all about the habits of the oyster. It seems almost certain that we have been choosing 
the wrong time for studying the oyster. Mark Twain 

We all know that no one understands anything that isn't funny. 
We all know what you mean; it's just that you mean it so poorly. John Quill Taylor 
We all like our relatives when we're little. Kin Hubbard 
We all live in a state of ambitious poverty. 
We all live in suspense, from day to day, from hour to hour; in other words, we are the hero of our 

own story. Mary McCarthy 
We all suffer from the preoccupation that there exists... in the loved one, perfection. Sidney Poitier 
We all take different paths in life, but no matter where we go, we take a little of each other 

everywhere. Tim McGraw 
We always believe our first love is our last, and our last love our first. George Whyte-Melville 
We always deceive ourselves twice about the people we love - first to their advantage, then to their 

disadvantage. Albert Camus (1913-1960) 
We always love those who admire us; we do not always love those whom we admire. François de 

La Rochefoucauld 
We, and all others who believe in freedom as deeply as we do, would rather die on our feet than live 

on our knees. Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
We apologize again for the fault in the subtitles. Those responsible for sacking the people who have 

just been sacked... have been sacked. Monty Python 
We apprehend truth from our own source within the historical tradition. Karl Jaspers (1883-1969) 
We are a nation of many nationalities, many races, many religions; bound together by a single 

unity, the unity of freedom and equality. Whoever seeks to set one nationality against another, 
seeks to degrade all nationalities. Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

We are a rebellious nation. Our whole history is treason; our blood was attained before we were 
born; our creeds were infidelity to the mother church; our constitution treason to our fatherland. 
Theodore Parker 

We are all Adam's children but silk makes the difference. James Howell 
We are all alike, on the inside. Mark Twain 
We are all born for love. It is the principle of existence, and its only end. Benjamin Disraeli (1804-

1881) 
We are all bunnies without ears. Kyle Steffens 
We are all directly above the center of the earth. 
We are all driven into the same fold. Horace 
We are all exceptional cases. We all want to appeal against something. Each of us insists on being 

innocent at all cost, even if he has to accuse the whole human race and heaven itself. Albert 
Camus (1913-1960) 

We are all fellow passengers on a dot of earth. And each of us, in the span of time, has really only a 
moment among our companions. Lyndon Baines Johnson 

We are all here for a spell; get all the good laughs you can. Will Rogers (1879-1935) 
We are all in the gutter but some of us are looking at the stars. Oscar Wilde 
We are all just monkeys in business suits running around pretending to be executives. 



We are all naturally seekers of wonders. We travel far to see the majesty of old ruins, the venerable 
forms of the hoary mountains, great waterfalls, and galleries of art. And yet the world wonder is 
all around us; the wonder of  setting suns, and evening stars, of the magic spring-time, the 
blossoming of the trees, the strange transformations of the moth... Albert Pike (1809-1891) 

We are all omnibuses in which our ancestors ride, and every now and then one of them sticks his 
head out and embarrasses us. Oliver Wendell Holmes 

We are all passengers in the leaky rowboat of life. So, bail faster, damn it! 
We are all pencils in the hand of God. Mother Teresa 
We are all planted within the limits of death. 
We are all politicians.  Some of us are just honest enough to admit it. 
We are all mortal. 
We are all ready to be savage in some cause. The difference between a good man and a bad one is 

the choice of the cause. William James 
We are all self-made, but only the rich will admit it. 
We are all tattooed in our cradles with the beliefs of our tribe. Oliver Wendell Holmes 
We are all travellers in the wilderness of this world, and the best we can find in our travels is an 

honest friend. Robert Louis Stevenson 
We are all worms, but I do believe that I am a glow-worm. Winston Churchill 
'We are always doing', says he, 'something for Posterity, but I would fain see Posterity do 

something for us'. Joseph Addison (1672-1719) 
We are always getting ready to live, but never living. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
We are always more afraid than we wish to be, but we can always be braver than we expect. Robert 

Jordan 
We are always paid for our suspicion by finding what we suspect. Henry David Thoreau 
We are apt to forget that children watch examples better than they listen to preaching. Roy L. Smith 
We are born believing. A man bears beliefs, as a tree bears apples. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
We are born naked, wet and hungry and then things get worse. 
We are bound to our bodies like an oyster is to its shell. Plato 
We are built to conquer environment, solve problems, achieve goals, and we find no real 

satisfaction or happiness in life without obstacles to conquer and goals to achieve. Maxwell 
Maltz 

We are but dust and shadow. Horace 
We are called the nation of inventors. And we are. We could still claim that title and wear its loftiest 

honors if we had stopped with the first thing we ever invented, which was human liberty. Mark 
Twain (1835-1910) 

We are confident that we can penetrate any enemy defenses with our missiles. We know that we are 
more than the equal of any nation in the world. Robert McNamara 

We are confronted by a first danger, the destructiveness of applied atomic energy. And then we are 
confronted by a second danger, that we do not enough appreciate the first danger. Raymond G. 
Swing 

We are confronted with insurmountable opportunities. Walter Crawford Kelly (1913-1973) 
We are dealing - and let the disquieting strangeness of the case be well noted - with an entity whose 

being consists not in what it is already, but in what it is not yet, a being that consists in not-yet-
being. Jose Ortega y Gasset (1883-1955) 

We are dealing with the best-educated generation in history. But they've got a brain dressed up with 
nowhere to go. Timothy Leary (1920-1996) 

We are decent 99 percent of the time, when we could easily be vile. R. W. Riis 
We are different, in essence, from other men. If you want to win something, run 100 meters. If you 

want to experience something, run a marathon. Emil Zatopek 



We are discreet sheep; we wait to see how the drove is going, and then go with the drove. Mark 
Twain 

We are doomed to cling to a life even while we find it unendurable. William James (1842-1910) 
We are double-edged blades, and every time we whet our virtue the return stroke straps our vice. 

Henry David Thoreau 
We are fortunate to live in such interesting times, we have a ringside seat for the fall of western 

civilization, the only problem is that it is inside the ring. Robert A. Nelson 
We are going to have peace even if we have to fight for it. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
We are healed of a suffering only by experiencing it in full. Marcel Proust 
We are here and it is now.  Further than that, all knowledge is moonshine. H. L. (Henry Lewis) 

Mencken 
We are here to add what we can to life, not to get what we can from it. William Osler 
We are in danger of forgetting that we cannot do what God does, and that God will not do what we 

can do. Oswald Chambers 
We are in fact convinced that if we are ever to have pure knowledge of anything, we must get rid of 

the body and contemplate things by themselves with the soul by itself. It seems, to judge from 
the argument, that the wisdom which we desire and upon which we profess to have set our hearts 
will be attainable only when we are dead and not in our lifetime. Socrates (470?-399 B.C.) 

We are in the midst of a great transition from narrow nationalism to international partnership. 
Lyndon Baines Johnson 

We are inclined to believe those whom we do not know because they have never deceived us. 
We are just an advanced breed of monkeys on a minor planet of a very average star. But we can 

understand the Universe. That makes us something very special. Stephen Hawking 
We are like foreigners in a strange country, to whom every thing must seem suspicious, and who 

are in danger every moment of transgressing against the laws and customs of the people with 
whom they live and converse. We know not how far we ought to trust our vulgar methods of 
reasoning in such a subject; since, even in common life, and in that province which is peculiarly 
appropriated to them, we cannot account for them, and are entirely guided by a kind of instinct or 
necessity in employing them. David Hume (1711-1776) 

We are living in a golden age. All you need is gold.  Robertson 
We are made wise not by the recollection of our past, but by the responsibility for our future. 

George Bernard Shaw 
We are more sensible of what is done against custom than against Nature. Plutarch (c.46-c.120 A. 

D.) 
We are near waking when we dream we are dreaming. Friedrich Novalis 
We are never so happy or unhappy as we think. Francois duc la Rochefoucauld 
We are never so ridiculous by the qualities we have, as by those we affect to have. François de La 

Rochefoucauld 
We are no longer happy as soon as we wish to be happier. Landor (1775-1864) 
We are no more than candles burning in the wind. Japanese Proverb 
We are not a clone. 
We are not a loved organization, but we are a respected one.  John Fisher 
We are not alone. 
We are not born for ourselves. John Clarke 
We are not free, it was not intended we should be. A book of rules is placed in our cradle, and we 

never get rid of it until we reach our graves. Then we are free, and only then. Ed Howe 
We are not here to pursue happiness, but to pursue those things which produce happiness. 
We are not human beings on a spiritual journey. We are spiritual beings on a human journey. 

Stephen Covey 
We are not punished for our sins, but by them. 



We are not rich by what we possess but rather by what we can do without. Immanuel Kant 
We are not to marvel, when we see, that as men attain to more riches, honours, or other power; so 

their appetite continually groweth more and more; and when they are come to the utmost degree 
of one kind of power, they pursue some other, as long as in any kind they think themselves 
behind any other. Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) 

We are not without accomplishment. We have managed to distribute poverty equally. Nguyen Co 
Thatch 

We are now at a point where we must educate our children in what no one knew yesterday, and 
prepare our schools for what noone knows yet. Margaret Mead 

We are old enough to be wiser. John Wesley 
We are ready for any unforeseen event that may or may not occur. J. Danforth Quayle 
We are Republicans, and don't propose to leave our party and identify ourselves with the party 

whose antecedents have been Rum, Romanism, and Rebellion. Samuel D. Burchard 
We are restless because of incessant change, but we would be frightened if change were stopped. 

Lyman Lloyd Bryson 
We are shaped and fashioned by what we love. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
We are shut up in schools and college recitation rooms for ten or fifteen years, and come out at last 

with a bellyful of words and do not know a thing. Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 
We are sinful not merely because we have eaten of the Tree of Knowledge, but also because we 

have not eaten of the Tree of Life. Franz Kafka (1883-1924) 
We are so fond of each other because our ailments are the same.  Jonathan Swift 
We are so made that we can derive intense enjoyment only from a contrast and very little from a 

state of things. Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) 
We are so presumptuous that we should like to be known all over the world, even by people who 

will only come when we are no more. Such is our vanity that the good opinion of half a dozen of 
the people around us gives us pleasure and satisfaction. Blaise Pascal 

We are sometimes made aware of a kindness long passed, and realize that there have been times 
when our friends' thoughts of us were of so pure and lofty a character that they passed over us 
like the winds of heaven unnoticed; when they treated us not as what we were, but as what we 
aspired to be. Henry David Thoreau 

We are sorry. We cannot complete your call as dialed. 
We are stripped bare by the curse of plenty. Winston Churchill 
We are such stuff as dreams are made of (on?), And our little life is rounded with a sleep. William 

Shakespeare (1564-1616) 
We are the carriers of health and disease; either the divine health of courage and nobility or the 

demonic diseases of hate and anxiety. Joshua Loth Liebman 
We are the echo of the future. W. S. Merwin 
We are the knights who say, "NIE!" 
We are the music makers. We are the dreamers of the dreams. Arthur O'Shaughnessy 
We are the people our parents warned us about.  Jimmy Buffet 
We are too busy mopping the floor to turn off the faucet. 
We are unable to announce the weather. We depend on weather reports from the airport, which is 

closed, due to weather. Whether we will be able to give you a weather report tomorrow will 
depend on the weather. 

We are under a Constitution, but the Constitution is what the judges say it is, and the judiciary is the 
safeguard of our liberty and of our property under the Constitution. Charles Evans Hughes 

We are usually convinced more easily by reasons we have found ourselves than by those which 
have occurred to others. Blaise Pascal 

We are very much what others think of us. The reception our observations meet with gives us 
courage to proceed, or damps our efforts. William Hazlitt 



We are what and where we are because we have first imagined it. Donald Curtis 
We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit. Aristotle (384-322 BC) 
We are what we think. All that we are arises with our thoughts. With our thoughts we make the 

world. The Buddha 
We are working on getting Cruise missiles more accurate so that we can have precise precision. 

Vice President Dan Quayle 
We arrive at truth, not by reason only, but also by the heart. Blaise Pascal 
We ask to be judged by deeds not words. Winston Churchill 
We attract love by the qualities we display; we retain love by the qualities we possess. 
We become what we do. 
We believe at once in evil, we only believe in good upon reflection. Is this not sad? Madame 

Dorothée Deluzy 
We blame fate for other accidents, but we feel personally responsible when we make a hole in one. 
We boast our emancipation from many superstitions; but if we have broken any idols, it is through a 

transfer of idolatry. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
We build statues out of snow, and weep to see them melt. Walter Scott 
We call our rich relatives the kin we love to touch. Eddie Cantor 
We can admire what we see, but we can only love what we truly know. 
We can ask primal questions, but we can never stand near the beginning. Our questions and answers 

are in part determined by the historical tradition in which we find ourselves. We apprehend truth 
from our own source within the historical tradition. Karl Jaspers (1883-1969) 

We can be decisive, probably. Pat Paulsen (1927-1997) 
We can defeat gravity. The problem is the paperwork involved. 
We can do no great things, only small things with great love. Mother Theresa 
We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of the dark; the real tragedy of life is when men are 

afraid of the light. Plato (427-347 BC) 
We can go on talking about racism and who treated whom badly, but what are you going to do 

about it? Are you going to wallow in that or are you going to create your own agenda? Judith 
Jamison 

We can invent only with memory. Alphonse Karr 
We can learn much from wise words, little from wisecracks, and less from wise guys. 
We can lick gravity, but sometimes the paperwork is overwhelming. Wehrner von Braun 
We can live without our friends, but not without our neighbours. James Kelly 
We can not expect to breed respect for law and order among people who do not share the fruits of 

our freedom. Hubert H. Humphrey 
We can loan you enough money to get you completely out of debt. 
We can never be sure that the opinion we are endeavoring to stifle is a false opinion; and if we were 

sure, stifling it would be an evil still. John Stuart Mill 
We can offer up much in the large, but to make sacrifices in little things is what we are seldom 

equal to. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
We can only change the world by changing men. Charles Wells 
We can only hate in others what we first hate in ourselves. John Quill Taylor 
We can only write well of that which we know. John Quill Taylor 
We can plant wheat every year, but the people who are starving die only once. Fiorello H. La 

Guardia 
We cannot banish dangers, but we can banish fears. We must not demean life by standing in awe of 

death. David Sarnoff 
We cannot be separated in interest or divided in purpose. We stand together until the end. Woodrow 

Wilson 
We cannot become what we need to be, by remaining what we are. Max DuPree 



We cannot command nature except by obeying her. Francis Bacon (1561-1626) 
We cannot conquer fate and necessity, yet we can yield to them in such a manner as to be greater 

than if we could. Walter S. Landor 
We cannot despair of humanity, since we are ourselves human beings. Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 
We cannot despair of humanity, since we ourselves are human beings. Albert Einstein 
We cannot direct the wind... But we can adjust the sails. 
We cannot do everything at once, but we can do something at once. 
We cannot hope to fill the schools with persons of high intelligence, for persons of high intelligence 

simply refuse to spend their lives teaching such banal things as spelling and arithmetic. Among 
the teachers male we may safely assume that 95% are of low mentality, else they would depart 
for more appetizing pastures. And even among the teachers female the best are inevitably 
weeded out by marriage, and only the worst (with a few romantic exceptions) survive. H. L. 
Mencken 

We cannot indeed, beyond all possible experience, form a definite notion of what things in 
themselves may be. Yet we are not at liberty to abstain entirely from inquiring into them; for 
experience never satisfies reason fully, but in answering questions, refers us further and further 
back, and leaves us dissatisfied with regard to their complete solution. Immanuel Kant (1724-
1804) 

We cannot live by power, and a culture that seeks to live by it becomes brutal and sterile. But we 
can die without it. Max Lerner 

We cannot live for ourselves alone. Our lives are connected by a thousand invisible threads, and 
along these sympathetic fibers, our actions run as causes and return to us as results. Herman 
Melville 

We cannot live only for ourselves.  A thousand fibers connect us with our fellow men; and among 
those fibers, as sympathetic threads, our actions run as causes, and they come back to us as 
effects. Herman Melville 

We cannot... prove geometrical truths by arithmetic. Aristotle 
We cannot really love anybody with whom we never laugh. Agnes Repplier 
We cannot sow seeds with clenched fists. To sow we must open our hands. Adolfo Perez Esquivel 
We cannot tell what may happen to us in the strange medley of life. But we can decide what 

happens in us - how we can take it, what we do with it - and that is what really counts in the end. 
How to take the raw stuff of life and make it a thing of worth and beauty - that is the test of 
living. Joseph Fort Newton 

We can't all, and some of us don't. That's all there is to it. A. A. Milne 
We can't all be heroes because someone has to sit on the curb and clap as they go by. Will Rogers 
We can't control the wind, but we have the power to adjust the sails. 
We can't form our children on our own concepts; we must take them and love them as God gives 

them to us. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
We can't leave the haphazard to chance. N. F. Simpson 
We cease loving ourselves if no one loves us. Mme de Stael 
We classify disease as error, which nothing but Truth or Mind can heal. Mary Baker Eddy 
We come to love not by finding a perfect person but by learning to see an imperfect person 

perfectly. Sam Keen 
We come to reason, not to dominate. We do not seek to have our way, but to find a common way. 

Lyndon Baines Johnson 
We come too late to say anything which has not been said already. Jean de la Bruyere 
We composers are at least as significant as the stars who make $14 million or $15 million. You just 

don't see us. Michael Kamen 
We consider that any man who can fiddle all through one of those Virginia Reels without losing his 

grip, may be depended upon in any kind of musical emergency.  Mark Twain 



We continue to shape our personality all our life. If we knew ourselves perfectly, we should die. 
Albert Camus 

We could accomplish a lot more if we'd get rid of our ifs and and's; and get off our butts. 
We could all take a lesson from the weather. It pays no attention to criticism. 
We could do that, but it would be wrong, that's for sure.  Richard Nixon 
We could never learn to be brave and patient, if there were only joy in the world. Helen Keller 
We could present spatially an atomic fact which contradicted the laws of physics, but not one which 

contradicted the laws of geometry. Ludwig Wittgenstein 
We crucify ourselves between two thieves - regret for yesterday and fear of tomorrow. 
We cut nature up, organize it into concepts, and ascribe significances as we do, largely because we 

are parties to an agreement to organize it in this way - an agreement that holds through our 
speech community and is codified in the patterns of our language. Benjamin Lee Whorf 

We dance round in a ring and suppose, But the Secret sits in the middle and knows. Robert Frost 
We declare war with the wages system, which demoralizes alike the hirer and the hired, cheats both, 

and enslaves the workingman. Wendell Phillips 
We defend and we build a way of life, not for America alone, but for all mankind. Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt 
We define genius as constructive reaction against one's training. Bernard Berenson 
We despise all reverences and all objects of reverence which are outside the pale of our list of 

sacred things. And yet, with strange inconsistency, we are shocked when other people despise 
and defile the things which are holy to us. Mark Twain (1835-1910) 

We discover that we do not know our role; we look for a mirror; we want to remove our make-up 
and take off what is false and be real. But somewhere a piece of disguise that we forgot still 
sticks to us. A trace of exaggeration remains in our eyebrows; we do not notice that the corners 
of our mouth are bent. And so we walk around, a mockery and a mere half: neither having 
achieved being nor actors. Rainer Maria Rilke (1875-1926) 

We do everything by custom, even believe by it; our very axioms, let us boast of free-thinking as 
we may, are oftenest simply such beliefs as we have never heard questioned. Thomas Carlyle 

We do good because it frees the heart. It open us to a wellspring of happiness. Sharon Salzberg 
We do not ask ourselves what the ultimate ideas behind our civilization are that have brought us 

into danger; we do not search for the human face behind the bewildering array of instruments 
that man has forged; in a word, we do not dare to be philosophical. William Barrett 

We do not believe in ourselves until someone reveals that deep inside us is valuable, worth listening 
to, worthy of our trust, sacred to our touch. Once we believe in ourselves we can risk curiosity, 
wonder, spontaneous delight or any experience that reveals the human spirit. e. e. cummings 

We do not believe in programs, in plans, in saints or apostles, above all, we do not believe in 
happiness, in salvation, in the promised land. Benito Mussolini 

We do not count a man's years, until he has nothing else to count. Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-
1882) 

We do not have to visit a madhouse to find disordered minds; our planet is the mental institution of 
the universe. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

We do not know the true value of our moments until they have undergone the test of memory. 
Georges Duhamel 

We do not know who first discovered water. However, we are confident that it was not a fish. 
We do not need more intellectual power, we need more spiritual power. Calvin Coolidge 
We do not need more of the things that are seen, we need more of the things that are unseen. Calvin 

Coolidge 
We do not need to be shoemakers to know if our shoes fit, and just as little have we any need to be 

professionals to acquire knowledge of matters of universal interest. Georg Hegel (1770-1831) 



We do not raise silk worms in the United States, because we get our silk from rayon. He is a larger 
worm and gives more silk. 

We do not rejoice in victories. We rejoice when a new kind of cotton is grown and when 
strawberries bloom in Israel. Golda Meir (1898–1978) 

We do not remember days, we remember moments. Bernadette Thoennes 
We do not walk on our legs, but on our Will. Sufi proverb 
We do not want the men of another color for our brothers-in-law, but we do want them for our 

brothers. Booker T. Washington 
We do not worry about being respected in towns through which we pass. But if we are going to 

remain in one for a certain time, we do worry. How long does this time have to be? Blaise Pascal 
We do sometimes say that you and I have the same desire; but what we mean is that your desire and 

mine, though two states of mind, have a single object. Now, if there be such things as bits of 
Matter at all, they are not private in this way to each mind, but are common to all the minds that 
observe them. We talk of my beliefs and your wishes; we do not talk of my hydrogen atom or of 
your electron. C. D. Broad (1887-1971) 

We do what we must, and call it by the best names. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
We don't call it sin today, we call it self-expression. Baroness Stocks 
We don't care. We don't have to. We're the Phone Company. 
We don't have to protect the environment; the Second Coming is at hand.  Watt 
We don't just borrow words; on occasion, English has pursued other languages down alleyways to 

beat them unconscious and riffle their pockets for new vocabulary. James D. Nicoll 
We don't know a millionth of one percent about anything. Thomas Alva Edison (1847-1931) 
We don't know one millionth of one percent about anything. 
We don't live in Disneyland. We live in blood and in time, not in Fantasyland. We live in a tragic 

world. Costa-Gavras 
We don't make mistakes here, we just have happy accidents. Bob Ross 
We don't necessarily discriminate. We simply exclude certain types of people. Colonel Gerald 

Wellman 
We don't need more strength or more ability or greater opportunity. What we need is to use what we 

have. Basil S. Walsh 
We don't really understand it, so we'll leave it for the poets. John Quill Taylor 
We don't reject writers; we reject pieces of paper with typing on them. (George Scither's Rule) 
We don't see things as they are, we see them as we are. Anais Nin 
We don't seem to be able to check crime, so why not legalize it and then tax it out of business. Will 

Rogers 
We don't understand life any better at forty than at twenty, but we know it and admit it. Jules 

Renard  (1864-1910) 
We don't see things as they are, we see them as we are. Anais Nin 
We don't stop playing because we grow old, we grow old because we stop playing. 
We don't want a thing because we have found a reason for it - we find a reason for it because we 

want it. 
We don't want to go back to tomorrow, we want to go forward. J. Danforth Quayle 
We don't want tradition. We want to live in the present and the only history that is worth a tinker's 

damn is the history we make today. Henry Ford 
We easily forget crimes that are known only to ourselves. François de La Rochefoucauld 
We emphasize that we believe in change because we were born of it, we have lived by it, we 

prospered and grew great by it. So the status quo has never been our god, and we ask no one else 
to bow down before it. Carl T. Rowan 

We enact many laws that manufacture criminals, and then a few that punish them. Allen Tucker 



We English are good at forgiving our enemies; it releases us from the obligation of liking our 
friends. P. D. James 

We especially need imagination in science. It is not all mathematics, nor all logic, but it is 
somewhat beauty and poetry. Maria Mitchell (1818-1889) 

We expect our leaders to be better than we are... and they should be - or why are we following 
them? Paul Harvey 

We expect (them) Salvadorian officials to work toward the elimination of human rights. J. Danforth 
Quayle 

We fear things in proportion to our ignorance of them. Titus Livius 
We feel that even if all possible scientific questions be answered, the problems of life have still not 

been touched at all. Of course, there is then no question left, and just this is the answer. The 
solution of the problem of life is seen in the vanishing of this problem. Ludwig Wittgenstein 

We fight not to enslave, but to set a country free, and to make room upon the earth for honest men 
to live in. Thomas Paine 

We find comfort among those who agree with us ; growth among those who don't. Frank A Clark 
We find delight in the beauty and happiness of children that makes the heart too big for the body. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 
We find greatest joy, not in getting, but in expressing what we are. R. J. Baughan 
We find that advertising works the way the grass grows. You can never see it, but every week you 

have to mow the lawn. Andy Tarshis 
We find what we expect to find, and we receive what we ask for. Elbert Hubbard 
We forget that the most successful statesmen have been professionals. Lincoln was a professional 

politician. Felix Frankfurter 
We generally admire the wisdom of those who come to us for advice. 
We generally know when we wish to ask a question and when we wish to pronounce a judgment, 

for there is a dissimilarity between the sensation of doubting and that of believing. Charles S. 
Peirce (1839-1914) 

We give advice by the bucket, but take it by the grain. William Rounseville Alger 
We give up leisure in order that we may have leisure, just as we go to war in order that we may 

have peace. Aristotle 
We go by the major vote, and if the majority are insane, the sane must go to the hospital. Horace 

Mann 
We grant, although he had much wit, / He was very shy of using it. Samuel Butler (1600-1680) 
We grew up founding our dreams on the infinite promise of American advertising. I still believe 

that one can learn to play the piano by mail and that mud will give you a perfect complexion. 
Zelda Fitzgerald 

We grow a little every time we do not take advantage of somebody's weakness. Bern Williams 
We grow great by dreams. All big men are dreamers. They see things in the soft haze of a spring 

day or in the red fire of a long winter's evening. Some of us let these great dreams die, but others 
nourish and protect them; nurse them through bad days till they bring them to the sunshine and 
light which comes always to those who sincerely hope that their dreams will come true. 
Woodrow Wilson 

We grow small trying to be great. E. Stanley Jones 
We had a lot in common. I loved him and he loved him. Shelley Winters 
We had better appear what we are, than affect to appear what we are not. François de La 

Rochefoucauld 
We had to get it passed before the columnists attacked! 
We hang the petty thieves and appoint the great ones to public office. Aesop 
We hardly find any persons of good sense save those who agree with us. François de La 

Rochefoucauld 



We hate the kindness which we understand. Henry David Thoreau 
We have a Bill of Rights, which protects each of us from a bullying society, but no Bill of 

Responsibilities, which would oblige us to answer to the needs of others. Scott Russel Sanders 
We have a choice: to plow new ground or let the weeds grow. Jonathan Westover 
We have a criminal jury system which is superior to any in the world; and its efficiency is only 

marred by the difficulty of finding twelve men every day who don't know anything and can't 
read.  Mark Twain (1835-1910) 

We have a firm commitment to NATO, we are a part of NATO. We have a firm commitment to 
Europe. We are a part of Europe. Dan Quayle 

We have a lot of anxieties, and one cancels out another very often. Winston Churchill 
We have a lot of people revolutionizing the world because they've never had to present a working 

model. Charles F. Kettering 
We have a natural right to make use of our pens as of our tongues, at our peril, risk and hazard. 

Voltaire 
We have actively sought and are actively seeking to make the United Nations an effective 

instrument of international cooperation. Dean Acheson 
We have been friends together / In sunshine and in shade. Caroline E. S. Norton (1808-1877) 
We have been God-like in our planned breeding of our domesticated plants and animals, but we 

have been rabbit-like in our unplanned breeding of ourselves. Arnold Joseph Toynbee 
We have been pushing the idea that George Bush is going to make matters much, much worse. Vice 

President Dan Quayle 
We have deep depth.  Yogi Berra 
We have drugs to make women speak, but none to keep them silent. Anatole France (1844-1924) 
We have enslaved the rest of the animal creation, and have treated our distant cousins in fur and 

feathers so badly that beyond doubt, if they were able to formulate a religion, they would depict 
the Devil in human form. William Ralph Inge 

We have forty million reasons for failure, but not a single excuse. Rudyard Kipling 
We have found a strange footprint on the shores of the unknown. We have devised profound 

theories, one after another, to account for its origins. At last, we have succeeded in 
reconstructing the creature that made the footprint. And lo! It is our own. Arthur Eddington 

We have got to learn from this tournament; we have got to go and lick our wounds and look at the 
next mountain we have got to climb. Kevin Keegan 

We have inherited new difficulties because we have inherited more privileges. Abram Sacher 
We have it in our power to begin the world over again. Thomas Paine 
We have just enough religion to make us hate, but not enough to make us love, one another. 

Jonathan Swift 
We have luck only with women - not spacecraft. R. Kremnev 
We have made the Reich by propaganda. Joseph Paul Goebbels 
We have met the enemy, and he is us. Walt Kelly 
We have met the enemy and it is us. Walt Kelly 
We have met the enemy, and they are ours. Oliver Hazard Perry (1785-1820) 
We have no demands to present you, no bargains to strike, no compromise to reach. You have 

nothing to offer us. We do not need you. Ayn Rand (1905-1982) 
We have no desire whatever to be better, we are very contented with ourselves, all we desire is not 

to harm one another. Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) 
We have no more right to put our discordant states of mind into the lives of those around us and rob 

them of their sunshine and brightness than we have to enter their houses and steal their 
silverware. Julia Moss Seton 

We have no right to assume that any physical laws exist, or that if they have existed up to now, that 
they will continue to exist in a similar manner in the future. Max Planck 



We have not inherited the earth from our ancestors, we have only borrowed it from our children. 
Ancient Proverb 

We have not lost faith; we have transferred it from God to the medical profession. George Bernard 
Shaw 

We have nothing to fear about work but the work itself. 
We have provided for the survival of man against all enemies except his fellow man. Lyman Lloyd 

Bryson 
We have scientists who still pray to the gods, scientists who laugh at the gods, and some who 

neither pray nor laugh because they think they understand. A. J. Carlson 
We have seen that the American Constitution has changed, is changing, and by the law of its 

existence must continue to change, in its substance and practical working even when its words 
remain the same. James Bryce 

We have the best Congress money can buy. Will Rogers 
We have the Bill of Rights. What we need is a Bill of Responsibilities. Bill Maher 
We have them just where they want us.  James Kirk 
We have to be careful not to put Descartes before the horse. 
We have to do the best we can. This is our sacred human responsibility. Albert Einstein 
We have to get organized! 
We have to go along a road covered with blood. We have no other alternative. For us it is a matter 

of life or death, a matter of living or existing. We have to be ready to face the challenges that 
await us. Gamel Abdel Nasser 

We have to hate our immediate predecessors to get free of their authority. D. H. Lawrence 
We have too many high-sounding words, and too few actions that correspond with them. Abigail 

Adams (1744-1818) 
We have two ducks, one blue one black and when our blue duck says "quack quack" our black one 

quickly quack-quacks back. The quacks Blue quacks make her quite a quacker But Black is a 
quicker quacker-backer. 

We have two ears and only one tongue in order that we may hear more and speak less. Diogenes 
Laertius (Circa 200 A. D.) 

We have yet to find a significant case where the company did not move in the direction of the chief 
executive's home. Ken Patton 

We haven't got the power to destroy the planet - or to save it. But we might have the power to save 
ourselves. John Michael Crichton (1942- ) 

We haven't the money, so we've got to think. Lord Rutherford 
We heed no instincts but our own. J. de La Fontaine (1621-1695) 
We hold these truths to be sacred and undeniable; that all men are created equal and independent, 

that from that equal creation they derive rights inherent and inalienable, among which are the 
preservation of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Thomas Jefferson 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit 
of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed. Thomas Jefferson from the US Declaration of 
Independence 

We hope that when the insects take over the world, they will remember with gratitude how we took 
them along on all our picnics. Bill Vaughan 

We hope to be judged by deeds, and not by words, and by performance rather than by promises. 
Winston Churchill 

We human beings do have some genuine freedom of choice and therefore some effective control 
over our own destinies. I am not a determinist. But I also believe that the decisive choice is 



seldom the latest choice in the series. More often than not, it will turn out to be some choice 
made relatively far back in the past. Arnold J. Toynbee 

We in Government have begun to recognize the critical work which must be done at all levels ; 
local, State and Federalin ending the pollution of our waters. Robert F. Kennedy 

We in the industry know that behind every successful screenwriter stands a woman.  And behind 
her stands his wife.  Groucho Marx 

We increase whatever we praise. The whole creation responds to praise, and is glad. Charles 
Fillmore 

We inherit nothing truly, but what our actions make us worthy of. George Chapman 
We interrupt this fortune for an important announcement... 
We invent what we love, and what we fear. John Irving 
We join ourselves to no party that does not carry the American flag, and keep step to the music of 

the Union. Rufus Choate 
We judge ourselves by what we feel capable of doing; others judge us by what we have done. 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882) 
We know accurately only when we know little; with knowledge doubt enters. Johann Wolfgang von 

Goethe 
We know how to speak many falsehoods that resemble real things, but we know, when we will, 

how to speak true things. Hesiod 
We know nothing of what will happen in future, but by the analogy of experience. Abraham Lincoln 
We know nothing to be certainly good or evil except what is really conducive to understanding or 

what can hinder understanding. Baruch Spinoza 
We know that a fool and his money are very soon parted, but what would be interesting to learn is 

how they ever got together in the first place. 
We know the truth, not only by the reason, but also by the heart. Blaise Pascal (1623-1662) 
We know the worth of a thing when we have lost it. French Proverb 
We know what happens to people who stay in the middle of the road. They get run over. Ambrose 

Bierce 
We know what we are, but know not what we may be. William Shakespeare 
We learn from experience that men never learn anything from experience. George Bernard Shaw 

(1856-1950) 
We learn from history that we do not learn anything from history. 
We learn from history that we do not learn from history. Georg Wilhelm F. Hegel 
We like all kinds of praise, but a hike in our pay is the best kind. 
We live and learn. English Proverb 
We live at a time when man believes himself fabulously capable of creation, but he does not know 

what to create. Jose Ortega y Gasset 
We live by encouragement and die without it - slowly, sadly, angrily. Celeste Holm 
We live emotively a quality which penetrates us, which we suffer, and which exceeds us on every 

side; at once, the emotion ceases to be itself; it transcends itself; it is not a trivial episode of our 
daily life; it is intuition of the absolute. Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980) 

We live in a fantasy world, a world of illusion. The great task in life is to find reality. Isaac Singer 
(1904-1991) 

We live in a fantasy world, a world of illusion. The great task in life is to find reality. Iris Murdoch 
(1919- ) 

We live in a rainbow of chaos. Paul Cezanne 
We live in a society where pizza gets to your house before the police. 
We live in a time when automation is ushering in a second industrial revolution. Adlai E. Stevenson 
We live in a wonderful world that is full of beauty, charm and adventure. There is no end to the 

adventures that we can have if only we seek them with our eyes open. Jawaharlal Nehru 



We live in a world that has narrowed into a neighborhood before it has broadened into a 
brotherhood. Lyndon Baines Johnson 

We live in a world which is full of misery and ignorance, / and the plain duty of each and all of us is 
to try to make / the little corner he can influence somewhat less miserable / and somewhat less 
ignorant than it was before he entered it. Thomas Huxley (1825-1895) 

We live in an age when pizza gets to your home before the police. Jeff Marder 
We live in an age when to be young and indifferent can no longer be synonymous. We must prepare 

for the coming hour. The claims of the Future are represented by suffering millions; and the 
Youth of a Nation are the trustees of Posterity. Benjamin Disraeli (1804-1881) 

We live in an age when unnecessary things are our only necessities. Oscar Wilde 
We live in deeds, not years: / In thoughts, not breaths; / In feelings, not in figures on a dial. / We 

should count time by heart-throbs.  He most lives / Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the 
best. / Life 's but a means unto an end; that end / Beginning, mean, and end to all things, - God. 
Philip James Bailey (1816-1902) 

We live, not as we wish to, but as we can. Menander 
We live not to eat, but we eat to live. T. Becon 
We live on an island surrounded by a sea of ignorance.  As our island of knowledge grows, so does 

the shore of our ignorance. John A. Wheeler 
We live on one-third of what we eat, and the doctors live on the rest. Royal S Copeland 
We look at death through the cheap-glazed windows of the flesh, and believe him the monster 

which the flawed and cracked glass represents him. James Lowell (1819-1891) 
We look forward to the time when the power to love will replace the love of power. Then will our 

world know the blessings of peace. William Gladstone 
We lose the certain things, while we seek the uncertain ones. Latin Proverb 
We love because it's the only true adventure. Nikki Giovanni 
We love force and we care very little how it is exhibited. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
We love the Lord, of course, but we often wonder what He finds in us. Ed Howe 
We love to expect, and when expectation is either disappointed or gratified, we want to be again 

expecting. Samuel Johnson 
We made too many wrong mistakes.  Yogi Berra 
We make a living by what we make, but we make a life by what we give. Winston Churchill 
We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give. Winston Churchill 
We make our friends; we make our enemies; but God makes our next-door neighbour. G. K. 

Chesterton 
We make way for the man who boldly pushes past us. Christian Nestell Bovee 
We may be alone. We may not be alone. Either way, the thought is staggering. 
We may give advice but we cannot give conduct. 
We may give without loving, but we cannot love without giving. 
We may live without loving, but we cannot love without living. 
We may live without poetry, music and art; / We may love without conscience and live without 

heart; / We may live without friends, we may live without books; / But civilized man cannot live 
without cooks. Owen Meredith 

We may make our plans, but God has the last word. Solomon 
We may not be what we want to be, but thank God we are not what we used to be. Tim Storey 
We may not imagine how our lives could be more frustrating and complex - but Congress can. 

Cullen Hightower 
We may not return the affection of those who like us, but we always respect their good judgement. 
We may think there is willpower involved, but more likely... change is due to want power. Wanting 

the new addiction more than the old one. Wanting the new me in preference to the... person I am 
now. George Sheehan 



We most deeply repent the sins we have committed in good conscience ; we most deeply resent 
those wrongs other have done us in good conscience. Strausz-Hupe 

We must admit with humility that, while number is purely a product of our minds, space has a 
reality outside our minds, so that we cannot completely prescribe its properties a priori. Carl 
Friedrich Gauss 

We must all hang together, or most assuredly we shall all hang separately. Benjamin Franklin 
We must all obey the great law of change. It is the most powerful law of nature. Edmund Burke 

(1729-1797) 
We must be as courteous to a man as we are to a picture, which we are willing to give the advantage 

of a good light. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
We must be steady enough in ourselves, to be open and to let the winds of life blow through us, to 

be our breath, our inspiration; to breathe with them, mobile and soft in the limberness of our 
bodies, in our agility, our ability, as it were, to dance, and yet to stand upright. Mary Caroline 
Richards 

We must believe in free will, we have no choice. Isaac B. Singer 
We must believe in luck. For how else can we explain the success of those we don't like? Jean 

Coceau 
We must beware of trying to build a society in which nobody counts for anything except a politician 

or an official, a society where enterprise gains no reward and thrift no privileges. Winston 
Churchill 

We must change in order to survive. Pearl Bailey (1918-1990) 
We must combine the toughness of the serpent with the softness of the dove, a tough mind and a 

tender heart. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
We must cultivate our own garden... When man was put in the garden of Eden he was put there so 

that he should work, which proves that man was not born to rest. Voltaire (1694-1778) 
We must expect to fail... but fail in a learning posture, determined not to repeat the mistakes, and to 

maximize the benefits from what is learned in the process. Ted W. Engstrom & R. Alec 
MacKenzie 

We must free ourselves of the hope that the sea will ever rest. We must learn to sail in high winds. 
Hanmer Parson 

We must hang together, gentlemen...else, we shall most assuredly hang separately.  Benjamin 
Franklin 

We must hang together or assuredly we shall hang separately. Benjamin Franklin 
We must have a weak spot or two in our character before we can love it much. Oliver Wendell 

Holmes 
We must have reasons for speech but we need none for silence. French Proverb 
We must have strong minds, ready to accept facts as they are. Harry S Truman (1884-1972) 
We must interpret a bad temper as a sign of inferiority. Alfred Adler (1870-1937) 
We must just make the best of things as they come along. Winston Churchill 
We must know. We will know. (Wir müssen wissen. Wir werden wissen.) David Hilbert 
We must laugh at man, to avoid crying for him. Napoleon 
We must laugh before we are happy, for fear we die before we laugh at all. Jean de La Bruyere 
We must learn our limits. We are  all something, but none of us are  everything. Blaise Pascal 
We must learn to live together as brothers or perish together as fools. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

(1929-1968) 
We must love as looking one day to hate. George Herbert 
We must make the best of those ills which cannot be avoided. Alexander Hamilton 
We must make the world honest before we can honestly say to our children that honesty is the best 

policy. George Bernard Shaw 



We must never forget that art is not a form of propaganda, it is a form of truth. John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy 

We must never forget that if the war in Vietnam is lost... the right of free speech will be 
extinguished throughout the world. Richard Milhouse Nixon 

We must never forget that we may also find meaning in life even when confronted with a hopeless 
situation, when facing a fate that cannot be changed. Viktor Frankl 

We must no more ask whether the soul and body are one than ask whether the wax and the figure 
impressed on it are one. Aristotle 

We must not allow other people's limited perceptions to define us. 
We must not always judge of the generality of the opinion by the noise of the acclamation. Edmund 

Burke 
We must not believe all we hear. Stevens 
We must not err on the side of over-confidence. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
We must not promise what we ought not, lest we be called on to perform what we cannot. Abraham 

Lincoln 
We must overact our part in some measure, in order to produce any effect at all. William Hazlitt 
We must overcome the notion that we must be regular. It robs you of the chance to be extraordinary 

and leads you to the mediocre. Uta Hagen 
We must remember that any oppression, any injustice, any hatred, is a wedge designed to attack our 

civilization. Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
We must respect the other fellow's religion, but only in the sense and to the extent that we respect 

his theory that his wife is beautiful and his children smart. H. L. Mencken (1880-1956) 
We must respect the other person's religion, but only in the sense and to the extent that we respect 

his theory that his wife is beautiful and his children smart. H. L. (Henry Lewis) Mencken 
We must therefore glean up our experiments in science from a cautious observation of human life, 

and take them as they appear in the common course of the world, by men's behaviour in 
company, in affairs, and in their pleasures. David Hume (1711-1776) 

We must use time creatively and forever realize that the time is always hoping to do great things. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

We must walk consciously only part way toward our goal, and then leap in the dark to our success. 
Henry David Thoreau 

We need a president who's fluent in at least one language. Buck Henry 
We need... A sense of the value of time - that is, of the best way to divide one's time into one's 

various activities. Arnold Bennett 
We need either less corruption or more chance to participate in it. 
We need more unemployed politicians. 
We need the iron qualities that go with true manhood. We need the positive virtues of resolution, of 

courage, of indomitable will, of power to do without shrinking the rough work that must always 
be done. Theodore Roosevelt 

We need to dream big dreams, propose grandiose means if we are to recapture the excitement, the 
vibrancy, and pride we once had. Coleman Young 

We need to give ourselves permission to act out our dreams and visions, not look for more 
sensations, more phenomena, but live our strongest dreams  even if it takes a lifetime. Vijali 
Hamilton 

We need to graduate from falling in love to true love. Max Lüscher 
We never know the love of the parent till we become parents ourselves. Henry Ward Beecher 
We never know the worth of water till the well is dry. French Proverb 
We never live; we are always in the expectation of living. Voltaire 
We new philosophers,... teach estrangement in every sense, we open up gulfs such as never existed 

before, we desire that man should become more evil than he has ever been before. In the 



meantime, we are still strangers to and from one another. We have many reasons to be hermits 
and to put on masks - we shall therefore be poor at looking for those like us. Friedrich Nietzsche 
(1844-1900) 

We now present the conclusion of... The Never-ending Story. 
We often give enemies the means of our own destruction. Aesop (620-560 BC) 
We often pay our debts not because it is only fair that we should, but to make future loans easier. 

François de La Rochefoucauld 
We often see further through a tear, than through a telescope. 
We ought never do wrong when people are looking. Mark Twain 
We ought never to do wrong when people are looking. Mark Twain 
We ought to dance with rapture that we might be alive - and part of the living, incarnate cosmos. D. 

H. Lawrence 
We ourselves feel that what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean, but the ocean would be less 

because of that missing drop. Mother Teresa 
We overlook so much happiness because it is free. 
We owe a deep debt of gratitude to Adam, the first great benefactor of the human race: he brought 

death into the world. Mark Twain 
We owe it to ourselves to question everything. 
We owe to the Middle Ages the two worst inventions of humanity : gunpowder and romantic love. 

André Maurois 
We pay for the mistakes of our ancestors, and it seems only fair that they should leave us the money 

to pay with. Don Marquis 
We pay much more attention to a wise passage when it is quoted than when we read it in the 

original author. P. G. Hamerton 
We perceive and are affected by changes too subtle to be described. Henry David Thoreau 
We perfect, we soften, we conceal what nature has put in us, but we ourselves do not put in 

anything at all. Voltaire 
We pity in others only those evils which we have ourselves experienced. Jean Jacques Rousseau 
We plan absentee ownership. I'll stick to building ships. George Steinbrenner 
We praise a man who feels angry on the right grounds and against the right persons and also in the 

right manner at the right moment and for the right length of time. Aristoteles (384-322 B.C) 
We praise or fault, depending on which of the two provides more opportunity for our powers of 

judgment to shine. Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) 
We prefer to speak evil of ourselves rather than not speak of ourselves at all. 
We prefer world law, in the age of self-determination, to world war in the age of mass 

extermination. John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
We presuppose two things: that there is yet to be learned infinitely more than is now known, and 

that man can learn it. John W. Campbell, Jr. 
We promise according to our hopes, and perform according to our fears. La Rochefoucald 
We read advertisements... to discover and enlarge our desires. We are always ready - even eager - to 

discover, from the announcement of a new product, what we have all along wanted without 
really knowing it. Daniel J. Boorstin 

We read to say that we have read. 
We realize that what we are accomplishing is a drop in the ocean. But if this drop were not in the 

ocean, it would be missed. Mother Teresa 
We really are fifteen different countries and it's really remarkable that each of us thinks we 

represent the real America. The midwesterner in Kansas, the black American in Durham ; both 
are certain they are the real American. Maya Angelou 

We really don't learn anything from our experience. We only learn from reflecting on our 
experience. Robert Sinclair 



We remember our dreams; we do not remember our sleep. Marguerite Yourgenar 
We run carelessly to the precipice, after we have put something before us to prevent us from seeing 

it. Blaise Pascal 
We run heedlessly into the abyss after putting something in front of us to stop us seeing it. Blaise 

Pascal (1623-1662) 
We secure our friends not by accepting favors but by doing them. 
We see advertising actually creating and naming taboos. The most famous, B.O. and Halitosis, are 

archaeological specimens from an age which we might fix as either Late Iron Tonic or Early 
Soap... Bad breath and body odor have always existed, of course, but as individual matters. To 
transfer them from personal idiosyncrasies into tribal taboos is a magicianly trick indeed. 
Howard Luck Gossage 

We see only what we know. Goethe 
We see things not as they are, but as we are. Henry Tomlinson 
We seek peace, knowing that peace is the climate of freedom. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
We seek to be judged by deeds rather than by words. Winston Churchill 
We seem to have a compulsion these days to bury time capsules in order to give  those people living 

in the next century or so some idea of what we are like. I  have prepared one of my own. I have 
placed some rather large samples of dynamite, gunpowder, and nitroglycerin. My time capsule is 
set to go off in the year 3000. It will show them what we are really like. Alfred Hitchcock 

We seem to want mass production, but we must remember that men are individuals not to be 
satisfactorily dealt with in masses, and the making of men is more important than the production 
of things. Ralph W. Sockman 

We seldom attribute common sense except to those who agree with us. Francois de La 
Rochefoucauld 

We seldom find people ungrateful so long as it is thought we can serve them. François de La 
Rochefoucauld 

We select, pattern and interpret the flux of events in the attempt to make life meaningful and few of 
us suspect how deeply entrenched, and arbitrary, these rules are. We impose them on the world 
so that what we see conforms to what we have been led to see. And one of the crucial factors in 
our construction of this reality is language. Dale Spender 

We serve best when we hold dearly in mind the goal and purpose rather than our place in the 
process. 

We shake papers at each other the way primitive tribes shake spears. John Jay Osborn, Jr. 
We shall never be able to remove suspicion and fear as potential causes of war until communication 

is permitted to flow, free and open, across international boundaries. Harry S. Truman 
We shall not cease from exploration, and the end of all our exploring will be to arrive where we 

started and know the place for the first time. T. S. Eliot 
We shall not flag or fail. We shall go on to the end. We shall fight in France, we shall fight on the 

seas and the oceans, we shall fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we 
shall defend our island, whatever the cost may be. We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight 
on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; 
we shall never surrender. Winston Churchill (1874-1965) 

We shall reach greater and greater platitudes of achievement. Richard J. Daley 
We should all do what, in the long run, gives us joy, even if it is only picking grapes or sorting 

laundry. E. B. White 
We should be as careful of the books we read, as of the company we keep. The dead very often 

have more power than the living. Tryon Edwards 
We should be careful to get out of an experience only the wisdom that is in it - and stop there; lest 

we be like the cat that sits down on a hot stove-lid.  She will never sit down on a hot stove-lid 



again - and that is well; but also she will never sit down on a cold one anymore. Mark Twain 
(1835-1910) 

We should be eternally vigilant against attempts to check the expression of opinions that we loathe. 
Oliver Wendel Holmes, Jr. 

We should develop anti-satellite weapons because we could not have prevailed without them in 
'Red Storm Rising'. J. Danforth Quayle 

We should face reality and our past mistakes in an honest, adult way. Boasting of glory does not 
make glory, and singing in the dark does not dispel fear. King Hussein of Jordan 

We should forgive our enemies, but only after they've been taken out and shot. 
We should keep so close to facts that we never have to remember the second time what we said the 

first time. F. Marion Smith 
We should never let ourselves be burnt for our opinions; we are not that sure of them.  But perhaps 

for this  that we may have and change our opinions. Friedrich Nietzsche 
We should not expect something for nothing but we all do, and we call it hope. Ed Howe 
We should thank God that He did not give us the power of hearing through walls; otherwise there 

would be no such thing as friendship. Austin O'Malley 
We should wage war not to win war, but to win peace. Paul Hoffman 
We sometimes meet an original gentleman, who, if manners had not existed, would have invented 

them. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
We soon believe what we desire. 
We speak little if not egged on by vanity. François de La Rochefoucauld 
We start out loving our parents and end up hating them. Sometimes we learn to love them again, but 

we never forgive them. 
We struggle with the complexities and avoid the simplicities. Norman Vincent Peale 
We suffer most when the White House busts with ideas. H. L. Mencken 
We teach quantum theory on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, and wave theory on Tuesdays, 

Thursdays and Saturdays. Sir William Bragg 
We teachers can only help the work going on, as servants wait upon a master. Maria Montessori 

(1870-1952) 
We tell people that if no one laughs at least one of their ideas, they're probably not being creative 

enough. Bill Gates 
We tend to forget that happiness doesn't come as a result of getting something we don't have, but 

rather of recognizing and appreciating what we do have. Frederick Koenig 
We tend to get what we expect. Norman Vincent Peale 
We tend to meet any new situation by reorganizing and a wonderful method it can be for creating 

the illusion of progress while producing confusion, inefficiency and demoralization. Petronius 
Arbiter 

We that are young shall never see so much nor live so long. William Shakespeare 
We, the unwilling, / led by the unknowing, / are doing the impossible / for the ungrateful. / We have 

done so much, / for so long, / with so little, / we are now qualified to do anything / with nothing. 
Jim Morency 

We think in generalities, but we live in details. Alfred Whitehead 
We think we will never know as much about a product as a client. After all, he sleeps and breathes 

his product. He's built it. He's lived with it most of his life. We couldn't possible know as much 
about it as he does. By the same token, we firmly believe that he can't know as much about 
advertising. Because we live and breathe that all day long. William Bernbach 

We tire of those pleasures we take, but never of those we give. John Petit-Senn 
We told our guys to hold on for 30 minutes of agony for 12 months of glory. John McDonnell 
We totally deny the allegations, and we are trying to identify the allegators. 
We treat this world of ours as though we had a spare in the trunk. 



We trifle when we assign limits to our desires, since nature hath set none. Christian Nestell Bovee 
We triumph without glory when we conquer without danger. Corneille 
We turn toward God only to obtain the impossible. Albert Camus (1913-1960) 
We used to think that if we knew one, we knew two, because one and one are two. We are finding 

that we must learn a great deal more about 'and'. Arthur Eddington 
We walk by faith, not by sight. New Testament 
We walked on the moon - you be polite. Joni Mitchell 
We want all our friends to tell us our bad qualities; it is only the particular ass that does so whom 

we can't tolerate. William James 
We want consumers to say, 'That's a hell of a product' instead of, 'That's a hell of an ad'. Leo Burnett 
We want the facts to fit the preconceptions. When they don't, it is easier to ignore the facts than to 

change the preconceptions. Jessamyn West 
We want the spirit of America to be efficient; we want American character to be efficient; we want 

American character to display itself in what I may, perhaps, be allowed to call spiritual 
efficiency; clear disinterested thinking and fearless action along the right lines of thought. 
Woodrow Wilson 

We want to feel that we are happy for good reasons - genetically self-serving as they may so often 
be. David Pierce 

We weep over the graves of infants and the little ones taken from us by death; but an early grave 
may be the shortest way to heaven. Tryon Edwards 

We were born to die and we die to live. As seedlings of God, we barely blossom on earth; we fully 
flower in heaven. Russell M. Nelson 

We were two and had but one heart between us. François Villon 
We will cross out that bridge when we come back to it later. 
We will either find a way or make one. Hannibal 
We will get along fine as soon as you realize I am God. 
We will have solar energy when the power companies develop a sunbeam meter. 
We will invest in our people, quality education, job opportunity, family, neighborhood, and yes, a 

thing we call America.  Vice President Dan Quayle, 1988 
We worry about what a child will be tomorrow, yet we forget that he is someone today. Stacia 

Tauscher 
We would all like to vote for the best man but he is never a candidate. 
We would like to live as we once lived, but history will not permit it. John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
We would rather die on our feet than live on our knees. Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
We wove a web in childhood, / A web of sunny air. Charlotte Bronte (1816-1855) 
We'd all like t' vote fer th' best man, but he's never a candidate. Kin Hubbard 
We'll burn that bridge when we come to it. 
We'll let the sunshine in and shine on us, because today we're happy and tomorrow we'll be even 

happier.  Vice President Dan Quayle, 1988 
We're all capable of mistakes, but I do not care to enlighten you on the mistakes we may or may not 

have made. J. Danforth Quayle 
We're all faced with a series of great opportunities brilliantly disguised as impossible situations. 

Cheri Wildman 
We're all given some sort of skill in life. Mine just happens to be beating up on people. Sugar Ray 

Leonard 
We're all human and we all goof. Do things that may be wrong, but do something. Newt Gingrich 
We're all nothing but unified arrangements of atoms and particles, drifting around, enjoying 

consciousness every now and then for a second or so before splitting up to become bits and 
pieces of trees and stars and french fries. Alan Dean Foster 

We're all standing in the gutter, but some of us are looking at the stars. 



We're always the same age inside. Gertrude Stein 
We're an embarrasment to college graduates across America. Jim Morrison 
We're going to assume a few things about reality. One, it exists. That's not a necessary assumption, 

but I find it comforting. Professor Ralph Noble 
We're going to have the best-educated American people in the world. Vice President Dan Quayle 
We're having something a little different this year for Thanksgiving. Instead of a turkey, we're 

having a swan. You get more stuffing. George Carlin 
We're here to ruin ourselves, and break our hearts and love the wrong people and die. Nicholas 

Cage 
We're living proof that nice guys always finish last. Matthew Cooper 
We're not afraid of challenges. It's like we always say: if you want to go out in the rain, be prepared 

to get burned. 
We're overpaying him but he's worth it. Samuel Goldwyn 
We're the party that wants to see an America in which people can still get rich. Ronald Reagan 
We've been through so much together, and most of it was your fault. 
We've been working on the basics because, basically, we've been having trouble with the basics. 

Bob Ojeda 
We've got a generation now who were born with semiequality. They don't know how it was before, 

so they think, this isn't too bad. We're working. We have our attache' cases and our three piece 
suits. I get very disgusted with the younger generation of women. We had a torch to pass, and 
they are just sitting there. They don't realize it can be taken away. Things are going to have to get 
worse before they join in fighting the battle. Erma Bombeck 

We've got the best government money can buy. 
We've got to pause and ask ourselves: How much clean air do we need? Lee Iacocca 
We've had bad luck with our kids they've all grown up. Christopher Morley 
We've removed the ceiling above our dreams. There are no more impossible dreams. Libby Houston 
Weak arguments are often thrust before my path; but although they are most unsubstantial, it is not 

easy to destroy them. There is not a more difficult feat known than to cut through a cushion with 
a sword. Richard Whately 

Weakness is the only fault that is incorrigible. Francois de La Rochefoucauld (1613-1680) 
Weakness of character is the only defect which cannot be amended. Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

(1613-1680) 
Wealth and want equally harden the human heart. Theodore Parker 
Wealth buys leisure, but not wisdom. 
Wealth comes from excellence, and not excellence from wealth. Plato 
Wealth consists not in having great possessions, but in having few wants. Epicurus (B.C. 341-270) 
Wealth is not his that has it, but his who enjoys it. Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) 
Wealth is the parent of luxury and indolence, and poverty of meanness and viciousness, and both of 

discontent. Plato 
Wealth is the product of man's ability to think. Ayn Rand (1905-1982) 
Wealth goes to wealth. Giovanni Torriano 
Wealth may be an ancient thing, for it means power, it means leisure, it means liberty. James 

Lowell (1819-1891) 
Wealth protects the rich; poverty destroys the poor. Solomon 
Wealth still failed to impress him; the purpose of money was to purchase one's freedom to pursue 

that which was useful and interesting. Benjamin Franklin 
Wealth that you get by dishonesty will do you no good, but honesty can save your life. Solomon 
Wealth:  The ability to support debt. 
Wealth won't make a man virtuous, but there ain't anybody who wants to be poor just for the 

purpose of being good. Josh Billings 



Wear a smile and have friends; wear a scowl and have wrinkles. What do we live for if not to make 
the world less difficult for each other? George Eliot 

Weariness comes at the end of the acs of a mechanical life, but at the same time it inaugurates the 
impulse of consciousness. It awakens consciousness and provokes what follows. What follows is 
the gradual return into the chain or it is the definitive awakening. At the end of the awakening 
comes, in time, the consequence: suicide or recovery. Albert Camus 

Wed in youth, bewailed in old age. 
Wedding is destiny, and hanging likewise. John Heywood 
Weddings do breed weddings. 
Weeds want no sowing. 
Weekend, where are you? 
Weep for me if I'm alone, not if I'm poor. Spanish Saying 
Weep not that the world changes - did it keep a stable, changeless state, it were a cause indeed to 

weep. William Cullen Bryant 
Weigh the meaning and look not at the words. Ben Jonson 
Welcome death, quoth the rat, when the trap fell. Thomas Fuller 
Welcome every problem as an opportunity. Each moment is the greatest challenge, the best thing 

that ever happened to you. The more difficult the problem, the greater the challenge in working it 
out. Grace Speare 

Welcome everything that comes to you, but do not long for anything else. Andre Gide 
Welcome to President Bush, Mrs. Bush, and my fellow astronauts. J. Danforth Quayle 
Welcome to the Future!  It's just starting now ... 
Welcome to the totally-automated, fully computerized world of the twenty-first century, where 

nothing can go wrong... go wrong... go wrong... 
Well a hard headed woman, / a soft hearted man / been the cause of trouble / ever since the world 

began. Claude Demetruis 
Well adjusted:  Makes the same mistake twice without getting nervous. 
Well, Art is Art, isn't it? Still, on the other hand, water is water!  And East is East and West is West 

and if you take cranberries and stew them like applesauce they taste much more like prunes than 
rhubarb does. Now, uh... Now you tell me what you know. Julius Henry (Groucho) Marx (1895-
1977) 

Well, as the saying goes, in spite of a California pizza or two, apples don't fall far from the tree. 
Michelle Huneven 

Well begun is half done. Horace 
Well done is better than well said. Benjamin Franklin 
Well, General, we have not had many dead cavalrymen lying about lately. Joseph Hooker (1813-

1879) 
Well I am certainly wiser than this man. It is only too likely that neither of us has any knowledge to 

boast of; but he thinks that he knows something which he does not know, whereas I am quite 
concious of my ignorance. At any rate it seems that I am wiser than he is to this small extent, that 
I do not think that I know what I do not know. Socrates (470?-399 B.C.) 

Well, I heard the news / there's good rockin' tonight. Roy Brown 
Well, I wouldn't say I was in the "great" class, but I had a great time while I was trying to be great. 

Harry S. Truman (1884-1972) 
Well I've often seen a cat without a grin, but a grin without a cat. 
Well, if I called the wrong number, why did you answer the phone? James Thurber 
Well if this is the wrong number, why did you answer it? James Thurber 
Well knows the cats whose ear she licks. French Proverb 
Well, no athlete respects a big, fat coach who's going to stand there and rest the watch on his 

stomach. Arthur Lydiard 



Well said: that was laid on with a trowel. William Shakespeare (1564-1616) 
Well-adjusted:  Able to play bridge or golf as if they were games. 
Well-known messengers get credit for clever comments they report from less celebrated mouths. 

(Keyes Rules of Misquotation, Axiom 2, Corollary 2A) 
Well-married, a man is winged: ill-matched, he is shackled. Henry Ward Beecher 
Were beauty under twenty locks kept fast, / Yet love breaks through and picks them all at last. 

Shakespeare (1564-1616) 
Were it offered to my choice, I should have no objection to a repetition of the same life from its 

beginning, only asking the advantages authors have in a second edition to correct some faults in 
the first. Benjamin Franklin 

Were I a nightingale, I would act the part of a nightingale; were I a swan, the part of a swan. 
Epictetus (Circa 60 A. D.) 

Wharbat darbid yarbou sarbay? 
What a blind person needs is not a teacher but another self. Helen Keller 
What a chimera, then, is man! what a novelty, what a monster, what a chaos, what a subject of 

contradiction, what a prodigy! A judge of all things, feeble worm of the earth, depositary of the 
truth, cloaca of uncertainty and error, the glory and the shame of the universe! Blaise Pascal 
(1623-1662) 

What a curious phenomenon it is that you can get men to die for the liberty of the world who will 
not make the little sacrifice that is needed to free themselves from their own individual bondage. 
Bruce Barton 

What a delightful thing is the conversation of specialists! One understands absolutely nothing and 
it's charming. Joshua Reynolds (1723-1792) 

What a difference there is between what we say and what we think. Racine 
What a distressing contrast there is between the radiant intelligence of the child and the feeble 

mentality of the average adult. Sigmund Freud 
What a dog I got. His favorite bone is in my arm! 
What a friend we have in cheeses. 
What a good thing Adam had - when he said a good thing, he knew nobody had said it before. Mark 

Twain (1835-1910) 
What a joy it is to find just the right word for the right occasion! Solomon 
What a long time I have been running after unrealities! Jitoku Eki 
What a lot we lost when we stopped writing letters. You can't reread a phone call. Liz Carpenter 
What a man has, so much he is sure of. Miguel de Cervantes (1547-1616) 
What a man misses mostly in heaven is company. Mark Twain 
What a man suffers is the punishment of his tongue. Turkish Proverb 
What a man thinks of himself that is what determines, or rather indicates his fate. Henry David 

Thoreau 
What a new face courage puts on everything! Ralph Waldo Emerson 
What a piece of work is man! William Shakespeare 
What a pity is it / That we can die but once to save our country! Joseph Addison (1672-1719) 
What a pity the only way to heaven is in a hearse. Stanislaw J. Lec 
What a strange thing is man! And what a stranger is woman! Lord Byron (1788-1824) 
What a terrible criminal he would have made had he turned his energy and sagacity against the law 

instead of exerting them in its defence. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
What a terrible thing to have lost one's mind. Or not to have a mind at all. How true that is. Vice 

President Dan Quayle 
What a waste it is to lose one's mind, or not to have a mind at all. How true that is. J. Danforth 

Quayle 
What a wonderful world it is that has girls in it! Robert A Heinlein 



What a writer thinks of as constructive criticism is six thousand words of closely reasoned 
adulation. David Frost 

What, after all, is a halo?  It's only one more thing to keep clean.  Fry 
What all schoolchildren learn: those to whom evil is done do evil in return. W. H. Auden 
What an annoying mad thing love is! Emmanuel Schikaneder 
What an enormous magnifier is tradition! How a thing grows in the human memory and in the 

human imagination, when love, worship, and all that lies in the human heart, is there to 
encourage it. Thomas Carlyle 

What anger worse or slower to abate then lovers love when it turns to hate. Euripides 
What are facts but compromises? A fact merely marks the point where we have agreed to let 

investigation cease. Bliss Carman 
What are husbands for, but to keep our mistresses?  George Moore 
What are the wild waves saying, / Sister, the whole day long, / That ever amid our playing / I hear 

but their low, lone song? Joseph E. Carpenter 
What belongs to everybody belongs to nobody. Spanish Proverb 
What bothers me about TV is that it tends to take our minds off our minds. Robert Orban 
What can be added to the happiness of a man who is in health, out of debt, and has a clear 

conscience? Adam Smith 
What can you expect from a day that begins with having to get up in the morning? 
What can you say about a society that says that god is dead and Elvis is alive? Irv Kupcinet 
What can't be cured must be endured. Robert Burton (1576-1640) 
What can't be said, can't be said. And it can't be whistled, either.  Tirtha 
What contemptible scoundrel has stolen the cork from my lunch? W. C. Fields 
What Copernicus really achieved was not the discovery of a true theory but of a fertile new point of 

view. Ludwig Wittgenstein 
What counts is not necessarily the size of the dog in the fight, what counts is the size of the fight in 

the dog. Mark Twain (1835-1910) 
What did the Caspian sea?  Saki 
What did you bring the book I want to be read to out of about Down Under up for? 
What do batteries run on? Are there B batteries? 
What do little birdies see when they get knocked unconscious? 
What do the lie detector and Wonder Woman have in common? They were invented by the same 

person. Kinda figures, doesn't it. 
What do we live for if not to make life less difficult for each other? George Eliot 
What do you call 500 bureaucrats at the bottom of the Potomac river ? A start. 
What do you do when you see an endangered animal eating an endangered plant? 
What do you get when you cross an elephant with a crow? Downed power lines. 
What do you plant to grow a seedless watermelon? 
What does, after all, objectivity mean when a nation is fighting for its very existence? Kerl 
What does education often do? It makes a straight-cut ditch of a free, meandering brook. Henry 

David Thoreau 
What ever crushes individuality is despotism, no matter what name it is called. John Stuart Mill 
What ever disunites man from God, also disunites man from man. Edmund Burke 
What experience and history teach is this - that nations and governments have never learned 

anything from history, or acted upon any lessons they might have drawn from it. Georg Wilhelm 
Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831) 

What fairy-like music steals over the sea, Entrancing our senses with charmed melody? C. B. 
Wilson ( -1846) 

What find you better or more honourable than age? Take the preheminence of it in everything, - in 
an old friend, in old wine, in an old pedigree. Shakerley Marmion (1602-1639) 



What frenzy dictates, jealousy believes. John Gay 
What garlic is to food, insanity is to art. 
What garlic is to salad, insanity is to art. Augustus Saint-Gaudens 
What God will, that must be. John Clarke 
What good is dreamin' / If I must dream all alone by myself / Without you darling / My arms would 

gather dust. Aaron Schroeder & Ben Weisman 
What good is progress if it is unevenly distributed? 
What government is the best? That which teaches us to govern ourselves. Johann Wolfgang von 

Goethe (1749-1832) 
What greater thing is there for two human souls than to feel that they are joined... to strengthen each 

other... to be at one with each other in silent unspeakable memories. George Elliot 
What happens is not as important as how you react to what happens. Thaddeus Golas 
What happens to the hole when the cheese is gone? Bertolt Brecht  (1898-1956) 
What happens to your fist when you open your hand? Zen Buddhism 
What happens when an irresistible force meets an immovable object? An inconceivable disturbance. 
What happens when you cut back the jungle?  It recedes. 
What has four legs and an arm? A happy pit bull. 
What has history to do with me? Mine is the first and only world! I want to report how I find the 

world. What others have told me about the world is a very small and incidental part of my 
experience. I have to judge the world, to measure things. Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889-1951) 

What has love got to do with getting married? 
What has not been examined impartially has not been well examined. Skepticism is therefore the 

first step toward truth. Denis Diderot 
What has puzzled us before seems less mysterious, and the crooked paths look straighter as we 

approach the end. Jean Paul Richter 
What has reality ever done for anyone? 
What helps people, helps business. Leo Burnett 
What I am is good enough if I would only be it openly. Carl Rogers 
What I aspired to be, and was not, comforts me. R. Browning 
What I don't understand is how women can pour hot wax on their bodies, let it dry, then rip out 

every single hair by its root and still be scared of spiders. Jerry Seinfield 
What I dream is an art of balance, of purity and serenity, devoid of troubeling and depressing 

subject matter...a shooting, calming influence on the mind, something like a good armchair 
which provides relaxation from physical fatigue. Henry Matisse 

What I gave, I have; what I spent, I had; what I kept, I lost. Old Epitaph 
What I have to say is far more important than how long my eyelashes are. Alanis Morissette 
What I look forward to is continued immaturity followed by death. Dave Barry 
What I must do is all that concerns me. This rule, equally arduous in actual and intellectual life, 

may serve for the whole distinction between greatness and meanness. It is harder because you 
will always find those who think they know what is your duty better than you know it. Ralph 
Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 

What I ought to do, I can; if I can, why don't I? 
What I said never changed anyone. What they understood did. 
What I say or do here won't matter much, nor should it. Dan Rather 
What I tell you three times is true. 
What, I wonder, do these busy folks get done? Are they not to be classed with the woman who in 

her confusion about the house being on fire carried out the firetongs? What things of greater 
account, do you suppose, will they rescue from life's great conflagration? Sören Kierkegaard 
(1813-1855) 



What if a demon were to creep after you one night, in your loneliest loneness, and say, "This life 
which you live must be lived by you once again and innumerable times more; and every pain and 
joy and thought and sigh must come again to you, all in the same sequence. The eternal 
hourglass will again and again be turnedand you with it, dust of the dust"! Would you throw 
yourself down and gnash your teeth and curse that demon? Or would you answer, "Never have I 
heard anything more divine"? Friedrich Nietzsche 

What if everything is an illusion and nothing exists?  In that case, I definitely overpaid for my 
carpet. Woody Allen 

What if nothing exists and we're all in somebody's dream?  Or what's worse, what if only that fat 
guy in the third row exists? Woody Allen 

What If The Hokey Pokey Is Really What It's All About? 
What if there were no hypothetical situations? 
What, in fact, is the Absurd Man? He who, without negating it, does nothing for the eternal. Not 

that nostalgia is foreign to him. But he prefers his courage and his reasoning. The first teaches 
him to live without appeal and to get along with what he has; the second informs him of his 
limits. Albert Camus (1913-1960) 

What is a committee?  A group of the unwilling, picked from the unfit, to do the unnecessary. 
Richard Harkness 

What is a "free gift" - aren't all gifts free? 
What is a home without children? Quiet. Henny Youngman 
What is a magician but a practising theorist? Obi-Wan Kenobi 
What is a man born for but to be a reformer, a remaker of what has been made, a denouncer of lies, 

a restorer of truth and good? Ralph Waldo Emerson 
What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? New Testament 
What is a rebel? A man who says no. Albert Camus (1913-1960) 
What is a socialist? One who has yearnings / To share equal profits from unequal earnings. Dean 

(William R.) Inge (1860-1954) 
What is an atheist's favorite movie?  "Coincidence on 34th Street" 
What is another word for "thesaurus"? 
What is aristocracy? A corporation of the best, of the bravest. Thomas Carlyle 
What is art? Nature concentrated. Honore de Balzac (1799-1850) 
What is bad? All that proceeds from weakness. Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) 
What is beautiful is good and who is good will soon also be beautiful. Sappho 
What is called a sincere work is one that is endowed with enough strength to give reality to an 

illusion. Max Jacob 
What is called genius is the abundance of life and health. Henry David Thoreau 
What is called resignation is confirmed desperation. Henry David Thoreau 
What is chaos but matter disturbed by immaterial forces. Herbert Read 
What is crime amongst the multitude, is only vice among the few. Benjamin Disraeli 
What is defeat? Nothing but education, nothing but the first step to something better. Wendell 

Phillips 
What is done with joy is always better done. H. L. (Henry Lewis) Mencken 
What is food to one, is to others bitter poison. Lucretius 
What is food to one may be fierce poison to others. Lucretius 
What is gained in the shortness, may be lost in the goodness of the way. John Ray 
What is good? All that elevates the feeling of power, the will to power, the power itself in man. 

Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) 
What is good for the country is good for General Motors and vice versa. Charles E. Wilson 
What is happiness? The feeling that power increases - that resistance is being overcome. Friedrich 

Nietzsche (1844-1900) 



What is heavier: A ton of feathers or a ton of bricks? 
What is history but a fable agreed upon? Napoleon Bonaparte 
What is important in life is life, and not the result of life. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
What is, is. Werner Erhard 
What is it: is man only a blunder of God, or God only a blunder of man? Friedrich Nietzsche 
What is it that the common people take for 'knowledge'? Nothing more than this: Something strange 

is to be reduced to something familiar. Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) 
What is laid down, ordered, factual is never enough to embrace the whole truth:  life always spills 

over the rim of every cup. Boris Pasternak 
What is life? It is the flash of a firefly in the night. It is the breath of a buffalo in the wintertime. It is 

the little shadow which runs across the grass and loses itself in the sunset. Crowfoot (1890) 
What is Life? It's the cereal Mikey likes. 
What is life without a character? Trusler 
What is luck? It is not only chance, it is also creating the opportunity, recognizing it when it is 

there, and taking it when it comes. Natasha Josefowitz 
What is man in nature? Nothing in relation to the infinite, all in relation to nothing, a mean between 

nothing and everything. Blaise Pascal 
What is mind? No matter. What is matter? Never mind.  Thomas H. Key 
What is moral is what you feel good after and what is immoral is what you feel bad after. Ernest 

Hemingway 
What is morality" she asked.  "Judgement to distinguish right and wrong, vision to see the truth, 

courage to act upon it, dedication to that which is good, integrity to stand by the good at any 
price. Ayn Rand 

What is more difficult, to think of an encampment on the moon or of Harlem rebuilt? Both are now 
within the reach of our resources. Both now depend upon human decision and human will. Adlai 
E. Stevenson 

What is natural in him is realized by itself; it presents no problem. That is precisely why man does 
not consider it his true being. His extranatural part, on the other hand, is not there from the outset 
and of itself; it is but an aspiration, a project of life. And this we feel to be our true being; we call 
it our personality, our self. Jose Ortega y Gasset (1883-1955) 

What is new is not true and what is true is not new. 
What is not good for the swarm is not good for the bee. Marcus Aurelius Antoninus (121-180) 
What is not good for the swarm is not good for the bees. French Proverb 
What is now proved was once only imagined. William Blake 
What is read twice is commonly better remembered than what is transcribed. Samuel Johnson 

(1709-1784) 
What is required is sight and insight ; then you might add one more: excite. Robert Frost 
What is research but a blind date with knowledge?  Will Harvey 
What is right is often forgotten by what is convenient. B. Thoene 
What is sad for women of my generation is that they weren't supposed to work if they had families. 

What were they going to do when the children are grown - watch the raindrops coming down the 
window pane? Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis 

What is the difference between a taxidermist and a tax collector? The taxidermist takes only your 
skin. Mark Twain 

What is the difference between method and device? A method is a device which you used twice. 
George Pólya 

What is the difference between unethical and ethical advertising? Unethical advertising uses 
falsehoods to deceive the public; ethical advertising uses truth to deceive the public. Vilhjalmur 
Stefansson 



What is the function that a clergyman performs in the world? Answer: he gets his living by assuring 
idiots that he can save them from an imaginary hell. It's a business almost indistinguishable from 
that of a seller of snake-oil for rheumatism. H. L. Mencken 

What is the hardest thing in the world? To think. Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 
What is the real function, the essential function, the supreme function, of language? Isn't it merely 

to convey ideas and emotions? Certainly. Then if we can do it with words of fonetic brevity and 
compactness, why keep the present cumbersome forms? Mark Twain 

What is the sound of one hand clapping? Confucius (551-479 BC) 
What is the speed of dark? 
What is the use of straining after an amiable view of things, when a cynical view is most likely to 

be the true one? George Bernard Shaw 
What is the vector which is orthogonal to itself? 
What is there in thee, Moon! that thou should'st move my heart so potently? John Keats (1795-

1821) 
What is this true meditation? It is to make everything: coughing, swallowing, waving the arms, 

motion, stillness, words, action, the evil and the good, prosperity and shame, gain and loss, right 
and wrong, into one single koan. Hakuin 

What is tolerance? - it is the consequence of humanity. We are all formed of frailty and error; let us 
pardon reciprocally each other's folly - that is the first law of nature. Voltaire 

What is vice today may be virtue tomorrow. 
What is virtue today may be vice tomorrow. 
What is worth doing is worth doing for money. 
What is worth doing is worth overdoing. 
What is worth doing is worth the trouble of asking someone to do. 
What kills a skunk is the publicity it gives itself. Abraham Lincoln 
What lies behind us and lies before us are small matters compared to what lies within us. Ralph 

Waldo Emerson 
What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us. Ralph 

Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 
What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us. Oliver 

Wendell Holmes Jr. 
What lies beyond life shines not to those who are childish, or careless, or deluded by wealth. "This 

is the only world: there is no other," they say; and thus they go from death to death. Upanishads 
(c. B.C. 800) 

What lies in the heart of a man can only be known if it passes the throat. Yoruban Proverb 
What light is to the eyes, what air is to the lungs, what love is to the heart, liberty is to the soul of 

man. Robert Green Ingersoll 
What loneliness is more lonely than distrust? George Eliot 
What looks like a loss may be the very event which is subsequently responsible for helping to 

produce the major achievement of your life. Srully Blotnick 
What luck for (the) rulers, that men do not think. Adolph Hitler 
What madness it is for a man to starve himself to enrich his heir, and so turn a friend into an enemy! 

For his joy at your death will be proportioned to what you leave him. Seneca 
What maintains one vice would bring up two children. Benjamin Franklin 
What makes the universe so hard to comprehend is that there's nothing to compare it with. 
What man knows is everywhere at war with what he wants. Joseph Wood Krutch 
What may be done at any time will be done at no time. Scottish Proverb 
What!  Me worry?  Alfred E. Newman 
What makes men of genius, or rather, what they make, is not new ideas, it is  that idea - possessing 

them - that what has been said has still not been said enough. Eugene Delacroix (1798-1863) 



What makes the difference between a Nation that is truly great and one that is merely rich and 
powerful?  It is the simple things that make the difference.  Honesty, knowing right from wrong, 
openness, self-respect, and the courage of conviction. David L. Boren 

What men call gallantry and gods adultery, / Is much more common where the climate's sultry. 
Lord Byron (Don Juan) 

What men have called friendship is only a social arrangement, a mutual adjustment of interests, an 
interchange of services given and received; it is, in sum, simply a business from which those 
involved propose to derive a steady profit for their own self-love. François, Duc de La 
Rochefoucauld (1613-80) 

What men prize most is a privilege, even if it be that of chief mourner at a funeral. James Russell 
Lowell 

What men usually ask for when they pray to God is, that two and two may not make four. Russian 
Proverb 

What more can I do / Doin' the best / The best I can / But it's not good enough for you. Doc Pomus 
& Mort Shuman 

What must be, must be. John Wesley 
What on earth would a man do with himself if something did not stand in his way? 
What one can conceive and believe one can achieve. 
What one does is what counts and not what one had the intention of doing. Pablo Picasso 
What one has learned must be passed on or life is nothing. At least one must try to pass it on. 
What one is accustomed to in youth, one does in old age. 
What one knows it is sometimes useful to forget. Latin Proverb 
What orators lack in depth they make up (for) in length. Baron de Montesquieu 
What oxygen is to the lungs, such is hope to the meaning of life. Emil Brunner 
What part of no don't you understand. 
What passes as a womans intuition, is usually nothing more than a mans transparency. 
What passes for optimism is most often the effect of an intellectual error. Raymond Aron 
What passions cannot music raise or quell? John Dryden 
What people say behind your back is your standing in the community. Ed Howe 
What pity is it that we can die but once to serve our country! Joseph Addison (1672-1719) 
What power can poverty have over a home where loving hearts are beating with a consciousness of 

untold riches of the head and heart? Orison Swett Marden 
What really decides consumers to buy or not to buy is the content of your advertising, not its form. 

David Ogilvy 
What really matters is what happens in us - not to us. 
What really matters is what you do with what you have. Shirley Lord 
What remarkable, extraordinary and amazing things will you do with this wild and wonderful 

miracle, your one and only life? Dr. Philip Humbert 
What sane person could live in this world and not be crazy? Ursula K. LeGuin 
What scoundrel stole the cork from my lunch?  J. D. Farley 
What seems to be generosity is often no more than disguised ambition, which overlooks a small 

interest in order to secure a great one. François de la Rochefoucauld 
What sets worlds in motion is the interplay of differences, their attractions and repulsions; life is 

plurality, death is uniformity. Octavio Paz 
What should we do with all the people who are dying? "Bury them, I guess." 
What should you do when you see an endangered animal eating an endangered plant? 
What soap is for the body, tears are for the soul. 
What some people mistake for the high cost of living, is really the cost of living high. 
What soon grows old?  Gratitude. Aristotle 



What spectacle can be more edifying or more seasonable than that of Liberty and Learning, each 
leaning on the other for their natural and surest support. James Madison 

What speeds up, must slow down. But who says it's ever gonna speed up? (Goebel's Law of Rush 
Hour Traffic) 

What success I achieved in the theater is due to the fact that I have always worked just as hard when 
there were ten people in the house as when there were thousands. Just as hard in Springfield, 
Illinois as on Broadway. Bill "Bojangles" Robinson 

What the American public wants in the theater is a tragedy with a happy ending. William D. 
Howells 

What the caterpillar calls the end, the butterfly calls the beginning. 
What the country needs is dirtier fingernails and cleaner minds. Will Rogers 
What the eye sees not, the heart rues not. 
What the fool does in the end, the wise man does at the beginning. 
What the fool does in the end, the wise man does in the beginning. 
What the gentleman seeks, he seeks within himself; what the small man seeks, he seeks in others. 

Confucius (551-479 BC) 
What the heart thinks, the tongue speaks. Romanian Proverb 
What the hell, go ahead and put all your eggs in one basket. 
What the imagination seizes as beauty must be the truth. John Keats 
What the large print giveth, the small print taketh away. 
What the people believe is true. Native American Proverb (Anishinabe) 
What the rake gathers, the fork scatters. Russian Proverb 
What the statesman is most anxious to produce is a certain moral character in his fellow citizens, 

namely a disposition to virtue and the performance of virtuous actions. Aristoteles (384-322 B.C) 
What the superior man seeks is in himself; what the small man seeks is in others. Francois La 

Rochefoucauld 
What the world calls originality is only an unaccustomed method of tickling it. George Bernard 

Shaw 
What the world really needs is more love and less paperwork. Pearl Bailey (1918-1990) 
What, then is our duty? It is to carefully distinguish the historic moment in which we live and to 

consciously assign our small energies to a specific battlefield. The more we are in phase with the 
current which leads the way, the more we aid man in his difficult, uncertain, danger-fraught 
ascent toward salvation. Nikos Kazantzakis 

What then remains but that we still should cry / For being born, and, being born, to die? Francis 
Bacon (1561-1626) 

What they are, therefore, coincides with their production, both with what they produce and with 
how they produce. The nature of individuals thus depends on the material conditions determining 
their production. Karl Marx (1818-1883) 

What thin partitions sense from thought divide! Alexander Pope 
What this country needs is a dime that will buy a good five cent bagel. 
What this country needs is a good five-cent nickel. Franklin P. Adams 
What this country needs is more free speech worth listening to. Hansel B. Duckett 
What this country needs is more leaders who know what this country needs. 
What torture love is! 
What two ideas is more inseparable than Beer and Britannia? Sydney Smith (1771-1845) 
What use is magic if it can't save a unicorn?  Peter Beagle 
What used to be called liberal is now called radical, what used to be called radical is now called 

insane, what used to be called reactionary is now called moderate, and what used to be called 
insane is now called solid conservative thinking. Tony Kushner 



What was any art but a mould in which to imprison for a moment the shining elusive element which 
is life itselflife hurrying past us and running away, too strong to stop, too sweet to lose. Willa 
Cather 

What was hard to endure is sweet to recall. French Proverb 
What was sliced bread the greatest thing since? 
What was the best thing before sliced bread? What we have to learn to do, we learn by doing. 

Aristotle (B.C. 384-322) 
What we anticipate seldom occurs; what we least expected generally happens. Benjamin Disraeli 

(1804-1881) 
What we become depends on what we read after all the professors have finished with us. The 

greatest university of all is the collection of books. Thomas Carlyle 
What we call despair is often only the painful eagerness of unfed hope. George Eliot 
What we call love is so multifaceted, so changing and colorful - much like the view through a 

kaleidoscope. Max Lüscher 
What we call reality is an agreement that people have arrived at to make life more livable. Louise 

Nevelson 
What we do for ourselves dies with us; what we do for others and the world remains and is 

immortal. Albert Pine 
What we first learn, we best can. James Kelly 
What we frankly give, forever is our own. George Granville 
What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us; what we have done for others and the world 

remains and is immortal. Albert Pike 
What we hope ever to do with ease, we must learn first to do with diligence. Samuel Johnson (1709-

1784) 
What we know is not much. What we do not know is immense. (Allegedly his last words.) Pierre-

Simon Laplace 
What we know of the past is mostly not worth knowing. What is worth knowing is mostly 

uncertain. Events in the past may roughly be divided into those which probably never happened 
and those which do not matter. W. R. Inge 

What we learn from history is that we do not learn from history. 
What we must try to be, of course, is ourselves... and wholeheartedly. We must find out what we 

really are and what we really want. Nelson Boswell 
What we need most, is not so much to realize the ideal as to idealize the real. H. F. Hedge 
What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly; it is dearness only that gives everything its value. 

Thomas Paine 
What we obtain too cheap we esteem too little; it is dearness only that gives everything its value. 

Thomas Paine 
What we see depends mainly on what we look for. John Lubbock 
What we see is mainly what we look for. 
What we shall desire for individuals is now clear: strong creative impulses, overpowering and 

absorbing the instinct of possession; reverence for others; respect for the fundamental creative 
impulse in ourselves. Bertrand Russell (1872-1970) 

What we vividly imagine, ardently desire, enthusiastically act upon, must inevitably come to pass. 
Colin P. Sisson 

What we want is to see the child in pursuit of knowledge, and not knowledge in pursuit of the child. 
George Bernard Shaw 

What will a nice girl do? She won't give an inch, but she won't say no. 
What will be, will be. 
What wine is so sparkling, so fragrant, so intoxicating, as possibility! Sören Kierkegaard 
What wisdom can you find that is greater than kindness? Jean-Jacques Rousseau 



What worries me most, is that I am not worried at all. Nils-Johan Rodal 
What would God say if He were still on speaking terms with man? 
What would have become of our world if the cunning hand of chance had not worked its way into 

our educational system? Georg Lichtenberg 
What would life be if we had no courage to attempt anything? Vincent Van Gogh (1853-1890) 
What would you attempt if you knew you could not fail? Dr. Robert Schuller 
What would you do even if you got no pay for it? Therein lies the secret of your deepest and highest 

calling. Work toward doing that work full-time. Dalton Roberts 
What you are afraid to do is a clear indicator of the next thing you need to do. Dr. Robert Anthony 
What you are is God's gift to you, what you become is your gift to God. 
What you are, not what you have, is what makes you rich. 
What you are thunders so that I cannot hear what you say to the contrary. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
What you can't disguise, euphemize! (Crouton's First Law of Stock Rotation) 
What you cannot enforce, do not command. Socrates 
What you deny to others will be denied to you, for the plain reason that you are always legislating 

for yourself; all your words and actions define the world you want to live in. Thaddeus Golas 
What you do is more important than how much you make, and how you feel about it is more 

important than what you do. Jerry Gillies 
What you do not want done to you, do not do to others. 
What you do speaks so loud that I cannot hear what you say. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
What you do when you don't have to, determines what you will be when you can no longer help it. 

Rudyard Kipling 
What you do when you don't have to do it will determine what you are when it's too late to do 

anything about it! 
What you don't do is always more important than what you do. 
What you don't know will always hurt you. (First Law of Blissful Ignorance) 
What you don't see with your eyes, don't invent with your mouth. Jewish Proverb 
What you enjoy is much more important than what you have. 
What you get by achieving your goals is not as important as what you become by achieving your 

goals. Zig Ziglar 
What you give you get, ten times over. Yoruba Proverb 
What you have become is the price you paid to get what you used to want. Mignon McLaughlin 
What you have in your mind, your talents, your native abilities, no one can take from you. When 

you die you take them with you. Use them diligently while you are here. Alfred A. Montapert 
What you keep to yourself you lose, what you give away, you keep forever. Axel Munthe 
What you leave alone today will come back to haunt you tomorrow. Confucius 
What you say in advertising is more important than how you say it. David Ogilvy 
What you see can depend on what you look for. 
What you spend years building, someone may try to destroy overnight; Build anyway. 
What you teach your own children is what you really believe in. Cathy Warner Weatherford 
What your heart thinks great is great. The soul's response is always right. 
What's all this brouhaha? 
What's another word for synonym? 
What's another word for Thesaurus? Steven Wright 
What's done to children, they will do to society. 
What's done's done. 
What's in a name? That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet. William 

Shakespeare 
What's madness but nobility of soul / At odds with circumstance? Theodore Roethke 



What's money? A man is a success if he gets up in the morning and gets to bed at night, and in 
between he does what he wants to. Bob Dylan 

What's one man's poison, signor, is another's meat or drink. Francis Beaumont & John Fletcher 
What's reality anyway? Nothing but a collective hunch. Lily Tomlin 
What's really important in life?  Sitting on a beach?  Looking a television eight hours a day?  I think 

we have to appreciate that we're alive for only a limited period of time, and we'll spend most of 
our lives working.  That being the case, I believe one of the most important priorities is to do 
whatever we do as well as we can.  We should take pride in that. Victor Kiam 

What's so funny? 
What's the definition of a good flame? One you agree with. Karl Lehenbauer 
What's the difference between an egg? 
What's the matter with the world?  Why, there ain't but one thing wrong with every one of us - and 

that's "selfishness." Will Rogers 
What's the point of going out? We're just going to wind up back here, anyway. Homer Simpson 
What's the shortest route around an island? 
What's the sound a name makes when it's dropped? 
Whatever a man seeks, honors, or exalts more than God, this is the god of his idolatry. William B. 

Ullathorne 
Whatever America hopes to bring to pass in the world must first come to pass in the heart of 

America. Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969) 
Whatever became of eternal truth? 
Whatever can go to New York, will. (Murray's Rule of Baseball) 
Whatever exists in Nature necessarily exists as it does exist, and it is absolutely impossible that it 

should be otherwise. Johann Gottlieb Fichte (1762-1814) 
Whatever goes up, stays up. (Law of Insurance and Taxes) 
Whatever happened to the first of the Mohicans? 
Whatever happens at all happens as it should; thou wilt find this true, if thou shouldst watch closely. 

Marcus Aurelius Antoninus (121-180) 
Whatever happens to you, it will have previously happened to everyone you know, only more so. 
Whatever happens to you, it will previously have happened to everyone you know, only more so. 

(Meader's Law) 
Whatever has been well said by anyone is my property. Seneca 
Whatever hits the fan will not be evenly distributed. (Law of Probable Dispersal) 
Whatever is done without ostentation, and without the people being witnesses of it, is, in my 

opinion, most praiseworthy: not that the public eye should be entirely avoided, for good actions 
desire to be placed in the light; but notwithstanding this, the greatest theater for virtue is 
conscience. Cicero 

Whatever is funny is subversive. George Orwell 
Whatever is in any way beautiful hath its source of beauty in itself, and is complete in itself; praise 

forms no part of it. So it is none the worse nor the better for being praised. Marcus Aurelius 
Antoninus (121-180) 

Whatever is, is in its causes just. John Dryden (1631-1701) 
Whatever is, is right. Alexander Pope 
Whatever is not nailed down is the government's. Whatever the government can pry loose is not 

nailed down. 
Whatever is objectively a motive, in this sense, must be something that is extant in the view or 

apprehension of the understanding, or perceiving faculty. Nothing can induce or invite the mind 
to will or act any thing, any further than it is perceived, or is some way or other in the mind's 
view; for what is wholly unperceived and perfectly out of the mind's view, cannot affect the 
mind at all. Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) 



Whatever is popular deserves attention. James Mackintosh 
Whatever is to be a hook, bends early. German Proverb 
Whatever is to be a nettle, burns early. German Proverb 
Whatever is worth doing at all, is worth doing well. Phillip Stanhope 
Whatever it is, I didn't do it! 
Whatever it is, I fear Greeks even when they bring gifts. 
Whatever it is that hits the fan will not be evenly distributed. (Law of Probable Dispersal) 
Whatever makes men good Christians, makes them good citizens. Daniel Webster (1782-1852) 
Whatever man has done, man may do. C. Reade 
Whatever misfortune may be your lot, it could only be worse in Cleveland. 
Whatever one man is capable of conceiving, other men will be able to achieve. Jules Verne 
Whatever our point of view or frame of reference, the world is richer and more amazing than we 

realize. All frames of reference are limited. All points of view can be supplemented by further 
experience under new and various conditions. Donald Granger 

Whatever sceptic could inquire for, / For every why he had a wherefore. Samuel Butler (1600-1680) 
Whatever the game is, play it as a professional. Peter B. Medawar 
Whatever the human law may be, neither an individual nor a nation can commit the least act of 

injustice against the obscurest individual without having to pay the penalty for it. Henry David 
Thoreau 

Whatever the stomach is full of, with that the mouth runs over. Swabian proverb 
Whatever universe a professor believes in must at any rate be a universe that lends itself to lengthy 

discourse. A universe definable in two sentences is something for which the professorial intellect 
has no use. No faith in anything of that cheap kind! William James (1842-1910) 

Whatever we accomplish in life, if it's solely for our own good, then it doesn't mean that much. The 
things you do that affect others in a positive way are the ones that count. Whatever facet of life 
you're in, God has given you a gift; do the best you can with that gift. Alberto Salazar 

Whatever women do they must do twice as well as men to be thought half as good.  Luckily this is 
not difficult. Charlotte Whitton 

Whatever you are, be a good one. Abraham Lincoln 
Whatever you are by nature, keep to it; never desert your line of talent. Be what nature intended you 

for, and you will succeed. Sydney Smith 
Whatever you can do, or believe you can, begin it. Boldness has genius, power and magic in it. 

Goethe 
Whatever you cannot understand, you cannot possess. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
Whatever you do, or dream, begin it now. Boldness has genius, power and magic in it. Begin it 

now. Goethe 
Whatever you set out to do, something else must be done first. (Murphy's Ninth Law) 
Whatever you want to do, you have to do something else first. 
Whatever your advice, make it brief. Horace 
Whatever your heart clings to and confides in, that is really your God. Martin Luther (1483-1536) 
Whatever you're ready for is ready for you. Mark Victor Hansen 
Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. St. Paul 
Whatsoever that be within us that feels, thinks, desires, and animates, is something celestial, divine, 

and, consequently, imperishable. Aristotle (B.C. 384-322) 
Whatsoever was the father of a disease, an ill diet was the mother. George Herbert 
When a Banker jumps out of a window, jump after him - that's where the money is. Robespierre 
When a blind man carries a lame man, both go forward. Swedish proverb 
When a body is immersed in water, the phone rings. (Alexander Bell's theorem) 
When a broken machine is demonstrated for the repairman, it will work perfectly. 



When a candidate for public office faces the voters he does not face men of sense; he faces a mob of 
men whose distinguishing mark is the fact that they are quite incapable of weighing ideas, or 
even comprehending any save the most elemental men whose chief thinking is done in terms of 
emotion, and whose dominant emotion is the dread of what they cannot understand. H. L. (Henry 
Lewis) Mencken 

When a client comes to us with a product, he is, in effect, giving us a problem to be solved... Some 
of the biggest advertising mistakes are people who imagine they know what the problem is, or 
they're not even thinking about; they're just coming up with that brilliant idea and trying to force 
the problem to fit it. Mary Wells Lawrence 

When a company or salesman takes the time and initiative to objectively educate you on all the 
products in the field you're considering making a purchase, it gains your trust and favor. Jay 
Abraham 

When a cow tries to scratch its ear, It means a shower be very near, When it begins to thump its rib 
with its tail, Look out for thunder, lightning and hail. English Proverb 

When a day that you happen to know is Wednesday starts off sounding like Sunday, there is 
something seriously wrong somewhere. John Wyndham 

When a distinguished but elderly scientist states that something is possible, he is almost certainly 
right. When he states that something is impossible, he is very probably wrong. (Clarke's First 
Law) 

When a doctor looks me square in the face and can't see no money in me, then I am happy. Josh 
Billings 

When a dog bites a man that is not news, but when a man bites a dog that is news. John B. Bogart 
& Charles Anderson Dana (1819-1897) 

When a fellow says, "It ain't the money but the principle of the thing," it's the money. Kin (Kim?) 
Hubbard 

When a fellow tells me he's bipartisan, I know he's going to vote against me. Harry S. Truman 
When a finger points at the moon, the imbecile looks at the finger. Chinese Proverb 
When a fool is annoyed, he quickly lets it be known. Sensible people will ignore an insult. Solomon 
When a friend asks, there is no tomorrow. Cotgrave 
When a friend is in trouble, don't annoy him by asking if there is anything you can do. Think up 

something appropriate and do it. Edgar Watson Howe 
When a girl ceases to blush, she has lost the most powerful charm of her beauty. Gregory I 
When a girl marries she exchanges the attention of many men for the inattention of one. Helen 

Rowland 
When a girl says, "you're going too far", she means you are getting too close? 
When a hammer is the only tool, every problem looks like a nail. 
When a journey begins badly it rarely ends well. Jules Verne 
When a lot of remedies are suggested for a disease, that means it cannot be cured. Anton Chekhov 
When a man asks himself what is meant by action he proves that he isn't a man of action. Action is 

a lack of balance. In order to act you must be somewhat insane. A reasonably sensible man is 
satisfied with thinking. Georges Clemenceau 

When a man becomes familiar with his goddess, she quickly sinks into a woman. Joseph Addison 
When a man becomes too famous for his riches, He is destroyed by his wealth. It is common that 

rich men are assaulted, But beggars pass through without harm. Saskya Pandita (1182-1251) 
When a man begins to drink he is like a lamb, then he becomes successively like the lion, the ape, 

and the sow. 
When a man blames others for his failures, it's a good idea to credit others with his successes. 

Howard W. Newton 
When a man boasts about what he'll do tomorrow we like to find out what he did yesterday. 
When a man changes his mind as much as a woman; chances are he's married to her. 



When a man dies, he does not die just of the disease he has; he dies of his whole life. 
When a man has a birthday he sometimes takes a day off. When a woman has a birthday she 

sometimes takes a year off. 
When a man has cast his longing eye on offices, a rottenness begins in his conduct. Thomas 

Jefferson 
When a man has luck, even his ox calves. Yiddish Proverb 
When a man has no reason to trust himself, he trusts in luck. Ed Howe 
When a man has not a good reason for doing a thing, he has one good reason for letting it alone. 

Thomas Scott 
When a man is asleep his soul takes the consciousness of the several senses and goes to rest with 

them on the Supreme Spirit who is in the human heart. When all the senses are quiet the man is 
said to be asleep. The soul holds the powers of life - breath, voice, eye, ear, and mind - and they 
rest in quietness. Upanishads (c. B.C. 800) 

When a man is in love or in debt, someone else has the advantage. Bill Balance 
When a man is out of sight, it is not too long before he is out of mind. Thomas à Kempis 
When a man is tired of London he is tired of life; for there is in London all that life can afford. 

Samuel Johnson (1709-1784) 
When a man is wrong and won't admit it, he always gets angry. Haliburton 
When a man makes a woman his wife, it's the highest compliment he can pay her, and it's usually 

the last. Helen Rowland 
When a man retires and time is no longer a matter of urgent importance, his colleagues generally 

present him with a clock. R. C. Sheriff 
When a man says money can do anything, that settles it; he hasn't any. Edgar W. Howe (1853-1937) 
When a man says money can't do anything, that settles it: he hasn't any. E. W. Howe 
When a man sits with a pretty girl for an hour, it seems like a minute. But let him sit on a hot stove 

for a minute - then it is longer than any hour. That's relativity. Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 
When a man sleeps, his head is in his stomach. George Herbert 
When a man tells you he got rich through hard work, ask him "Whose?"  Don Marquis 
When a man tells you what people are saying about you, tell him what people are saying about him; 

that will immediately take his mind off your troubles. E. W. Howe 
When a man throws an empty cigarette package from an automobile, he is liable to a fine of $50. 

When a man throws a billboard across a view, he is richly rewarded. Pat Brown 
When a man wants to murder a tiger he calls it sport; when the tiger wants to murder him he calls it 

ferocity. George Bernard Shaw 
When a man's best friend is his dog, that dog has a problem. Edward Abbey 
When a man's dog turns against him it is time for a wife to pack her trunk and go home to mama. 

Mark Twain 
When a man's house is on fire, it's time to break off chess. James Fuller 
When a man's knowledge is not in order, the more of it he has the greater will be his confusion. 

Herbert Spencer (1820-1903) 
When a person acts without knowledge of what he thinks, feels, needs or wants, he does not yet 

have the option of choosing to act differently. Clark Moustakas 
When a person can no longer laugh at himself, it is time for others to laugh at him. Thomas Szasz 
When a person cannot deceive himself the chances are against his being able to deceive other 

people. Mark Twain 
When a person is always right, there is something wrong. 
When a person is down in the world, an ounce of help is better than a pound of preaching. Edward 

G. Bulwer-Lytton 
When a person is willing and eager, God joins in. 
When a person wants to believe something, it doesn't take much to convince them. 



When a philosopher says something which is true then it is trivial. When he says something that is 
not trivial then it is false. Carl Friedrich Gauss 

When a resolute fellow steps up to that great bully, the world, and takes him boldly by the beard, he 
is often surprised to find that the beard comes off in his hand, that it was only tied on to scare 
away timid adventurers. 

When a student comes and asks, "Should I become a mathematician?" the answer should be no. If 
you have to ask, you shouldn't even ask. Paul Halmos 

When a subject becomes totally obsolete we make it a required course. Peter F. Drucker 
When a thing has been said and said well, have no scruple. Take it and copy it. Anatole France 
When a thing has been said and well said, have no scruple; take it and copy it. Anatole France 
When a thing is done advice comes too late. G. Delamothe & Romanian Proverb 
When a thing is new, people say: 'It is not true.' Later, when its truth becomes obvious, they say: 'It 

is not important.' Finally, when its importance cannot be denied, they say: 'Anyway, it is not 
new.' William James (1842-1910) 

When a thing is said to be not worth refuting you may be sure that either it is flagrantly stupid-in 
which case all comment is superfluous-or it is something formidable, the very crux of the 
problem. Miguel de Unamuno (1864-1936) 

When a true genius appears in this world, you may know him by the sign, that the dunces are all in 
confederacy against him. Jonathan Swift 

When a virtuous man is raised, it brings gladness to his friends, grief to his enemies, and glory to 
his posterity. Ben Jonson 

When a woman is talking to you, listen to what she says with her eyes. Victor Hugo 
When a woman wants a man to listen to reason, she wants him to listen to her. 
When a young man begins to go down hill everything seems to be greased for the occasion. Josh 

Billings (H.W. Shaw) 
When action grows unprofitable, gather information; when information grows unprofitable, sleep. 

Ursula K. LeGuin 
When Adam delved and Eve span, who was then the gentleman? Hampole 
When Adam dolve, and Eve span, / Who was then the gentleman? John Ball 
When Adam wove and Eve span, / Where was there then the nobleman? Finnish Saying 
When aiming for the common denominator, be prepared for the occasional division by zero. 
When all desires that surge in the heart are / Renounced, the mortal becomes immortal. / When all 

the knots that strangle the heart are / Loosened, the mortal becomes immortal. / This sums up the 
teaching of the Scriptures. Upanishads (c. B.C. 800) 

When all else fails, read the instructions. (Cahn's (Cann’s ?) Axiom) (Feldman's Axiom) 
When all else is lost, the future still remains. Christian Nestell Bovee 
When all is said and done, a lot more is said than done. 
When all is said and done, more is said than done. 
When all is said and done, more will be said than done. 
When all men have what belongs to them, it cannot be much. George Herbert 
When all men say you are an ass, it is time to bray. James Howell 
When all men speak, no man hears. James Kelly 
When all the blandishments of life are gone, / The coward sneaks to death, the brave live on. 

George Sewell ( -1726) 
When an ass climbs a ladder, we may find wisdom in women. John Ray 
When an elderly and distinguished scientist says that something is possible, he is very probably 

right. When he says that something is impossible, he is quite possibly wrong. (Clarke's Law) 
When an elephant is in trouble even a frog will kick him. Hindu Proverb 



When an error has been detected and corrected, it will be found to have been wrong in the first 
place. Corollary: After the correction has been found in error, it will be impossible to fit the 
original quantity back into the equation. (Scott's Second Law) 

When an old person dies, a library has burned. African proverb 
When anger rises, think of the consequences. Confucius 
When angry, count a hundred. 
When angry, count four; when very angry, swear. Mark Twain 
When angry count ten before you speak. If very angry a hundred. Thomas Jefferson 
When any mechanical contrivance fails, it will do so at the most inconvenient possible time. 

(Johnson's First Law) 
When any phase of science is getting under way, good observation is indispensable, whereas good 

speculation can wait. Edwin G. Boring 
When anything is used to its full potential, it will break. (Murphy's Thirty-third Law) 
When April blows his horn, it's good both for hay and corn. 
When asked by an anthropologist what the Indians called America before the white man came, an 

Indian said simply, "Ours." Father Andrew 
When authorities warn you of the sinfulness of sex, there is an important lesson to be learned. Do 

not have sex with the authorities. Matt Groening 
When bad men combine, the good must associate else they will fall one by one, an unpitied 

sacrifice in a contemptible struggle. Edmund Burke (1729-1797) 
When beauty fires the blood, how love exalts the mind! John Dryden (1631-1701) 
When bees are old they yield no honey. John Ray 
When beggars die, there are no comets seen; / The heavens themselves blaze forth the death of 

princes. William Shakespeare (1564-1616) 
When better choices are not to be had, / We needs must take the seeming best of bad. Samuel 

Daniel (1562?-1619) 
When boasting ends, there dignity begins. Owen D. Young 
When change itself can give no more, / 'T is easy to be true. Charles Sedley (1639-1701) 
When chickens quit quarrelling over their food they often find that there is enough for all of them. I 

wonder if it might not be the same with the human race. Don Marquis 
When childhood dies, its corpses are called adults and they enter society, one of the politer names 

of hell. That is why we dread children, even if we love them, they show us the state of our decay. 
Brian Aldiss 

When children are doing nothing they are doing mischief. Henry Fielding 
When children stand quiet they have done some ill. George Herbert 
When choosing between two evils, I always like to pick the one I never tried before. Mae West 

(1892-1980) 
When choosing between two evils, I always like to take the one I've never tried before. Mae West 
When choosing between two evils, I always like to try the one I've never tried before. 
When choosing between two evils, I choose the one I haven't tried yet. John Quill Taylor 
When comes the revolution, things will be different - not better, just different. 
When confronted by a difficult problem, you can solve it more easily by reducing it to the question, 

How would the Lone Ranger have handled this? (Brady's First Law of Problem Solving) 
When considering praise or criticism first consider the source. Jeff Daly 
When dealing with people, remember you are not dealing with creatures of logic, but with creatures 

of emotion, creatures bristling with prejudice, and motivated by pride and vanity. Dale Carnegie 
When desire, having rejected reason and overpowered judgment which leads to right, is set in the 

direction of the pleasure which beauty can inspire, and when again under the influence of its 
kindred desires it is moved with violent motion towards the beauty of corporeal forms, it 
acquires a surname from this very violent motion, and is called love. Socrates (470?-399 B.C.) 



When doctors talk of heroic procedures, the heroism is on the part of the patient. Jonathan Miller 
When dogs leap onto your bed, it's because they adore being with you. When cats leap onto your 

bed, it's because they adore your bed. Alisha Everett 
When eating bamboo sprouts, remember the man who planted them. Chinese Proverb 
When elephants fight, the grass loses. 
When even one American - who has done nothing wrong - is forced by fear to shut his mind and 

close his mouth - then all Americans are in peril. Harry S. Truman 
When every physical and mental resource is focused, one's power to solve a problem multiplies 

tremendously. Norman Vincent Peale 
When evolution is outlawed, only outlaws will evolve. 
When executing advertising, it's best to think of yourself as an uninvited guest in the living room of 

a prospect who has the magical power to make you disappear instantly. John O'Toole 
When faith and hope fail try charity - it's love in action. 
When faith is lost, when honor dies, the man is dead. John Greenleaf Whittier 
When fate hands us a lemon, let's try to make a lemonade. Dale Carnegie 
When Fate sends a gift, one receives good fortune. Salman Rushdie 
When firmness is sufficient, rashness is unnecessary. Napoleon Bonaparte 
When flowers are full of heaven-descended dews, they always hang their heads; but men hold theirs 

the higher the more they receive, getting proud as they get full. Beecher (1813-1878) 
When force is necessary, it must be applied boldly, decisively and completely. But one must know 

the limitations of force; one must know when to blend force with a maneuver, the blow with an 
agreement. Leon Trotsky 

When fortune knocks, be sure to open the door. Boyer 
When fortune knocks upon the door open it widely. Spanish Proverb 
When fortune smiles, embrace her. 
When fortune smiles she never shows her teeth. 
When friends ask, there is no tomorrow. 
When friends offer to help, let them. 
When God allows a burden to be put upon you, He will put His arms underneath you to help you 

carry it. 
When God closes a door He opens a window. 
When God created two sexes, he might have been overdoing it.  Charles Smith 
When God endowed human beings with brains, He did not intend to guarantee them. 
When God is made the master of a family, he orders the disorderly. George Herbert 
When God says today, the devil says tomorrow. German Proverb 
When God sneezed, I didn't know what to say. Henny Youngman 
When good Americans die they go to Paris. When bad Americans die they go to America. Oscar 

Wilde 
When great changes occur in history, when great principles are involved, as a rule the majority are 

wrong. The minority are right. Eugene V. Debs (1855-1926) 
When hammering a nail, you will never hit your finger if you hold the hammer with both hands. 

(Leibowitz's Rule) 
When harvest flies hum, there's warm weather to come. English Proverb 
When having a smackerel of something with a friend, don't eat so much that you get stuck in the 

doorway trying to get out. 
When he brayed, the jackass showed he was not a lion. Egyptian Proverb 
When he first ran for office, he appealed to the voters: "I never stole anything in my life. All I ask is 

a chance." 
When his child requests a car, a father will wish that he were a member of some sect that hasn't 

gone beyond the horse. Bill Cosby 



When human power becomes so great and original that we can account for it only as a kind of 
divine imagination, we call it genius. William Crashaw 

When I am dead, I hope it may be said: "His sins were scarlet, but his books were read". Hilaire 
Belloc 

When I came to New York in 1978, I was a full-time school teacher and track runner, and 
determined to retire from competitive running. But winning the New York City Marathon kept 
me running for another decade. Grete Waitz 

When I consider life, it is all a cheat. John Dryden (1631-1701) 
When I despair, I remember that all through history the way of truth and love has always won. 

There have been tyrants and murderers and for a time they seem invincible but in the end, they 
always fall - think of it, ALWAYS. Mahatma Gandhi 

When I die, I hope to go to Heaven, whatever the Hell that is. Ayn Rand (1905-1982) 
When I do something wrong, I plead ignorance. If it comes to a trial I just show up and prove my 

case! 
When I erase a word with a pencil, where does it go? 
When I examine myself and my methods of thought, I come to the conclusion that the gift of 

fantasy has meant more to me than my talent for absorbing positive knowledge. Albert Einstein 
(1879-1955) 

When I find myself in times of trouble / Mother Mary comes to me / Speaking words of wisdom. 
John Lennon & Paul McCartney 

When I gave food to the poor, they called me a saint.  When I asked why the poor were hungry, 
they called me a communist. Dom Helder Camara 

When I get a little money, I buy books.  And if there is any left over, I buy food. Desiderius 
Erasmus (1466-1536) 

When I go to heaven, I want to see my grandpa again. But he better have lost the nose hair and the 
old-man smell. 

When I get that feeling, I need sexual healing. Marvin Gaye 
When I have been asked during these last weeks who caused the riots and the killing in L.A., my 

answer has been direct and simple: Who is to blame for the riots? The rioters are to blame. Who 
is to blame for the killings? The killers are to blame. J. Danforth Quayle 

When I hear music, I fear no danger.  I am invulnerable.  I see no foe. I am related to the earliest 
times, and to the latest. Henry David Thoreau 

When I hear somebody sigh, "Life is hard", I am always tempted to ask: "Compared to what?". 
Sydney Harris 

When I investigate and when I discover that the forces of the heavens and the planets are within 
ourselves, then truly I seem to be living among the gods. Leon Battista Alberti 

When I labor to be brief, I become obscure. Horace 
When I look at my children, I often wish I had remained a virgin.  L. Carter 
When I look back on all the worries I remember the story of the old man who said on his deathbed 

that he had a lot of trouble in his life, most of which never happened. Winston Churchill (1874-
1965) 

When I play with my cat, who knows whether she isn't amusing herself with me more than I am 
with her? Michel Eyquem de Montaigne (1553-1592) 

When I played in the sandbox the cat kept covering me up.  
When I pray, coincidences happen, and when I don't pray, they don't. William Temple 
When I read about the evils of drinking, I gave up reading. Henny Youngman 
When I read some of the rules for speaking and writing the English language correctly...I think. 

Henry David Thoreau 
When I reflect upon the number of disagreeable people who I know have gone to a better world, I 

am moved to lead a different life. Mark Twain 



When I rest, I rust. Fritz Thyssen & German Proverb 
When I see a bird that walks like a duck and swims like a duck and quacks like a duck, I call that 

bird a duck. Richard Cardinal Cushing 
When I shut my eyes and think of my chamber the ideas I form are the exact representations of the 

impressions I felt; nor is there any circumstance of the one which is not in the other... ideas and 
impressions appear to always correspond to each other. David Hume (1711-1776) 

When I speak of being in contact with my books, I mean it literally.  I like to be able to lean my 
head against them. Leigh Hunt 

When I stand before God at the end of my life, I would hope that I would not have a single bit of 
talent left, and could say, "I used everything you gave me." Erma Louise Bombeck 

When I want to know what France thinks, I ask myself. Charles de Gaulle 
When I want your opinion, I'll give it to you. Miss Piggy 
When I was a boy I was told that anybody could become President; I'm beginning to believe it. 

Clarence Darrow 
When I was a boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the old man 

around. But when I got to be twenty-one, I was astonished at how much the old man had learned 
in seven years.  Mark Twain (1835-1910) 

When I was a Brownie, I ate all the cookies. Madonna 
When I was a kid I said to my father one afternoon, "Daddy, will you take me to the zoo?" He 

answered, "If the zoo wants you, let them come and get you." Jerry Lewis 
When I was a little boy, they called me a liar, but now that I am grown up, they call me a writer. 

Isaac Singer (1904-1991) 
When I was born I was so surprised I didn't talk for a year and a half. Gracie Allen 
When I was born... the doctor came out to the waiting room and said to my father... I'm very sorry. 

We did everything we could... but he pulled through. 
When I was born the doctor took one look at my face... turned me over and said. Look... twins! 
When I was in school, I cheated on my metaphysics exam: I looked into the soul of the boy sitting 

next to me. Woody Allen 
When I was little, my grandfather used to make me stand in a closet for five minutes without 

moving. He said it was elevator practice. Steven Wright 
When I was young, all I wanted was to be ruler of the universe.  Now that isn't enough.  Alex P. 

Keaton 
When I was young I observed that nine out of every ten things I did were failures, so I did ten times 

more work. George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950) 
When I was young I used to think that money was the most important thing in life; now that I am 

old, I know it is. Oscar Wilde 
When I was young I was sure of everything; in a few years, having been mistaken a thousand times, 

I was not half so sure of most things as I was before; at present, I am hardly sure of anything but 
what God has revealed to me. John Wesley 

When I went to see Raging Bull I couldn't wait. I went to this duplix cinema... and there was a 
drunk, smell of urine, someone snoring and scratches all over the film. I thought, so much for the 
art. It's all bullshit. You do it because it's the instant thing - the instant rush. Anthony Hopkins 

When I woke up this morning my girlfriend asked me, "Did you sleep good?" I said, "No, I made a 
few mistakes." Steven Wright 

When I works, I works fast. When I plays, I plays hard. And when I thinks, I falls asleep. 
When I write about something the best things come up without me being able to say whence. G. C. 

Lichtenberg 
When I'm feeling down, I like to whistle. It makes the neighbor's dog run to the end of his chain and 

gag himself. 
When I'm finally holding all the cards, why does everyone decide to play chess? 



When I'm good, I'm great; but when I'm bad, I'm better. Mae West 
When I'm good, I'm very good; but when I'm bad I'm better! Mae West 
When I'm good, I'm very, very, good, but when I'm bad, I'm better. Mae West 
When I'm not thanked at all I'm thanked enough. Henry Fielding 
When ideas fail, words come in very handy. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832) 
When important decisions have to be taken, the natural anxiety to come to a right decision will 

often keep you awake. Nothing, however, is more conducive to healthful sleep than plenty of 
open air. John Lubbock 

When in charge, ponder. (Boren's First Law) 
When in charge, ponder. When in doubt, mumble. When in trouble, delegate. 
When in doubt, do as the doubts do. John Quill Taylor 
When in doubt, follow your heart. 
When in doubt, Gallop! Proverb of the French Foreign Legion 
When in doubt, lead trump. 
When in doubt, leave out the adjective. 
When in doubt, mumble. (Boren's Third Law) 
When in doubt, mumble. When in trouble, delegate. When in charge, ponder. 
When in doubt, predict that the trend will continue. (Merkin's Maxim) 
When in doubt, take all the defaults. 
When in doubt, tell the truth. Mark Twain 
When in doubt, win the trick. Hoyle 
When in Rome, do as the Romans do. 
When in trouble, delegate. (Boren's Second Law) 
When in trouble or in doubt, run in circles, scream and shout. 
When in trouble or in doubt, Run in circles, yell and shout. 
When independence of principle consists in having no principle on which to depend: C. C. Colton 
When introduced at the wrong time or place, good logic may be the worst enemy of good teaching. 

George Pólya 
When it blows, the trees shake. 
When it comes to being ready, I am. 
When it comes to facing up to serious problems, each candidate will pledge to appoint a committee. 

And what is a committee? A group of the unwilling, picked from the unfit, to do the 
unnecessary. But it all sounds great in a campaign speech. Richard Long Harkness 

When it comes to getting things done, we need fewer architects and more bricklayers. Colleen C. 
Barrett (Barret?) 

When it comes to giving, some people stop at nothing. 
When it comes to helping you, some people stop at nothing. 
When it is a question of money, everybody is of the same religion. Voltaire 
When it is dark enough, you can see the stars. Charles A. Beard 
When it is not necessary to buy, it is necessary not to buy. B. J. Gupta 
When it is not necessary to change, it is necessary not to change. Lucius Cary, Viscount Falkland 
When it rains and the sun shines, the Lord's bow appears; and when it rains and it's cold, the Jew's 

bow appears. Spanish Proverb 
When it rains, it becomes wet. German Proverb 
When it rains, it pours. (Zymurgy’s Seventh Exception to Murphy’s Law) (Murphy's Observation) 
When it rains, the trees become wet. German Proverb 
When it's a question of money, everybody is of the same religion. Francis M. Voltaire (1694-1778) 
When it's you against the world, bet on the world. 
When late morning rolls around and you're feeling a bit out of sorts, don't worry; you're probably 

just a little eleven o'clockish. 



When life has you down and you feel like the whole world is after you, keep your chin up... it gives 
them something to aim at. 

When looking back, usually I'm more sorry for the things I didn't do than for the things I shouldn't 
have done. Malcolm Forbes 

When love is not madness, it is not love. Spanish Proverb 
When love puts in, friendship is gone. 
When lying, be emphatic and indignant, thus behaving like your children. William Feather 
When man is born, he is tender and weak. / At death, he is stiff and hard. / All things, the grass as 

well as trees, / are tender and supple while alive. / When dead, they are withered and dried. / 
Therefore the stiff and hard are companions of death. / The tender and the weak are companions 
of life. Lao-Tzu 

When man learns to understand and control his own behavior as well as he is learning to understand 
and control the behavior of crop plants and domestic animals, he may be justified in believing 
that he has become civilized. E. G. Stakman 

When man to man shall be friend and brother. Gerald Massey 
When management wants your opinion, they will give it to you. 
When  managers  hold  endless  meetings,   the  programmers  write  games. When accountants talk 

of quarterly profits, the development budget is about to be cut. When senior scientists talk blue 
sky, the clouds are about to roll in. 

When managers make commitments, game programs are ignored. When accountants make long-
range plans, harmony and order are about to be restored. When senior scientists address the 
problems at hand, then the problems will soon be solved. 

When marriage is outlawed, only outlaws will have inlaws. 
When men are easy in their circumstances, they are naturally enemies to innovation. 
When men have gone so far as to talk as though their idols have come to life, it is time that someone 

broke them. Richard H. Tawney 
When men yield up the privilege of thinking, the last shadow of liberty quits the horizon. Thomas 

Paine 
When money talks there are few interruptions. 
When Mozart was my age, he had been dead for two years.  Tom Lehrer 
When much dispute has past, / We find our tenets just the same as last. Alexander Pope 
When music fails to agree to the ear, to soothe the ear and the heart and the senses, then it has 

missed its point. Maria Callas 
When my eyes shall be turned to behold for the last time the sun in heaven, may I not see him 

shining on the broken and dishonored fragments of a once glorious Union; on States dissevered, 
discordant, belligerent; on a land rent with civil feuds, or drenched, it may be, in fraternal blood. 
Daniel Webster (1782-1852) 

When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't bend over and paint her toenails anymore. So my 
grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his hands got arthritis too. That's love. 

When my love swears that she is made of truth, I do believe her, though I know she lies. William 
Shakespeare 

When Nature has work to be done, she creates a genius to do it. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
When need is highest, help is highest. 
When nothing can possibly go wrong, it will. 
When nothing seems to help, I go and look at a stonecutter hammering away at his rock perhaps a 

hundred times without as much as a crack showing in it. Yet at the hundred and first blow it will 
split in two, and I know it was not that blow that did it, but all that had gone before. Jacob A. 
Riis 

When once a man has made celebrity necessary to his happiness, he has put it in the power of the 
weakest and most timourous malignity, if not to take away his satisfaction, at least to withhold it. 



His enemies may indulge their pride by airy negligence and gratify their malice by quiet 
neutrality. Samuel Johnson 

When one burns one's bridges, what a very nice fire it makes.  Dylan Thomas 
When one dog barks another will join it. Latin Proverb 
When one door closes another door opens; but we so often look so long and so regretfully upon the 

closed door, that we do not see the ones which open for us. Alexander Graham Bell (1847-1922) 
When one door of happiness closes, another opens; but often we look so long at the closed door that 

we do not see the one which has opened for us. Helen Keller 
When one God dwells in all living beings, then why do you hate others? Why do you frown at 

others? Why do you become indignant towards others? Why do you use harsh words? Why do 
you try to rule and domineer over others? Why do you exploit folly? Is this not sheer ignorance? 
Get wisdom and rest in peace. Sivananda (1887- ) 

When one has tasted watermelon he knows what the angels eat. Mark Twain (1835-1910) 
When one helps another, both are strong. German Proverb 
When one is revolving rapidly on the wheel of things there doesn't seem to be an opportunity for 

anything one really wants to do. L. M. Montgomery 
When one loves somebody, everything is clear - where to go, what to do - it all takes care of itself 

and one doesn't have to ask anybody about anything. Maxim Gorky 
When one shuts one eye, one does not hear everything. Swiss Proverb 
When our eyes see our hands doing the work of our hearts, the circle of Creation is completed 

inside us, the doors of our souls fly open and love steps forth to heal everything in sight. Michael 
Bridge 

When our hatred is violent, it sinks us even beneath those we hate. François de La Rochefoucauld 
When our memories outweigh our dreams, we have grown old. President Bill Clinton 
When our thoughts which bring actions are filled with hate against anyone, Negro or white, we are 

in a living hell. That is as real as hell will ever be. George Washington Carver 
When our vices have left us we flatter ourselves that we have left them. François de La 

Rochefoucauld 
When outer signals or a person's nature somehow connect with us, then we fall in love with him. 

Max Lüscher 
When people are bewildered they tend to become credulous. Calvin Coolidge 
When people are free to do as they please, they usually imitate each other. Eric Hoffer (Hoffer's 

Law) 
When people are least sure, they are most dogmatic. John Kenneth Galbraith 
When people begin to philosophize they seem to think it necessary to make themselves artificially 

stupid. Bertrand Russell 
When people share their fears with you, share your courage back. 
When people speak to you about a preventive war, you tell them to go and fight it. After my 

experience, I have come to hate war. War settles nothing. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
When people talk, listen completely. Most people never listen. Ernest Hemingway 
When people you greatly admire appear to be thinking deep thoughts, they probably are thinking 

about lunch. (Rule of the Great) 
When people's ill, they come to I, / I Physics, bleeds, and sweats 'em; / Sometimes they live, 

sometimes they die. / What's that to I? I lets 'em. John  C. Lettsom 
When pigs back into an electric fence, there is a short circus. 
When pious frauds and holy shifts / Are dispensations and gifts. Samuel Butler (1600-1680) 
When possible make the decisions now, even if action is in the future. A reviewed decision usually 

is better than one reached at the last moment. William B. Given, Jr. 
When poverty comes in at the doors, love leaps out at the windows. 



When power leads man toward arrogance, poetry reminds him of his limitations. When power 
narrows the areas of man's concern, poetry reminds him of the richness and diversity of his 
existence. When power corrupts, poetry cleanses, for art establishes the basic human truths 
which must serve as the touchstone of our judgment. John F. Kennedy 

When prosperity comes, do not use all of it. Confucius 
When proteup first, thankfully leaving the fuses intact. (Vuilleumier's Fourth Law) 
When putting cheese in a mousetrap, always leave room for the mouse. (The Law of Avoiding 

Oversell) 
When rats leave a sinking ship, where exactly do they think they're going? Douglas Gauck 
When roubles falls from heaven there is no sack, when there is a sack roubles don't fall. Russian 

Proverb 
When Satan reminds you of your past, remind him of his future. 
When saving for old age, be sure to put away a few pleasant thoughts. 
When schemes are laid in advance, it is surprising how often the circumstances will fit in with 

them. Sir William Osler 
When she is a girl she will use her mouth for kissing, later for gossiping. 
When sign makers go on strike, is anything written on their picket signs? 
When signing a contract, it helps to remember "the big-type giveth, and the small-type taketh 

away". 
When smashing monuments, always save the pedestals - they come in handy. 
When Solomon said that there was a time and a place for everything he had not encountered the 

problem of parking an automobile. Bob Edwards 
When solving an equation system, the result yielded is x=17x + 1, which  is evidently false. Careful 

re-computation will yield x=x or 1=1. (Scheverezhin's Equation System Theorem) 
When someone brings sweet rolls to work for a treat, is it proper for people to cut them up and 

leave halves, quarters or eighths on the plate? 
When someone does something good, Applaud! You will make two people happy. Samuel Goldwyn 
When someone hurts me, forgiveness is cheaper than a lawsuit. But not nearly as gratifying. 
When someone is having a bad day, be silent, sit close by and nuzzle them gently. 
When someone says, "do you want my opinion"? - it's always a negative one. 
When someone says, "It ain't the money, but the principle," it's the money. 
When someone who is known for being comedic does something straight, it' s always "a big 

breakthrough" or a "radical departure." Why is it no one ever says that if a straight actor does 
comedy? Are they presuming comedy is easier? Carol Burnett 

When something can be read without effort, great effort has gone into its writing. Enrique Jardiel 
Poncela 

When sorrow is asleep, wake it not. M. A. Stoddart 
When speculation has done its worst, two and two still make four. Samuel Johnson 
When spiders unite they can tie down a lion. Ethiopian Proverb 
When subjected to extreme feminine heat and pressure, male hydrocarbons will often produce a 

diamond.  Omni 
When success turns a person's head, he is facing failure. 
When superstition is allowed to perform the task of old age in dulling the human temperament, we 

can say goodbye to all excellence in poetry, in painting, and in music. Denis Diderot (1713-
1784) 

When talking nonsense try not to be serious. 
When tempted to fight fire with fire, remember that the Fire Department usually uses water. 
When the age of mechanical reproduction separated art from its basis in cult, the semblance of its 

autonomy disappeared forever. The resulting change in the function of art transcended the 
perspective of the century. Walter Benjamin (1892-1940) 



When the belly is full the mind is among the maids. 
When the bird and the book disagree, always believe the bird. 
When the blackberry turns black, the old woman becomes sad because winter is coming. Spanish 

Proverb 
When the blind lead the blind they will both fall over the cliff. 
When the bosses talk about improving productivity, they are never talking about themselves. 
When the butcher dies, do you think we shall eat our pork with the bristles on? Chinese Proverb 
When the camera isolates on a male athlete, he will either spit, pick or scratch. (Wagner's Law of 

Sports TV) 
When the candles are out all women are fair. Plutarch 
When the cat is away, the mice play. 
When the cat's away the mice will play. Proverb 
When the Czar has a cold all Russia coughs. Russian Proverb 
When the devil starts messing, God starts blessing. R. W. Schambach 
When the Devil was well, the Devil a monk was he. 
When the doors of perception are cleansed, man will see things as they truly are, infinite. William 

Blake (1757-1827) 
When the dust is clear, one knows if he has been riding a horse or an ass. Chinese legend 
When the eyes say one thing and the tongue another, the practiced person relies on the language of 

the first. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
When the first baby laughed for the first time, the laugh broke into a thousand pieces and they all 

went skipping about, and that was the beginning of fairies. And now when every new baby is 
born its first laugh becomes a fairy. So there ought to be one fairy for every boy or girl. James 
Matthew Barrie 

When the fox preaches, beware of your geese. 
When the fox preaches, beware the geese. English Proverb 
When the fox preaches, look to the geese. German Proverb 
When the gods wish to punish us, they answer our prayers. Oscar Wilde 
When the going gets tough, everyone leaves. (Lynch's Law) 
When the going gets weird, the weird turn pro. Hunter Thompson 
When the going seems easy, you may be going downhill. 
When the government bureau's remedies do not match your problem, you modify the problem, not 

the remedy. 
When the head aches, all the members partake of the pain. Miguel de Cervantes (1547-1616) 
When the heart is still agitated by the remains of a passion, we are more ready to receive a new one 

than when we are entirely cured. La Rochefoucauld (1613-1680) 
When the historian of the Twentieth Century shall have finished his narrative, and comes searching 

for the subtitle which shall best express the spirit of the period, we think it not at all unlikely that 
he may select 'The Age of Advertising' for the purpose. 

When the horse is stolen, lock the barn door. 
When the hounds bay, the fox and the rabbit are brothers. 
When the Japanese mend broken objects they aggrandize the damage by filling the cracks with 

gold, because they believe that when something's suffered damage and has a history it becomes 
more beautiful. Barbara Bloom 

When the legends die, the dreams end; there is no more greatness. Shawnee 
When the meal was over we all had a quiet rest in our rooms and I meditated on the race. This is the 

time when an athlete feels all alone in the big world. Opponents assume tremendous stature. Any 
runner who denies having fears, nerves or some kind of disposition is a bad athlete, or a liar. 
Gordon Pirie 



When the mind is possessed of reality, it feels tranquil and joyous even without music or song, and 
it produces a pure fragrance even without incense or tea. Hung Tzu-ch'eng (1593-1665) 

When the mind is thinking, it is talking to itself. Plato (427-347 BC) 
When the mind withdraws into itself and dispenses with facts it makes only chaos. Edith Hamilton 

(1867-1963) 
When the moon shall have faded out from the sky, and the sun shall shine at noonday a dull cherry 

red, and the seas shall be frozen over, and the icecap shall have crept downward to the equator 
from either pole... when all the cities shall have long been dead and crumbled into dust, and all 
life shall be on the last verge of extinction on this globe; then, on a bit of lichen, growing on the 
bald rocks beside the eternal snows of Panama, shall be seated a tiny insect, preening its 
antennae in the glow of the worn-out sun, the sole survivor of animal life on this our earth - a 
melancholy bug. William Jacob Holland 

When the mouse laughs at the cat, there is a hole nearby. Nigerian Proverb 
When the mouse laughs at the cat, there is a hole very near by. 
When the mouth stumbles, it is worse than the foot. West African Proverb 
When the old dog barks, better look out the window. 
When the only tool you own is a hammer, every problem begins to resemble a nail. Abraham 

Maslow 
When the outcome of a meeting is to have another meeting, it has been a lousy meeting. Herbert 

Clark Hoover 
When the ox stumbles, all whet their knives. Yiddish Proverb 
When the passions become masters, they are vices. Blaise Pascal (1623-1662) 
When the pigeons go abenting, the farmers go lamenting. English Proverb 
When the pigs back into the electric fence, there is a short circus. 
When the plane you're on is late, the plane you need to transfer to is on time. (The Airplane Law) 
When the President does it, that means it is not illegal. Richard Nixon 
When the prototype has been fully assembled according to lab instructions,  a minimum of 11 

components are left. (Vuilleumier's Seventh Law) 
When the righteous man turneth away from his righteousness that he hath committed and doeth that 

which is neither quite lawful nor quite right, he will generally be found to have gained in 
amiability what he has lost in holiness. Samuel Butler 

When the solution is simple, God is answering. Where the world ceases to be the scene of our 
personal hopes and wishes, where we face it as free beings admiring, asking and observing, there 
we enter the realm of Art and Science. Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 

When the stomach is full, it is easy to talk of fasting. Saint Jerome (340?-420) 
When the sun and the moon are set and the fire has sunk down, what is then the light of man?  

Voice then becomes his light; and by the voice as his light he rests, goes forth, does his work and 
returns.  Therefore in truth when a man cannot see even his own hand, if he hears a voice after 
that he wends his way. Upanishads (c. B.C. 800) 

When the sun shineth, make hay. 
When the tide of life turns against you / And the current upsets your boat / Don't waste tears on 

what might have been / Just lie on your back and float. 
When the tides of life surround you, and the currents upset  your boat, don't waste your tears on 

what might have been, just lie on your back and float. Ed Norton 
When the tyrant has disposed of foreign enemies by conquest or treaty, and there is nothing to fear 

from them, then he is always stirring up some war other, in order that the people may require a 
leader. Plato 

When the wind is great, bow before it; when the wind is heavy, yield to it. 
When the world is falling apart around you, drink tea. 
When there is no danger in fighting, there is no glory in winning. 



When there is no enemy within, the enemies outside cannot hurt you. African Proverb 
When there is thunder and lightning, don't go up onto the rooftop. Spanish Saying 
When there's a will, there's a way - when there's a won't, there isn't. 
When there's work to be done, turn up your sleeves, not your nose. 
When they are alone they want to be with others, and when they are with others they want to be 

alone. After all, human beings are like that. Gertrude Stein 
When they broke open molecules, they found they were only stuffed with atoms. But when they 

broke open atoms, they found them stuffed with explosions. 
When they do not know how to talk, they cannot keep silence. St. Jerome & Epicharmus (Pittacus) 
When they gave out eyes like diamonds / That would shame the stars that shine. Schroeder & 

Weisman 
When they say, "It isn't the money, it's the principle of it," it's the money. 
When they ship styrofoam, what do they pack it in? 
When things are going well, something will go wrong. (Chisholm’s Second Law) 
When things just can't get any worse, they will. (First Corollary to Chisholm’s Second Law / 

Chisolm's First Corollary to Murphy's Second Law) 
When those waiters ask me if I want some fresh ground pepper, I ask if they have any aged pepper. 

Andy Rooney 
When thou art at Rome, do as they do at Rome. Miguel de Cervantes (1547-1616) 
When thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth. Jesus Christ 
When thought is too weak to be simply expressed, it's clear proof that it should be rejected. Luc de 

Clapiers 
When tillage begins, other arts follow. The farmers therefore are the founders of human civilization. 

Daniel Webster (1782-1852) 
When Time who steals our years away / Shall steal our pleasures too, / The mem'ry of the past will 

stay, / And half our joys renew. Thomas Moore 
When travelling down the freeway, the first bug to hit a clean windshield will always land directly 

in front of the driver's face. (Quigley's Law of Highway Driving) 
When trouble arises and things look bad, there is always one individual who perceives a solution 

and is willing to take command. Usually, that individual is crazy. 
When two friends have a common purse, one sings and the other weeps. Mapletoft 
When two men in a business always agree, one of them is unnecessary. William Wrigley, Jr. 
When two people are under the influence of the most violent, most insane, most delusive, and most 

transient of passions, they are required to swear that they will remain in that exalted, abnormal, 
and exhausting condition continuously until death do them part. George Bernard Shaw 

When two people loved each other they worked together always, two against the world, a little 
company.  Joy was shared; trouble was split. You had an ally, somewhere, who was helping. 
Paul Gallico 

When two quarrel, both are to blame. Dutch Proverb 
When uncertain or in doubt: Run in circles!  Scream and shout! 
When vice prevails, and impious men bear sway, / The post of honour is a private station. Joseph 

Addison (1672-1719) 
When war begins then hell opens. Giovanni Torriano 
When war is declared, Truth is the first casualty. Arthur Ponsonby 
When we abolish the slavery of half of humanity, together with the whole system of hypocrisy it 

implies, then the "division" of humanity will reveal its genuine significance and the human 
couple will find its true form. Simone de Beauvoir (1908-1986) 

When we all think alike, then no-one is thinking. Walter Lippmann 
When we are born we cry that we are come to this great stage of fools. Shakespeare 



When we are chafed and fretted by small cares, a look at the stars will show us the littleness of our 
own interests. Maria Mitchell (1818-1889) 

When we are flat on our backs there is no way to look but up. Roger W. Babson 
When we are in love we seem to ourselves quite different from what we were before. Blaise Pascal 

(1623-1662) 
When we are out of sympathy with the young, then I think our work in this world is over. George 

MacDonald 
When we are planning for posterity, we ought to remember that virtue is not hereditary. Thomas 

Paine 
When we are sure that we are on the right road there is no need to plan our journey too far ahead.  

No need to burden ourselves with doubts and fears as to the obstacles that may bar our progress.  
We cannot take more than one step at a time. Orison Scott Marden 

When we become a part of anything, it becomes a part of us. David Harold Fink 
When we cannot get what we love, we must love what is within our reach. French Proverb 
When we die we leave behind us all that we have and take with us all that we are. 
When we direct our thoughts properly, we can control our emotions. W. Clement Stone 
When we disclaim praise, it is only showing our desire to be praised a second time. François de La 

Rochefoucauld 
When we encounter a natural style we are always surprised and delighted, for we thought to see an 

author and found a man. Blaise Pascal 
When we escaped from Cuba, all we could carry was our education. Alicia Coro 
When we get piled upon one another in large cities, as in Europe, we shall become as corrupt as 

Europe. Thomas Jefferson 
When we got into office, the thing that surprised me most was to find that things were just as bad as 

we'd been saying they were. John F. Kennedy 
When we have gold, we are in fear; When we have none we are in danger. Thomas Draxe 
When we have not what we like, we must like what we have. Bussy-Rabutin 
When we honestly ask ourselves which person in our lives means the most to us, we often find that 

it is those who, instead of giving much advice, solutions, or cures, have chosen rather to share 
our pain and touch our wounds with a gentle and tender hand. The friend who can be silent with 
us in a moment of despair or confusion, who can stay with us in an hour of grief and 
bereavement, who can tolerate not knowing, not curing, not healing and face with us the reality 
of our powerlessness, that is a friend who cares. Henri Nouwen 

When we know what God is, we shall be gods ourselves. George Bernard Shaw 
When we lose, I eat. When we win, I eat. I also eat when we're rained out. Tommy Lasorda 
When we lose the right to be different, we lose the privilege to be free. Charles Evans Hughes 

(1862-1948) 
When we quarrel, how we wish we had been blameless! Ralph Waldo Emerson 
When we remember we are all mad, the mysteries of life disappear and life stands explained. Mark 

Twain (1835-1910) 
When we run over libraries, persuaded of these principles, what havoc must we make? If we take in 

our hand any volume - of divinity or school metaphysics, for instance - let us ask, Does it contain 
any abstract reasoning concerning quantity or number? No. Does it contain any experimental 
reasoning concerning matter of fact and existence? No. Commit it then to the flames, for it can 
contain nothing but sophistry and illusion? David Hume (1711-1776) 

When we say "War is over if you want it," we mean that if everyone demanded peace instead of 
another TV set, we'd have peace. John Lennon 

When we seek to discover the best in others, we somehow bring out the best in ourselves. William 
Arthur Ward 

When we sing everybody hears us, when we sigh nobody hears us. Russian Proverb 



When we talk to God, we're praying. When God talks to us, we're schizophrenic. Lily Tomlin 
When we tire of well-worn ways, we seek for new. This restless craving in the souls of men spurs 

them to climb, and to seek the mountain view. Ella Wheeler Wilcox 
When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the universe. 

(Muir's Law) 
When we two parted / In silence and tears, / Half broken-hearted, / To sever for years. Lord Byron 

(1788-1824) 
When we walk the streets at night in safety, it does not strike us that this might be otherwise. This 

habit of feeling safe has become second nature, and we do not reflect on just how this is due 
solely to the working of special institutions. Commonplace thinking often has the impression that 
force holds the state together, but in fact its only bond is the fundamental sense of order which 
everybody possesses. Georg Hegel (1770-1831) 

When we walk to the edge of all the light we have and take the step into the darkness of the 
unknown, we must believe that one of two things will happen.  There will be something solid for 
us to stand on or we will be taught to fly. Patrick Overton 

When wealth is lost, nothing is lost; when health is lost, something is lost; when character is lost, all 
is lost. German Motto 

When white and black and brown and every other color decide they're going to live together as 
Christians, then and only then are we going to see an end to these troubles. Barry M. Goldwater 

When will they make a spell-checker that reads minds? 
When wine is in, wit is out. Hall 
When wine sinks, word swim. James Kelly 
When wise people speak, they make knowledge attractive, but stupid people spout nonsense. 

Solomon 
When women are depressed they either eat or go shopping. Men invade another country. Elayne 

Boosler 
When women kiss, it always reminds me of prizefighters shaking hands. H. L. (Henry Lewis) 

Mencken 
When women love us, they forgive us everything, even our crimes; when they do not love us, they 

give us credit for nothing, not even our virtues. Honore de Balzac (1799-1850) 
When words are spoken there also words are heard. Yoruban Proverb 
When words leave off, music begins. Heinrich Heine 
When work is a pleasure, life is a joy! When work is a duty, life is slavery. Maxim Gorky (1868-

1936) 
When working a problem, it helps to know the answer. 
When working hard, be sure to get up and retch every so often. 
When working on a problem, it helps to know the answer. 
When working toward the solution of a problem, it always helps if you know the answer. (Rule of 

Accuracy) 
When writing about transcendental issues, be transcendentally clear. René Descartes 
When written in Chinese, the word "crisis" is composed of two characters. One represents danger 

and the other represents opportunity. John F. Kennedy 
When ye are prepared for a thing, the opportunity to use it presents itself. Edgar Cayce 
When yer in a funk, people in love are a royal pain in the patookus. Berkely Breathed 
When you aim for perfection you discover it is a moving target. 
When you ain't got nothin', you got nothin' to lose. 
When you are a Bear of Very Little Brain, and Think of Things, you find sometimes that a Thing 

which seemed very Thingish inside you is quite different when it gets out into the open and has 
other people looking at it. A. A. Milne 

When you are arguing with an idiot, make sure the other person isn't doing the same thing. 



When you are aspiring to the highest place, it is honorable to reach the second or even the third 
rank. Cicero 

When you are at the end of your rope, it's a good idea to keep your feet on the ground. D. O. Flynn 
When you are ill make haste to forgive your enemies, for you may recover. Ambrose Bierce 
When you are in it up to your ears, keep your mouth shut. 
When you are in trouble, people who call to sympathize are really looking for the particulars. Ed 

Howe 
When you are kind to someone in trouble, you hope they'll remember and be kind to someone else. 

And it'll become like a wildfire. Whoopi Goldberg 
When you are not asked, do not speak. Maltese Proverb 
When you are right, you cannot be too radical; When you are wrong, you cannot be too 

conservative.  Martin Luther King, Jr. 
When you are served a meal aboard an aircraft, the aircraft will encounter turbulence. (Gunter's 

First Law of Air Travel) 
When you are standing on the edge of a cliff a step forward is not progress. 
When you are totally exhausted it is good to have friends deciding what you are supposed to do and 

when. Christer Sundqvist 
When you are up to your ass in alligators it is difficult to remind yourself your initial objective was 

to drain the swamp. 
When you are used to never being alone, you may consider yourself Americanized. 
When you are waiting for your bus to come, 3 buses come in your direction but with "special" on 

them. 
When you arise in the morning, think of what a precious privilege it is to be alive to breathe, to 

think, to enjoy, to love. Marcus Aurelius 
When you ask a dumb question, you get a smart answer. (Eighth Creative Rule of The Thumb) 
When you asked me to live in sin with you, I didn't know you meant sloth. 
When you become senile, you won't know it. Bill Cosby 
When you become used to never being alone, you may consider yourself Americanized. 
When you belong to a minority, you have to be better in order to have the right to be equal. 

Christiane Collage 
When you blame others, you give up your power to change. Dr. Robert Anthony & Douglas Noel 

Adams 
When you bow, bow low. Chinese Proverb 
When you breath, you inspire. When you do not breath, you expire. 
When you breathe you inspire. When you don't breathe you expire. 
When you build bridges you can keep crossing them. Rick Pitino 
When you cannot get a compliment any other way, pay yourself one. Mark Twain 
When you cannot make up your mind which of two evenly balanced courses of action you should 

take, choose the bolder. W. J. Slim 
When you can't change the direction of the wind - adjust your sails. Jim Rohn 
When you can't do anything else to a boy, you can make him wash his face. Ed Howe 
When you can't make all of the pieces fit, throw one away. 
When you cease to make a contribution you begin to die. Eleanor Roosevelt 
When you choose the lesser of two evils, always remember that it is still an evil. Max Lerner 
When you come back from the Third World to the West - the U.S. in particular - you are struck by 

the narrowing of thought and understanding, the limited nature of legitimate discussion, the 
separation of people from each other. It's startling how stultifying it feels, since our opportunities 
are so vastly greater here. Noam Chomsky (1928- ) 

When you come right down to it all you have is yourself. The sun is a thousand rays in your belly. 
All the rest is nothing. Pablo Picasso 



When you come right down to it, all you have is your self. Your self is a sun with a thousand rays in 
your belly. The rest is nothing. Pablo Picasso 

When you come to the edge of all the light you know and are about to drop off into the darkness of 
the unknown, faith is knowing that one of two things will happen: there will be something solid 
to stand on or you will be taught how to fly. 

When you dial a wrong number you never get a busy signal. (Kovac's Conundrum) 
When you dig another out of trouble, you've got a place to bury your own. 
When you do not have any money the problem is food;  when you have money it is sex;  when you 

have both it is health;  and when everything is simply great then you are frightened of death. J. 
P. Donleavy 

When you do not know what you are doing, do it neatly. 
When you do something, you should burn yourself up completely, like a good bonfire, leaving no 

trace of yourself. Shunryu Suzuka 
When you do the wrong thing, knowing it is wrong, you do so because you haven't developed the 

habit of effectively controlling or neutralizing strong inner urges that tempt you, or because you 
have established the wrong habits and don't know how to eliminate them effectively. W. Clement 
Stone 

When you don't have an education, you've got to use your brains. 
When you don't know what to do, walk fast and look worried. 
When you eat, the meal is yourself. Zen Saying 
When you finally discover all of Life's answers, they'll change the questions. 
When you finally see light at the end of the tunnel, it will probably be a train coming toward  you. 
When you find yourself getting irritated with someone, try to remember that all men are brothers 

and just give them a noogie or an Indian burn. 
When you follow your bliss... doors will open where you would not have thought there would be 

doors; and where there wouldn't be a door for anyone else. Joseph Campbell (1904-1987) 
When you fool a fool you strike a blow for intelligence. Giacomo de Seingalt 
When you forgive it takes you from the place of the victim to that of a victor. 
When you get a thing the way you want it, leave it alone. Winston Churchill 
When you get killed you lose an important part of your life. Brooke Shields 
When you get to the end of your rope, tie a knot and hang on, and swing! 
When you get to the fork in the road, take it. Yogi Berra 
When you get to the point where you think that nothing is impossible, try pushing toothpaste back 

into a tube or dribbling a football. 
When you get to the top, don't look back. Yiddish Proverb 
When you get too big a majority, you're immediately in trouble. Sam Rayburn 
When you get what you want you don't want it as much. 
When you go out to buy, don't show your silver. 
When you go to bed, move the charcoal heater to another place. 
When you go to buy, use your eyes, not your ears. Czech Proverb 
When you go up the hill of Prosperity, may you never meet any friend coming down. 
When you have a dream you've got to grab it and never let go. Carol Burnett (1933- ) 
When you have eliminated the impossible, whatever remains, however improbable, must be the 

truth. Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930) 
When you have a fight with your conscience and get licked, you win. Nuggets 
When you have a number of disagreeable duties to perform, always do the most disagreeable first. 

Josiah Quincy 
When you have an efficient government, you have a dictatorship. Harry S Truman (1884-1972) 
When you have eliminated the impossible, that which remains, however improbable, must be the 

truth. Arthur Conan Doyle 



When you have eliminated the impossible, whatever remains, however improbable, must be the 
truth. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1858-1930) 

When you have faults, do not fear to abandon them. Confucius (551-479 BC) 
When you have got an elephant by the hind leg, and he is trying to run away, it's best to let him run. 

Abraham Lincoln 
When you have mastered numbers, you will in fact no longer be reading numbers, any more than 

you read words when reading books. You will be reading meanings. Harold Geneen 
When you have no basis for an argument, abuse the plaintiff. Cicero (B.C. 106-43) 
When you have no choice, mobilize the spirit of courage. Jewish Proverb 
When you have nothing to say, say nothing. Charles Caleb Colton 
When you have only two pennies left in the world, buy a loaf of  bread with one, and a lily with the 

other. Chinese Proverb 
When you have secured an area, don't forget to tell the enemy. (Murphy's Nineteenth Rule of 

combat) 
When you have spoken the word, it reigns over you. When it is unspoken you reign over it. Arabian 

Proverb 
When you have to kill a man it costs nothing to be polite. Winston Curchill 
When you have to make a choice and don't make it, that in itself is a choice. William James 
When you hire people who are smarter than you are, you prove you are smarter than they are. R. H. 

Grant 
When you jump for joy beware that no one moves the ground from beneath your feet. Stanislaw Lec 
When you kill time you murder success. 
When you know a thing, to hold that you know it; and when you do not know a thing, to allow that 

you do not know it this is knowledge. Confucius 
When you know, you know; when you don't know, admit it. 
When you least expect it, an angel will brighten your day. 
When you live next to the cemetery you cannot weep for everyone. Russian Proverb 
When you long with all your heart for someone to love you, a madness grows there that shakes all 

sense from the trees and the water and the earth. And nothing lives for you, except the long deep 
bitter want. And this is what everyone feels from birth to death. Denton Welch 

When you make the finding yourself - even if you're the last person on Earth to see the light - you'll 
never forget it. Carl Sagan 

When you make your mark in the world, watch out for guys with erasers. 
When you mean longer ago than 'then' you say 'thence'. 
When you meet a man, you judge him by his clothes; when you leave, you judge him by his heart. 

Russian Proverb 
When you mention something, if it's bad, it happens, if it's good, it goes away. 
When you need to knock on wood is when you realize that the world is composed of vinyl, 

naugahyde and aluminum. (Flugg's Law) 
When you open a (new) bag of cotton balls, is the TOP one meant to be thrown away? 
When you pass through, no one can pin you down, no one can call you back. Ying-An 
When you pause to think, you have cause to thank. Grant Gillard 
When you play, play hard; when you work, don't play at all. Theodore Rooseveldt 
When you point your finger 'cause your plan fell through You got three more fingers pointing back 

at you! Mark Knoppfler 
When you pour, it rains. (Byrne's Law of Concreting) 
When you pull the pin, Mr. Grenade is no longer your friend. 
When you put faith, hope and love together, you can raise positive kids in a negative world. Zig 

Ziglar 



When you reach for the stars you may not quite get one, but you won't come up with a handful of 
mud either. Leo Burnett 

When you read a classic you do not see in the book more than you did before.  You see more in you 
than there was before. Clifton Fadiman 

When you realize you want to spend the rest of your life with somebody, you want the rest of your 
life to start as soon as possible. Billy Crystal 

When you say that you agree to a thing in principle, you mean that you have not the slightest 
intention of carrying it out in practice. Bismark 

When you say Yes, say it quickly. But always take a half hour to say No, so you can understand the 
other fellow's side. Francis Cardinal Spellman 

When you see a snake, never mind where he came from. W. G. Benham 
When you see something that should be done, do it at once. (Peg Bracken's Rule) 
When you see the handwriting on the wall, you can bet you're in a public restroom. 
When you sit with a nice girl for two hours, you think it's only a minute. But when you sit on a hot 

stove for a minute, you think it's two hours. That's relativity. Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 
When you starve with a tiger, the tiger starves last. (Griffin's Thought) (The Law of Self Sacrifice) 
When you stop learning, stop listening, stop looking and asking questions, always new questions, 

then it is time to die. Lillian Smith 
When you take a risk and step out of the norm, you run the risk and sometimes you fail. But you 

only fail if you give up. J. Peterman 
When you take charge of your life, there is no longer need to ask permission of other people or 

society at large. When you ask permission, you give someone veto power over your life. 
Geoffrey F. Abert 

When you take stuff from one writer, it's plagiarism; but when you take from many writers, it's 
research. Wilson Mizner 

When you talk, you repeat what you already know; when you listen, you often learn something. 
Jared Sparks 

When you tell someone something bad about yourself and you're scared they won't love you 
anymore. But then you get surprised because, not only do they still love you, they love you even 
more. 

When you tell the truth, you never have to worry about your lousy memory. 
When you think you've lost something, it will probably be in the Space For Disorganization. Isaac 

Asimov 
When you throw dirt, you lose ground. Texan Proverb 
When you transport comething by car, it's a shipment; but when you transport something by ship, it 

is called cargo? 
When you try to formalize or socialize creative activity, the only sure result is commercial 

constipation... The good ideas are all hammered out in agony by individuals, not spewed out by 
groups. Charles Browder (1957) 

When you want to fool the world, tell the truth. Otto von Bismarck 
When you want to test the depths of a stream, don't use both feet. Chinese Proverb 
When you were born, everyone was smiling and you were crying. Live your life so that when you 

die, you are smiling and everyone else is crying. 
When you were born, you cried and the world rejoiced. Live your life in such a manner that when 

you die the world cries and you rejoice. Old Indian Saying 
When you were born, you were crying and everyone around you was smiling - live your life so that 

when you die, you're smiling and everyone around you is crying tears of joy for having known 
you. 

When you win nothing hurts. Joe Namath 
When you're as great as I am, it's hard to be humble. Muhammad Ali 



When you're average, you're as close to the bottom as to the top. 
When you're experimenting you have to try so many things before you choose what you want, and 

you may go days getting nothing but exhaustion. Fred Astaire 
When you're finally holding all the cards, why does everyone else decide to play chess? 
When you're in command, command. 
When you're in love, it's the most glorious two and a half days of your life. Richard Lewis 
When you're in one, stop digging. (Healey's Law of Holes) 
When you're lying awake with a dismal headache, / and repose is taboo'd by anxiety, / I conceive 

you may use any language you choose / to indulge in, without impropriety. W. S. Gilbert 
When you're sending someone Styrofoam, what do you pack it in? 
When you're up to your nose, keep your mouth shut. (Beauregard's Law) 
When you're young, the silliest notions seem the greatest achievements. Pearl Bailey (1918-1990) 
When you've got them by the balls, their hearts and minds will follow.  Lyndon B. Johnson 
When you've read about one train wreck, you've read about them all. 
When your cat has fallen asleep on your lap and looks utterly content and adorable, you will 

suddenly have to go to the bathroom. (Rule of Feline Frustration) 
When your desires are strong enough you will appear to possess superhuman powers to achieve. 

Napoleon Hill 
When your dreams turn to dust, vacuum. 
When your hobbies get in the way of your work - that's OK; but when your hobbies get in the way 

of themselves... well... Steve Martin 
When your memory goes, forget it! 
When your pet bird sees you reading the newspaper, does he wonder why you're just sitting there, 

staring at carpeting? 
When your son is six, make him obey. When your son is sixteen, make him a friend. 
When your work speaks for itself, don't interrupt. Henry J. Kaiser 
When yu' can't have what you choose, yu' just choose what you have. Owen Wister 
Whence come I and whither go I? That is the great unfathomable question, the same for every one 

of us. Science has no answer to it. Max Planck 
Whenever a friend succeeds, a little something in me dies. Gore Vidal 
Whenever a man casts a longing eye at public office, a rottenness appears in his conduct. 
Whenever a man seeks your advice he generally seeks your praise. Lord Chesterfield 
Whenever a person strives, by the help of dialectic, to start in pursuit of every reality by a simple 

process of reason, independent of all sensuous information - never flinching, until by an act of 
the pure intelligence he has grasped the real nature of good - he arrives at the very end of the 
intellectual world. Plato (427?-347? B.C.) 

Whenever a separation is made between liberty and justice, neither, in my opinion, is safe. Edmund 
Burke 

Whenever a system becomes completely defined, some damn fool discovers something which either 
abolishes the system or expands it beyond recognition. 

Whenever a system becomes completely defined, some damned fool discovers something which 
either abolishes the system or expands it totally beyond recognition. 

Whenever a system becomes completely defined, someone discovers something which either 
abolishes the system or expands it beyond recognition. (Brooke's Law) 

Whenever a thing is done for the first time, it releases a little demon. Dave Sim 
Whenever anyone says, "theoretically", they really mean, "not really". Parnas 
Whenever I date a guy, I think, is this the man I want my children to spend their weekends with? 

Rita Rudner 
Whenever I feel like exercise, I lie down until the feeling passes. 



Whenever I hear anyone arguing for slavery, I feel a strong impulse to see it tired on him 
personally. Abraham Lincoln 

Whenever I start getting sad about where I am in my life, I think about the last words of my favorite 
uncle: "A truck!" 

Whenever man commits a crime heaven finds a witness. Edward G. Bulwer-Lytton 
Whenever people agree with me I always feel I must be wrong. Oscar Wilde 
Whenever people say "we mustn't be sentimental", you can take it they are about to do something 

cruel. And if they add, "we must be realistic", they mean they are going to make money out of it. 
Brigid Brophy 

Whenever the people are well informed, they can be trusted with their own government; that 
whenever things get so far wrong as to attract their notice, they may be relied on to set them to 
rights. 

Whenever the literary German dives into a sentence, that is the last you are going to see of him until 
he emerges on the other side of his Atlantic with his verb in his mouth. Mark Twain 

Whenever the people are well informed, they can be trusted with their own government; that 
whenever things get so far wrong as to attract their notice, they may be relied on to set them to 
rights. Thomas Jefferson 

Whenever there is a simple error that most laymen fall for, there is always a slightly more 
sophisticated version of the same problem that experts fall for. Amos Tversky 

Whenever they burn books they will also, in the end, burn human beings. Heinrich Heine 
Whenever things sound easy, it turns out there's one part you didn't hear. Donald E. Westlake 
Whenever we say that something must be the case we have given an indication of a rule for the 

regulation of our expression, as if one were to say 'Everybody is really going to Paris. True, 
some don't get there, but all their movements are preliminary'. Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889-1951) 

Whenever you are angry, be assured that it is not only a present evil, but that you have increased a 
habit. Epictetus 

Whenever you are asked if you can do a job, tell 'em, "Certainly, I can!" Then get busy and find out 
how to do it. Theodore Roosevelt 

Whenever you are sincerely pleased you are nourished. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Whenever you are to do a thing, though it can never be known but to yourself, ask yourself how you 

would act were all the world looking at you and act accordingly. Thomas Jefferson 
Whenever you feel alone look at the stars. 
Whenever you find humor, you find pathos close by his side. Edwin Percy Whipple 
Whenever you find that you are on the side of the majority, it is time to reform. Mark Twain 
Whenever you find you are on the side of the majority, it is time to pause and reflect. Mark Twain 

(1835-1910) 
Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority, it is time to pause and reflect. Mark Twain 
Whenever you possibly can, do good to those who need it. Solomon 
Whenever you set out to do something, something else must be done first. (Murphy’s Sixth Law) 
"Where are we going?" "Nowhere." "So what's the rush?"  The Lost Boys 
Where ambition can cover its enterprises, even to the person himself, under the appearance of 

principle, it is the most incurable and inflexible of passions. David Hume 
Where annual elections end, there slavery begins. John Quincy Adams 
Where as gold is the kindest of all hosts when it shines in the sky, it comes an evil guest unto those 

that receive it in their hand. Simondes of Ceos 
Where bees are, there is honey. 
Where both deliberate, the love is slight: / Who ever lov'd, that lov'd not at first sight? Christopher 

Marlowe 
Where do swear words come from? 
Where drums beat, laws are silent. 



Where ever you go in life, / Whatever be your goal, / Keep your eyes on the doughnut / And not on 
the hole. 

Where everyone wants to come as early as possible, then necessarily by far the larger part must 
come too late. Lichtenberg 

Where everything is bad it must be good to know the worst. Francis H. Bradley 
Where frogs are the croakers there silence is becoming. 
Where God guides, He provides. 
Where God has a temple, the devil has a chapel. German Proverb 
Where God has his church the Devil will have his chapel. Spanish Proverb 
Where God hath a temple, the Devil will have a chapel. Robert Burton (1576-1640) 
Where I was born and how I have lived is unimportant. It is what I have done with where I have 

been that should be of interest. Georgia O'Keefe 
Where ignorance is bliss it's foolish to borrow your neighbor's newspaper. 
Where ignorance is bliss 'tis folly to be wise. Thomas Gray 
Where in the world does the guy who has everything put it? 
Where industry is everything and man is nothing begins the realm of a ruthless economic despotism 

whose workings are no less disastrous than those of any political despotism. Rudolf Rocker 
(1873-1958) 

Where is Denver?  Denver is just below the O in Colorado. 
Where is the life we have lost in living? Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? Where is 

the knowledge we have lost in information? T. S. Elliot (1885-1968) 
Where is this rash and most unfortunate man? William Shakespeare (1564-1616) 
Where it is duty to worship the sun, it is pretty sure to be a crime to examine the laws of heat. John 

Morley 
Where large sums of money are concerned, it is advisable to trust nobody. Agatha Christie (1890-

1976) 
Where liberty is, there is my country. Benjamin Franklin 
Where love abounds, angels are nearby. 
Where love fails we espy all faults. English Proverb 
Where love is concerned, too much is not enough. Pierre A. de Beaumarchais 
Where love is not, there is hatred. Thomas Draxe 
Where love is, there is faith. 
Where money talks, there are few interruptions. Herbert V. Prochnow (1897-) 
Where no one will, the devil himself will bear the cross. Spanish Proverb 
Where quality is the thing sought after, the thing of supreme quality is cheap, whatever the price 

one has to pay for it. William James 
Where rosemary grows the wife wears the trousers. French Proverb 
Where secrecy or mystery begins, vice or roguery is not far off. Samuel Johnson 
Where silence is not allowed, what then is permissible? Seneca 
Where sin drives, shame sits in the back seat. Swedish Proverb 
Where the bee sucks honey the spider sucks poison. 
Where the Devil can't go, he sends an old woman. 
Where the Devil can't go, he sends his grandmother. 
Where the heart is willing, it will find a thousand ways; but where it is unwilling, it will find a 

thousand excuses. Dayak proverb 
Where the telescope ends, the microscope begins. Which of the two has the grander view? Victor 

Hugo 
Where the world ceases to be the scene of our personal hopes and wishes, where we face it as free 

beings admiring, asking and observing, there we enter the realm of Art and Science. Albert 
Einstein (1879-1955) 



Where there are no swamps there are no frogs. German Proverb 
Where there is a sea there are pirates. Greek Proverb 
Where there is a surfeit of words there is a famine of intelligence. Marathian Proverb 
Where there is a will, there is an Inheritance Tax. 
Where there is an unknowable there is a promise. Thornton Wilder (1897-1975) 
Where there is great love there are always miracles. Willa Cather (1873-1947) 
Where there is great love, there are always wishes. Willa Cather 
Where there is hope there is the potential for effort. Hope and effort both mean looking forward. 

And looking forward is an attribute of youth. Hugh Downs 
Where there is love there is life. Mahatma Gandhi 
Where there is love, there is pain. Spanish Proverb 
Where there is marriage without love, there will be love without marriage. Benjamin Franklin 

(1706-1790) 
Where there is much light, the shadow is deep. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
Where there is much pretension, much has been borrowed; nature never pretends. Johann Kaspar 

Lavater 
Where there is much to risk, there is much to consider. Platenus 
Where there is no difference, there is only indifference. Louis Nizer 
Where there is no power... there is never any desire to do a thing; and where there is strong desire to 

do a thing... the power to do it is strong. Wallace D. Wattles 
Where there is no religion, hypocrisy becomes good taste. George Bernard Shaw 
Where there is no trust there is no love. 
Where there is no vision a people perish. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Where there is perhaps a province in which the photograph can tell us nothing more than what we 

see with our own eyes, there is another in which it proves to us how little our eyes permit us to 
see. Dorothea Lange 

Where there is power, there is resistance, and yet, or rather consequently, this resistance is never in 
a position of exteriority in relation to power. Michel Foucault (1926-1984) 

Where there is reverence there is fear, but there is not reverence everywhere that there is fear, 
because fear presumably has a wider extension than reverence. Socrates (470?-399 B.C.) 

Where there is sorrow, there is holy ground. Oscar Wilde 
Where there is the necessary technical skill to move mountains, there is no need for the faith that 

moves mountains. Eric Hoffer 
Where there is whispering there is lying. 
Where there's a whip there's a way. 
Where there's a will, there's a lawsuit. Addison Mizner 
Where there's a will, there's a way. English Proverb 
Where there's a will, there's a relative. 
Where there's a will, there's an Inheritance Tax. 
Where there's a will, there's relatives and inheritance tax. 
Where there's marriage without love, there will be love without marriage. Benjamin Franklin 
Where there's music there can be love. French Proverb 
Where there's smoke, there's dinner. Sylvia McGuire 
Where there's smoke, there's fire. 
Where two discourse, if the one's anger rise, / The man who lets the contest fall is wise. Euripides 
Where we cannot invent, we may at least improve. Charles Caleb Colton 
Where we love is home, home that our feet may leave, but not our hearts. Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Where we're going we don't need roads. Christopher Lloyd 
Where will you be sitting in eternity - smoking or non-smoking? 
Where would we be without rhetorical questions? 



Where you stand depends on where you sit. (Miles' Rule) 
Where you stand on an issue depends upon where you sit. 
Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. Jesus Christ 
Where you're going is more important then where you stand. 
Whereas representation tries to absorb simulation by interpreting it as false representation, 

simulation envelops the edifice of representation as itself a simulacrum. Jean Baudrillard 
Whereas the tactician knows what to do when there is something to do, it requires the strategist to 

know what to do when there is nothing to do. Abrahams 
Whereof one cannot speak, thereof one must be silent. Ludwig Wittgenstein 
Wheresoever you go, go with all your heart. Confucius 
Wherever angels lead me, I will go as a willing traveler. 
Wherever God erects a house of prayer, the Devil always builds a chapel there. Daniel Defoe 
Wherever there is a secret, there must be something wrong. 
Wherever they burn books, they will also, in the end, burn people. Heinrich Heine (1797-1856) 
Wherever they go, and whatever happens to them on the way, in that enchanted place on the top of 

the forest, a little boy and his Bear will always be playing. A. A. Milne 
Wherever you are - be all there. Jim Elliot 
Wherever you are, it is your friends who make your world. Laura F. 
Whether by the strike of the enemy or your own thrust, whether by the man who strikes or the 

sword that strikes, whether by position or rhythm, if your mind is diverted in any way, your 
actions will falter, you will be cut down. Takuan Soho 

Whether he be original or a plagiarist, man is the novelist of himself. Jose Ortega y Gasset (1883-
1955) 

Whether in chains or in laurels, liberty knows nothing but victories. Douglas MacArthur 
Whether man is disposed to yield to nature or to oppose her, he cannot do without a correct 

understanding of her language. Jean Rostand 
Whether one believes in religion or not, whether one believes in this religion or that religion, the 

very purpose of our life is happiness, the very motion of our life is towards happiness. H. H. the 
Dalai Lama 

Whether or not the standard of living made possible by mass production and in turn by mass 
circulation, is supported by and filled with the work of us hucksters, I guess is something that 
only history can decide. Leo Burnett 

Whether they give or refuse, it delights women just the same to have been asked. 
Whether we athletes liked it or not, the 4-minute mile had become rather like an Everest: a 

challenge to the human spirit, it was a barrier that seemed to defy all attempts to break it, an 
irksome reminder that men's striving might be in vain. Sir Roger Bannister 

Whether women are better than men I cannot say  but I can say they are certainly no worse. Golda 
Meir 

Whether you can hear it or not, the universe is laughing behind your back. 
Whether you think you can or think you can't you are right. Henry Ford (1863–1947) 
Which came first, the chicken or the egg?  Neither, it was the rooster. 
Which dreams indeed are ambition, for the very substance of the ambitious is merely the shadow of 

a dream. William Shakespeare 
Which is the best government? That which teaches us to govern ourselves. Johann Wolfgang von 

Goethe 
Which is worse, ignorance or apathy? Who knows? Who cares? 
Which was created first? Day or night? 
While anyone can admit to themselves they were wrong, the true test is admission to someone else. 
While day by day the overzealous student stores up facts for future use, He who has learned to trust 

nature finds need for ever fewer external directions. He will discard formula after formula, until 



he reaches the conclusion: Let nature take its course. By letting each thing act in accordance with 
its own nature, everything that needs to be done gets done. Lao-Tzu (570?-490? BC) 

While grief is fresh, every attempt to divert only irritates. You must wait till it be digested, and then 
amusement will dissipate the remains of it. Samuel Johnson 

While I breathe, I hope (Dum spiro spero). South Carolina's motto 
While I take inspiration from the past, like most Americans, I live for the future. Ronald Reagan 
While in jail a man worked on his alibiography. Henry Cate 
While intelligent people can often simplify the complex, a fool is more likely to complicate the 

simple. Gerald W. Grummet 
While it may be true that the best advertising is word-of-mouth, never lose sight of the fact it also 

can be the worst advertising. Jef I. Richards 
While man's desires and aspirations stir he cannot choose but err. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
While money can't buy happiness, it certainly lets you choose your own form of misery. 
While money doesn't buy love, it puts you in a great bargaining position. 
While money isn't everything, it does keep you in touch with your children. 
While most peoples' opinions change, the conviction of their correctness never does. 
While one milks the ram, the other holds under the sieve. Chinese Proverb 
While stands the Coliseum, Rome shall stand; / When falls the Coliseum, Rome shall fall; / And 

when Rome falls - the world. Lord Byron (1788-1824) 
While the builders of the cages sleep with bullets, bars and stones, they do not see your road to 

freedom that you build with flesh and bone. 
While the leg warms, the boot harms. 
While the mind is in doubt it is driven this way and that by a slight impulse. Terence 
While Thee I seek, protecting Power, / Be my vain wishes stilled; / And may this consecrated hour / 

With better hopes be filled. Helen Maria Williams (1762-1827) 
While theoretically and technically television may be feasible, commercially and financially I 

consider it an impossibility, a development of which we need waste little time or dreaming. Lee 
De Forest 

While there's life, there's hope. Marcus Tullius Cicero (106-43 BC) & Terence 
While those whom devotion to abstract discussions has rendered unobservant of the facts are too 

ready to dogmatize on the basis of a few observations. Aristotle 
While traveling near Tampa, Florida I passed the "Jehovah's Witness Assembly Hall" and was 

struck by the fact that that must be where they make them. Gene Spafford 
While we are postponing, life speeds by. Seneca (B.C. 3-65 A.D.) 
While we talk, hostile time flies away (Dum loquimur invida aetas fugerit). Horace 
While we try to teach our children all about life, our children teach us what life is all about. Angela 

Schwindt 
While you do not know, you are caught with your own snare. St. Jerome 
While your friend holds you affectionately by both your hands you are safe, for you can watch both 

of his. Ambrose Bierce 
Whiskey when you're sick makes you well. Whiskey makes you sick when you're well. 
Whistling aloud to bear his courage up. Robert Blair 
Whistling to keep myself from being afraid. John Dryden (1631-1701) 
White dwarf seeks red giant for binary relationship. 
Who am I to criticize another maniac? 
Who are a little wise the best fools be. Dr. John Donne 
Who asks whether the enemy were defeated by strategy or valor? Virgil 
Who begins too much accomplishes little. German Proverb 
Who, being loved, is poor? Oscar Wilde (1854-1900) 
Who bravely dares must sometimes risk a fall. Tobias G. Smollett 



Who, by vigor of mind almost divine, the motions and figures of the planets, the paths of comets, 
and the tides of the seas first demonstrated. If I have been able to see further, it was only because 
I stood on the shoulders of giants. Isaac Newton 

Who can refute a sneer? William Paley (1743-1805) 
Who cares about apathy anyway? 
Who cares about procreation, as long as it tickles? 
Who cares for fame and fortune / They're only passing things / But the touch of your lips on mine / 

Makes me feel like a king. Fred Wise & Ben Weisman 
Who controls the past controls the future. Who controls the present controls the past. George 

Orwell 
Who dares nothing, need hope for nothing. Johann von Schiller 
Who dares to teach must never cease to learn. John Cotton Dana 
Who dat who say "who dat" when I say "who dat"?  Hattie McDaniel 
Who depends on another man's table often dines late. Italian Proverb 
Who does not love wine, women, and song remains a fool his whole life long. J. H. Voss (1751-

1826) 
Who does not trust enough will not be trusted. 
Who drives fat oxen should himself be fat. Samuel Johnson (1709-1784) 
Who gives to friends so much from Fate secures, That is the only wealth for ever yours. Martial 

(43-104 A.D.) 
Who goeth a-borrowing goeth a-sorrowing. 
Who gossips to you will gossip of you. Turkish proverb 
Who got it, did get it; and who left it, did regret it. Algerian proverb 
Who has a fair wife needs more than two eyes. 
Who has aching teeth has ill tenants. 
Who has not a good tongue, ought to have good hands. John Ray 
Who holds a power but newly gained is ever stern of mood. Aeschylus 
Who is born fair is born married. Giovanni Torriano 
Who is it that can tell me who I am? William Shakespeare (1564-1616) 
Who is more busy than he that has least to do? Thomas Draxe 
Who is more foolish? The fool or the fool that follows it? Alec Guinness 
Who is not satisfied with himself will grow; who is not sure of his own correctness will learn many 

things. Chinese Proverb 
Who is the happiest of men? He who values the merits of others, and in their pleasure takes joy, 

even as though t'were his own. Johann von Goethe 
Who is wise? He that learns from everyone. Who is powerful? He that governs his passions. Who is 

rich? He who is content. Who is that? Nobody. Franklin (1706-1790) 
Who is worse shod than the shoemaker's wife? 
Who kills a man kills a reasonable creature, God's image, but thee who destroys a goode booke, 

kills reason it selfe. John Milton 
Who knoweth if to die be but to live, And that called life by mortals be but death? Euripides (B.C. 

480-406) 
Who knows most, speaks least. Giovanni Torriano & Spanish Proverb 
Who lies with dogs shall rise up with fleas. Latin Proverb 
Who likes not his business, his business likes not him. T. Wright 
Who lives by hope will die by hunger. 
Who loves a garden loves a greenhouse too. William Cowper (1731-1800) 
Who loves not women, wine and song, / Remains a fool his whole life long. Martin Luther 
Who marries for love without money has good nights and sorry days. 
Who mourns the falling of a single leaf ? 



Who must account for himself and others, must know both. George Herbert 
Who naught suspects is easily deceived. Edgar Degas (1834-1917) 
Who needs companionship when you can sit alone in your room and drink? 
Who never ate his bread in sorrow, / Who never spent the darksome hours / Weeping, and watching 

for the morrow, / He knows ye not, ye gloomy Powers. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-
1832) 

Who never climbed high never fell low. English Proverb 
Who never wins can rarely lose, who never climbs as rarely falls. Whittier 
Who overrefines his argument brings himself to grief. Edgar Degas (1834-1917) 
Who remembers when we used to rest on Sunday instead of Monday? Kin Hubbard 
Who says I am not under the special protection of God? Adolf Hitler 
Who says in verse what others say in prose. Alexander Pope (1688-1744) 
Who sees all beings in his own Self, and his own Self in all beings, loses all fear. Isa Upanishad 
Who speaks not his mind is a pander. Hindustani Proverb 
Who shall stand guard over the guards themselves? Juvenal 
Who steals my purse steals trash. William Shakespeare 
Who swims in sin shall sink in sorrow. 
Who ties well, unties well. Spanish Proverb 
Who to himself is law no law doth need, offends no law, and is a king indeed. 
Who travels for love finds a thousand miles not longer than one. Japanese Proverb 
Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? I don't. Cole Porter (1893-1964) 
Who was that masked man? 
Who was the guy who first looked at a cow and said, "I think I'll drink whatever comes out of these 

things when I squeeze 'em!"? Bill Watterson 
Who will argue that 98.6 Fahrenheit is the right temperature for man? It may be that we are actually 

freezing: hence the pervading stupidity of mankind. At 110 or 115 degrees even archbishops 
might be intelligent. H. L. Mencken 

Who will not suffer labor in this world, let him not be born. John Florio 
Who with a little cannot be content, endures an everlasting punishment. Robert Herrick 
Who would borrow when he has not, let him borrow when he has. Giovanni Torriano 
Who would have predicted... that Dubcek, who brought the tanks in in Czechoslovakia in 1968 is 

now being proclaimed a hero in Czechoslovakia. Unbelievable. Vice President Dan Quayle 
Who would wish to be among the commonplace crowd of the little famous - who are each 

individually lost in a throng made up of themselves? John Keats 
Who you are speaks so loudly I can't hear what you're saying. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Who you think said something may depend on where you live. (Keyes Rules of Misquotation, 

Axiom 2, Corollary 2D) 
Whoever concerns himself with the Greeks should be ever mindful that an unrestrained thirst for 

knowledge for its own sake barbarizes men just as much as hatred of knowledge. Friedrich 
Nietzsche (1844-1900) 

Whoever controls the media - the images - controls the culture. Allen Ginsberg 
Whoever despises the high wisdom of mathematics nourishes himself on delusion and will never 

still the sophistic sciences whose only product is an eternal uproar. Leonardo da Vinci 
Whoever fights monsters should see to it that in the process he does not become a monster. Nietsche 
Whoever follows a crowd will never be followed by a crowd. 
Whoever gossips to you will gossip about you. Spanish Proverb 
Whoever has lived long enough to find out what life is, knows how deep a debt of gratitude we owe 

to Adam, the first great benefactor of our race. He brought death into the world. Mark Twain 
Whoever has the gold makes the rules. (Murphy's Golden Rule) 



Whoever is not a misanthrope at forty can never have loved mankind. Sebastian Roch Nicolas 
Chamfort 

Whoever kindles the flames of intolerance in America is lighting a fire underneath his own home. 
Harold E. Stassen 

Whoever loves becomes humble. Those who love have, so to speak, pawned a part of  their 
narcissism. Sigmund Freud 

Whoever performs only his duty is not doing his duty. Bahya ibn Pakuda 
Whoever profits by the crime is guilty of it. 
Whoever rows the boat doesn't have time to rock it. 
Whoever said, It's not whether you win or lose that counts, probably lost! Martina Navratilova 
Whoever said money can't buy happiness didn't know where to shop. Gertrude Stein (1874-1946) 
Whoever said you can't buy happiness forgot little puppies. Gene Hill 
Whoever serves his country well has no need of ancestors. Voltaire 
Whoever undertakes to set himself up as a judge of Truth and knowledge is shipwrecked by the 

laughter of the gods. Albert Einstein (1879-1955) 
Whoever would overthrow the liberty of a nation must begin by subduing the freeness of speech. 

Benjamin Franklin 
Whom God wishes to destroy he first deprives of reason. Euripides (?) 
Whom God wishes to destroy, he first drives mad. 
Whom the gods destroy, they first make mad. Euripides (?) 
Whom the gods hate, they make a teacher. 
Whom the Gods love, die young. 
Whom the gods would destroy, they first make mad. 
Whom they have injured they also hate. Seneca 
Whom we love best, to them we can say least. 
Whoops, stepped on a frog. 
Who's afraid of Virginia Woolf? Edward Albee (1928-) 
Who's kidding whom? What's the difference between Giant and Jumbo? Quart and full quart? Two-

ounce and big two-ounce? What does Extra Long mean? What's a tall 24-inches? And what busy 
shopper can tell? Marya Mannes 

Who's more foolish?  The fool or the fool who follows him? 
Who's on first? 
Whoredom and grace ne'er dwelt in one place. English Proverb 
Whose cruel idea was it for the word "lisp" to have an "s" in it? 
Whoso would be a man, must be a nonconformist. He who would gather immortal palms must not 

be hindered by the name of goodness, but must explore if it be goodness. Nothing is at last 
sacred but the integrity of your own mind. Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 

Why are a wise man and wise guy opposites? 
Why are builders afraid to have a 13th floor; but book publishers aren't afraid to have a Chapter 11? 
Why are cigarettes sold in gas stations when smoking is prohibited there? 
Why are creditor's memories better than debtors? 
Why are microphones so big? 
Why are our days numbered and not, say, lettered. Woody Allen 
Why are there flotation devices under plane seats instead of parachutes? 
Why are there interstate highways in Hawaii? 
Why are there no blue M&M's? 
Why are they called apartments when they are so close to each other? 
Why are they called 'stands' when they're made for sitting? 
Why are today's rough times always tomorrow's good old days? 
Why argue when we both know I'm right? 



Why be difficult when with a bit of effort you can be impossible? 
Why be difficult when, with a bit of effort, you could be impossible? 
Why bother building any more nuclear warheads until we use the ones we have? 
Why buy a product that takes 2000 flushes to get rid of? 
Why can you only have two doors on a chicken coop? If it had four it would be a chicken sedan. 
Why can't you make another word using all the letters in "anagram"? 
Why comes temptation but for man to meet / And master and make crouch beneath his foot, / And 

so be pedestaled in triumph? Robert Browning (1812-1889) 
Why could Superman stop bullets with his chest, but he always ducked when someone threw a gun 

at him? 
Why did God give us ten fingers and only two nostrils? 
Why did kamikaze pilots wear helmets? 
Why did Pee Wee get arrested for something Madonna gets paid to do on stage? 
Why did the Lord give us so much quickness of movement unless it was to avoid responsibility 

with? 
Why do 10 lbs of groceries generate 50 lbs of garbage? 
Why do banks charge you a "non-sufficient funds fee" on money they already know you don't have? 
Why do expenses always rise to meet income? 
Why do fat chance and slim chance mean the same thing? 
Why do flammable and inflammable mean the same thing? 
Why do men die before their wives? They want to. 
Why do mirrors reverse left and right, but not up and down? 
Why do mountain climbers rope themselves together? To prevent the sensible ones  from going 

home. 
Why do noses run and feet smell? 
Why do overlook and oversee mean opposite things? 
Why do people with closed minds always open their mouths? 
Why do scientists call it research when looking for something new? 
Why do "slow down" and "slow up" mean the same thing? 
Why do some people type "cool" as "kewl?" 
Why do the needles used in lethal injections have to be sterile? 
Why do they always start off the evening news with "Good evening" when all they do is tell you 

why it isn't? 
Why do they call them "apartments" when they are all stuck together? 
Why do they call them briefings when they take so long? 
Why do they call them buildings when they are already built?  
Why do they put Braille dots on the keypad of the drive-up ATM? 
Why do they put the Gideon Bibles only in the bedrooms, where it's usually too late, and not in the 

barroom downstairs? Christopher Morley (1890-1957) 
Why do they sterilize the needles for lethal injections? 
Why do those that pay the least complain the most? 
Why do tourists go to the tops of tall buildings and then put money into telescopes so they can see 

things on the ground close-up? 
Why do 'tug'boats push their barges? 
Why do we drive on parkways and park on driveways? 
Why do we play in recitals and recite in plays? 
Why do we put suits in a garment bag and garments in a suitcase? 
Why do we say something is out of whack? What is a whack? 
Why do we say something's out of order when it's broken but we never say in of order when it 

works? 



Why do we sing 'Take me out to the ball game', when we are already there? 
Why do we study poverty instead of wealth? 
Why do we wash bath towels? Aren't we clean when we use them? 
Why do writers write? Because it isn't there. Thomas Berger 
Why do you always find that lost something in the last place you look? 
Why do you change your image so often? "To entertain myself." Madonna 
Why do you have so much quickness of movement if not to avoid responsibility? 
Why do you lead me a wild-goose chase? Miguel de Cervantes (1547-1616) 
Why do you need a driver's license to buy liquor when you can't drink and drive? 
Why do you park on a driveway and drive on a parkway? Larry Anderson 
Why does a ship carry cargo and a truck carries shipments? 
Why does a slight tax increase cost you two hundred dollars and a substantial tax cut save you thirty 

cents. Peg Bracken 
Why does an alarm clock "go off" when it begins ringing? 
Why does bread always fall butter side down? 
Why does "cleave" mean both split apart and stick together? 
Why does flammable and inflammable mean the same thing? 
Why does love have to be so sad? 
Why does man kill? He kills for food. And not only food: frequently there must be a beverage. 

Woody Allen 
Why does pouring oil on the sea make it clear and calm? Is it for that the winds, slipping the smooth 

oil, have no force, nor cause any waves? Plutarch (c.46-c.120 A. D.) 
Why does "slow down" and "slow up" mean the same thing? 
Why does sour cream have an expiration date? Larry Anderson 
Why does the Chinese ideogram for trouble symbolize two women living under one roof? 
Why does the other lane always move faster? 
Why does X stand for a kiss and O stand for a hug? 
Why does your nose run and your feet smell? 
Why doesn't glue stick to the inside of the bottle? 
Why doesn't life come with subtitles? 
Why doesn't "onomatopoeia" sound like what it is? 
Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard? 
Why doesn't the fattest man in the world become a hockey goalie? 
Why doesn't the fellow who says, "I'm no speechmaker," let it go at that instead of giving a 

demonstration. Kim Hubbard 
Why don't cannibals eat clowns?  Because they taste funny. 
Why don't "minimalists" find a shorter name for themselves? 
Why don't sheep shrink in the rain? 
Why don't somebody print the truth about our present economic condition? We spent years of wild 

buying on credit, everything under the sun, whether we needed it or not, and now we are having 
to pay for it, howling like a pet coon.  This would be a great world to dance in of we didn't have 
to pay the fiddler. Will Rogers 

Why don't we say "why" instead of "how come"? 
Why don't you need a driver's license to buy liquor when you can't drink and drive? 
Why experiment on animals with so many lawyers out there? 
Why grab possessions like thieves, or divide them like socialists, when you can ignore them like 

wise men? Natalie Clifford Barney 
Why has not man a microscopic eye? / For this plain reason, man is not a fly. Alexander Pope 

(1688-1744) 



Why hate someone for the color of their skin when there are much better reasons to hate them. 
Denis Leary 

Why, I ask, isn't it possible that advertising as a whole is a fantastic fraud, presenting an image of 
America taken seriously by no one, least of all by the advertising men who create it? David 
Riesman 

Why in a country of free speech, are there phone bills? 
Why in judging a man do you judge him all wrapped up in a package? He displays to us only parts 

that are not at all his own, and hides from us those by which alone one can truly judge of his 
value. It is the worth of the blade that you seek to know, not of the scabbard; perhaps you will 
not give a penny for it if you have unsheathed it. You must judge him by himself, not by his 
finery. Michel de Montaigne (1533-1592) 

Why is "abbreviated" such a long word? 
Why is "abbreviation" such a long word? 
Why is "crazy man" an insult, while to insert a comma and say "Crazy, man!" is a compliment? 
Why is dyslexic so hard to spell? 
Why is "easy listening" so hard to listen to? 
Why is it called a "building" when it is already built? 
Why is it called a TV "set" when you only get one? 
Why is it called lipstick if you can still move your lips? 
Why is it called "rush hour" if it's so damn slow? 
Why is it called tourist season if we can't shoot them? 
Why is it drug addicts and computer affictionados are both called users? Clifford Stoll 
Why is it men are permitted to be obsessed about their work, but women are only  permitted to be 

obsessed about men? Barbra Streisand 
Why is it so hard to remember how to spell MNEMONIC? 
Why is it that? 
Why is it that night falls, and dawn cracks, but day breaks? 
Why is it that no word in the English language rhymes with month, orange, silver, or purple? 
Why is it that the word "gullible" isn't in the dictionary? 
Why is it that there are so many more horses' asses than horses?  Liddy 
Why is it that we recite at a play and play at a recital? 
Why is it that we rejoice at a birth and grieve at a funeral? Is it because we are not the person 

concerned? Mark Twain 
Why is it that we park in driveways and drive on parkways? 
Why is it that when you transport something by car, it's called a shipment, but when you transport 

something by ship, it's called cargo? 
Why is it that when you're driving and looking for an address, you turn down the volume on the 

radio? 
Why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, grocers don't groce and hammers don't ham? 
Why is it that you must wait until night to call it a day? 
Why is it that you only see a Road Works sign, when the road doesn't work? 
Why is it when two planes almost hit each other it is called a "near miss"? Shouldn't it be called a 

"near hit"? 
Why is it when we talk to God we're said to be praying, but when God talks to us we're 

schizophrenic? Lily Tomlin 
Why is it, whenever a group of internationalists get together, they always decide that Uncle Sam 

must be the goat? Bertrand H. Snell 
Why is it, whether you sit up or sit down, the result is the same? 
Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavors, but dishwashing liquid made with real lemons? 



Why is man alone liable to grow into a dotard? Is it not because he returns, in this, to his primitive 
state; and that, while the brute, which has acquired nothing and has therefore nothing to lose, still 
retains the force of instinct, man, who loses, by age or accident, all that his perfectibility had 
enabled him to gain, falls by this means lower than the brutes themselves? It would be 
melancholy, were we forced to admit that this distinctive and almost unlimited faculty is the 
source of all human misfortunes; that it is this which, in time, draws man out of his original state, 
in which he would have spent his days insensibly in peace and innocence; that it is this faculty, 
which, successively producing in different ages his discoveries and his errors, his vices and his 
virtues, makes him at length a tyrant both over himself and over nature. Jean Jacques Rousseau 
(1712-1778) 

Why is "palindrome" spelled "palindrome" and not "palindromeemordnilap"? 
Why is the alphabet in that order? Is it because of that song? Steven Wright 
Why is the plural of goose-geese, and not the plural of moose-meese? 
Why is the third hand on a watch called a second hand? 
Why is the virus that causes the common cold hard to find, when it's so easy to catch? 
Why is the word "abbreviate" so long? 
Why is there always so much month left at the end of the money ? 
Why is there an expiration date on SOUR cream? 
Why is there only ONE Monopolies Commission? 
Why is there so much month left at the end of the month? 
Why is when you sit around the house, when you don't actually sit around the house? 
Why isn't "palindrome" spelled the same way backwards? 
Why isn't phonetic spelled the way it sounds? 
Why isn't "phonetic" spelled the way it's said? 
Why isn't there a special name for the tops of your feet?  Lily Tomlin 
Why isn't there mouse-flavored cat food? 
Why level downward to our dullest perception always, and praise that as common sense? The 

commonest sense is the sense of men asleep, which they express by snoring. Henry David 
Thoreau (1817-1862) 

Why listen to reason when insanity prevails? 
Why long for glory, which one despises as soon as one has it ? 
Why look for more knowledge when you do not pay attention to what you know? 
Why love if losing hurts so much… I have no answers anymore… only the life I have lived... The 

pain now is part of the happiness (then). Anthony Hopkins 
Why make a principle of what you yourself are and must be? Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche (1844-

1900) 
Why make me plead / For something you need / I want to bring back the thrill / Give me the right. 

Wise & Blagman 
Why men can't bear children - story at 11:00. John Quill Taylor 
Why not go out on a limb?  Isn't that where the fruit is? Frank Scully 
Why not move the political conventions to one of the winter months so all that hot air won't go to 

waste? 
Why rob banks?  That's where the money is. Willie Sutton (1901-1980) 
Why should a rich man steal?  John Ray 
Why should I care about posterity? What's posterity ever done for me? Julius Henry (Groucho) 

Marx (1895-1977) 
Why should I waste my time reliving the past when I can spend it worrying about the future? 
Why should not conscience have vacation / As well as other courts o' th' nation? Samuel Butler 

(1600-1680) 
Why should the Devil have all the good tunes? Rowland Hill (1744-1833) 



Why should we live with such hurry and waste of life?  We are determined to be starved before we 
are hungry.  Men say that a stitch in time saves nine, and so they take a thousand stitiches today 
to save nine tomorrow. Henry David Thoreau 

Why should you never iron a 4-leaf clover? You don't want to press your luck. Daryl Stout 
Why shoudn't truth be stranger than fiction?  Fiction, after all, has to stick to the possibilities. Mark 

Twain (1835-1910) 
Why, that all those mercenary individuals, whom the many call Sophists and whom they deem to be 

their adversaries, do, in fact, teach nothing but the opinion of the many, that is to say, the 
opinions of their assemblies; and this is their wisdom. Plato 

Why, they couldn't hit an elephant at this dist... Gen. John Sedgewick (last words) 
Why thus longing, thus forever sighing / For the far-off, unattain'd, and dim, / While the beautiful 

all round thee lying / Offers up its low, perpetual hymn? Harriet W. Sewall (1819-1889) 
Why was I born with such contemporaries?  Oscar Wilde 
Why was I with her?  She reminds me of you. In fact, she reminds me more of you than you do! 

Julius Henry (Groucho) Marx (1895-1977) 
Why waste time learning, when ignorance is instantaneous? Bill Waterson 
Why would anyone want to be called Later? 
Why wouldn't an enhanced deterrent, a more stable peace, a better prospect to denying the ones 

who enter conflict in the first place to have a reduction of offensive systems and an introduction 
to defensive capability. I believe that is the route this country will eventually go. Vice President 
Dan Quayle 

Wicked men obey from fear; good men, from love. Aristotle 
Wicked people cannot sleep unless they have done something wrong. Solomon 
Wicked people do not really gain anything, but if you do what is right, you are certain to be 

rewarded. Solomon 
Wickedness is a myth invented by good people to account for the curious attraction of others. 

Gideon Wurdz 
Wickedness may prosper for awhile, but in the long run, he that sets all the knaves at work will pay 

them. L'Estrange (1616-1704) 
Wide is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction. New Testament 
Wild ducks and tomorrow both come without calling. Russian Proverb 
Wild moonlight fills the whole courtyard; / Drop by drop falls the crystal dew. / One by one the 

moving stars appear. / The fleeting glowworms sparkle in dark corners. / The waterfowl on the 
riverbank call to one another... Tu Fu (713-770) 

Wild oats make a bad autumn crop. 
Will is character in action. William McDougall 
Will is no skill. 
Will will have will, though will woe win. 
Will your answer to this question be no? 
Willful waste brings woeful want. Thomas Fuller 
Wilt thou seal up the avenues of ill? Pay every debt as if God wrote the bill. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Win any way as long as you can get away with it. Nice guys finish last. Leo Durocher 
Win with humility; lose with grace. 
Win without boasting and lose without excuse. 
Wind is to fire like distance is to love; it extinguishes the small and enflames the great. 
Wind to thy wings. Light to thy path. Dreams to thy heart. 
Windows have ears; doors have holes. Thai Proverb 
Windy March and rainy April bring a flowery and beautiful May. Spanish Proverb 
Wine and youth increase love. 
Wine is the best broom for troubles. Japanese Proverb 



Winners never quit and quitters never win. 
Winning is a habit. Unfortuantely, so is losing. Vincent Thomas Lombardi (1913-1970) 
Winning is not a sometime thing; its an all the time thing. You don't  win once in a while; you don't 

do things right once in a while; you do them right all the time. Winning is a habit. Vince 
Lombardi 

Winning is not everything, but the effort to win is. Zig Ziglar 
Winning isn't everything, but losing isn't anything. 
Winning isn't everything, but the will to win is everything. Vince Lombardi (1913-1970) 
Winning isn't everything, but then losing is nothing. 
Winning isn't everything, but wanting to win is. Vince Lombardi 
Winning isn't everything, it's the only thing. Red Sanders 
Winning may not be everything, but losing has little to recommend it. Dianne Feinstein 
Wisdom and understanding can only become the possession of individual men by travelling the old 

road of observation, attention, perseverance, and industry. Samuel Smiles 
Wisdom and virtue are like the two wheels of a cart. Japanese Proverb 
Wisdom begins in wonder. Socrates 
Wisdom comes by disillusionment. George Santayana 
Wisdom consists of knowing when to avoid perfection. 
Wisdom consists of letting the non-essentials pass by. 
Wisdom has never made a bigot, but learning has. Josh Billings 
Wisdom is a comb given to a man once he is bald. Irish proverb 
Wisdom is a screen behind which the philosopher saves himself because he has become weary, old, 

cold, hard - as a premonition that the end is near, like the prudence animals have before they die: 
they go off by themselves, become still, choose solitude, hide in caves, and become wise. 
Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) 

Wisdom is knowledge which has become a part of one's being. Orison S. Marden 
Wisdom is knowing the truth, and telling it. 
Wisdom is knowing what to do next. 
Wisdom is knowing what to do next; virtue is doing it. David Starr Jordan 
Wisdom is knowing what to do with what you know. 
Wisdom is like an open oven:  The food is gone, but the heat remains. 
Wisdom is long, violence is short. Carl van Doren 
Wisdom is more valuable than jewels; nothing you could want can compare with it. Solomon 
Wisdom is not good till it is bought. John Bunyan 
Wisdom is ofttimes nearer when we stoop than when we soar. William Wordsworth 
Wisdom is one thing.  It is to know the thought by which all things are steered through all things. 

Herakleitos 
Wisdom is only happening to guess right. Euripides 
Wisdom is perishable. Unlike information or knowledge, it cannot be stored in a computer or 

recorded in a book. It expires with each passing generation. Sid Taylor 
Wisdom is the supreme part of happiness. Sophocles 
Wisdom outweighs any wealth. Sophocles 
Wisdom:  to live in the present, plan for the future, and profit from the past. 
Wisdom too often never comes, and so one ought not to reject it merely because it comes late. Felix 

Frankfurter 
Wise anger is like fire from a flint: there is great ado to get it out; and when it does come, it is out 

again immediately. Matthew Henry 
Wise kings generally have wise counsellors; and he must be a wise man himself who is capable of 

distinguishing one. Diogenes 
Wise man see more from bottom of well than fool from mountain top. 



Wise man see more from mountain top than fool from bottom of well. 
Wise men change their minds, fools never. 
Wise men don't need advice.  Fools won't take it. Franklin (1706-1790) 
Wise men have their mouth in their heart, fools their heart in their mouth. 
Wise men learn by other men's mistakes; fools, by their own. Plautus 
Wise men learn more from fools, than fools from the wise. 
Wise men make proverbs and fools repeat them. Palmer 
Wise men never sit and wail their loss, but cheerily seek how to redress their harms. William 

Shakespeare 
Wise men propose, and fools determine. 
Wise men say only fools rush in but I can't help falling in love with you. George Weiss, Hugo 

Peretti & Luigi Creatore 
Wise men silent, folks talk. 
Wise men speak little; therefore nature has given men two ears and one tongue, to hear more than 

they speak. Demosthenes 
Wise men talk because they have something to say; fools, because they have to say something. 
Wise men will gain an honorable reputation, but stupid men will only add to their own disgrace. 

Solomon 
Wise sayings often fall on barren ground, but a kind word is never thrown away. Arthur Helps 
Wish is father to the thought. 
Wishful thinking is far less likely to produce results than direct action. 
Wishing without work is like fishing without bait. 
Wit has truth in it. Wisecracking is simply calisthenics with words. Dorothy Parker 
Wit has truth in it; wisecracking is simply word calisthenics. 
Wit is educated insolence. Aristoteles (384-322 B.C) 
Wit is the salt of conversation, not the food. William Hazlitt 
Wit makes its own welcome, and levels all distinctions. No dignity, no learning, no force of 

character, can make any stand against good wit. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Wit ought to be a glorious treat like caviar; never spread it about like marmalade. Noel Coward 
Witches and harlots come out at night. English Proverb 
Witches cast the devil's nets. English Proverb 
With a gentleman I am always a gentleman and a half, and with a fraud I try to be a fraud and a 

half. Otto von Bismarck 
With a rubber duck, one's never alone. 
With all their faults, trade-unions have done more for humanity than any other organization of men 

that ever existed. Clarence Darrow (1857-1938) 
With an eye made quiet by the power of harmony, and the deep power of joy, we see into the life of 

things. William Wordsworth 
With books and money plac'd for show / Like nest-eggs to make clients lay, / And for his false 

opinion pay. Samuel Butler (1600-1680) 
With both feet on the ground you won't get far. Loesje 
With clothes the new are best, with friends the old are best. 
With courage you will dare to take risks, have the strength to be compassionate and the wisdom to 

be humble.  Courage is the foundation of integrity. Keshavan Nair 
With Democrats in power, man exploits man. With Republicans, just the opposite. 
With effervescing opinions, the quickest way to let them get flat is to let them get exposed to the 

air. Oliver Wendell Holmes 
With every deed you are sowing a seed, though the harvest you may not see. Ella Wheeler Wilcox 



With every passing hour our solar system comes forty-three thousand miles closer to globular 
cluster M13 in the constellation Hercules, and still there are some misfits who continue to insist 
that there is no such thing as progress. Ransom K. Ferm 

With every wish there comes a curse. 
With equal passion I have sought knowledge. I have wished to understand the hearts of men. I have 

wished to know why the stars shine. And I have tried to apprehend the Pythagorean power by 
which number holds sway about the flux. A little of this, but not much, I have achieved. 
Bertrand Russell 

With fame, you know, you can read about yourself, somebody else's ideas about you, but what's 
important is how you feel about yourself - for survival and living day to day with what comes up. 
Marilyn Monroe 

With increased opportunity comes increased stress. The stress comes from multiple conflicting 
demands and very little in the way of role models. Madeline Hemmings 

With just enough of learning to misquote. Lord Byron (1788-1824) 
With liberty and justice for all who can afford it. 
With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the 

right, let us finish the work we are in. Abraham Lincoln 
With me a change of trouble is as good as a vacation. William Lloyd George 
With me everything turns into mathematics. (Omnia apud me mathematica fiunt). René Descartes 
With me poetry has not been a purpose, but a passion. Edgar Allan Poe 
With money in your pocket, you are wise, and you are handsome, and you sing well too. Jewish 

Proverb 
With money one may command devils; without it one cannot even summon a man. Chinese 

Proverb 
With money you are a dragon; with no money, a worm. Chinese Proverb 
With my full philosophical rucksack I can only climb slowly up the mountain of mathematics. 

Ludwig Wittgenstein 
With my Stealth Modem, you'll never see me coming. 
With no ads, who would pay for the media? The good fairy? Samuel Thurm 
With our industry being watched so carefully by governmental agencies, with the FTC ready to 

pounce on every claim we make, what we CAN say in our ads is forever narrowing and the 
sharpest tool left for us is HOW we say it. William Bernbach 

With people of only moderate ability modesty is mere honesty; but with those who possess great 
talent it is hypocrisy. Arthur Schopenhauer 

With prayer as with other gifts from God, it is not what you get that counts, it's what you do with it. 
With regard to whatever objects give you delight, are useful, or are deeply loved, remember to tell 

yourself of what general nature they are, beginning from the most insignificant things. If, for 
example, you are fond of a specific ceramic cup, remind yourself that it is only ceramic cups in 
general of which you are fond. Then, if it breaks, you will not be disturbed. If you kiss your 
child, or your wife, say that you only kiss things which are human, and thus you will not be 
disturbed if either of them dies. Epictetus 

With respect to the form of the limitation and the ought, two prejudices can be criticised in more 
detail. First of all, great stress is laid on the limitations of thought, of reason, and so on, and it is 
asserted that the limitation cannot be transcended. To make such as assertion is to be unaware 
that the very fact that something is determined as a limitation implies that the limitation is 
already transcended. G. W. F. Hegel (1770-1831) 

With seven nurses the child loses it eye. Russian Proverb 
With sixty staring me in the face, I have developed inflammation of the sentence structure and 

definite hardening of the paragraphs. James Thurber 



With songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away. Old Testament 

With the exception of the geometric series, there does not exist in all of mathematics a single 
infinite series whose sum has been determined rigorously. Niels Abel 

With the pride of an artist, you must blow against the walls of every power that exists, the small 
trumpet of your defiance. Norman Mailer 

With what fortitude we bear the suffering of others. Thomas McKeown 
Withhold from screaming when you hear the phrase "let's just be friends..." 
Without a doubt there are women who would vote intelligently. There are also men who knit socks 

beautifully. Mencken 
Without a goal to work toward, we will not get there. Natasha Josefowitz 
Without a rich heart wealth is an ugly beggar. Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Without adventure civilization is in full decay. Alfred North Whitehead 
Without ambition one starts nothing. 
Without civic morality communities perish; without personal morality their survival has no value. 

Bertrand Russell 
Without courage, wisdom bears no fruit. Baltasar Gracian 
Without danger we cannot get beyond danger. Publilius Syrus 
Without death and decay, how could life go on? John Burroughs 
Without economy none can be rich, and with it few will be poor. Samuel Johnson 
Without fools there would be no wisdom. 
Without fear, there is no courage. Jeffrey Smith 
Without friends no one would choose to live, though he had all other goods. Aristotle (384-322 BC) 
Without going out-of-doors, one can know all he needs to know. Without even looking out of his 

window, one can grasp the nature of everything. Without going beyond his own nature, one can 
achieve ultimate wisdom. Therefore, the intelligent man knows all he needs to know without 
going away, And sees all he needs to see without looking elsewhere, And does all he needs to do 
wihout undue exertion. Lao-Tzu (570?-490? BC) 

Without humility there can be no humanity. John Buchan 
Without ice cream life and fame are meaningless. 
Without integrity, no company can have positive word of mouth. Jay Abraham 
Without knowing the force of words, it is impossible to know men. Confucius (551-479 BC) 
Without life, Biology itself would be impossible. 
Without love intelligence is dangerous; without intelligence love is not enough. 
Without marriage, love is a cheese souffle. 
Without moral and intellectual independence, there is no anchor for national independence. David 

Ben-Gurion 
Without music, life would be a mistake. Friedrich Nietzsche 
Without my sense of humor, I doubt I'd have much sense at all. 
Without oars, you cannot cross in a boat. Japanese Proverb 
Without publicity there can be no public support, and without public support every nation must 

decay. Benjamin Disraeli 
Without risk there is no opportunity for gain. 
Without self-knowledge, without understanding the working and functions of his machine, man 

cannot be free, he cannot govern himself and he will always remain a slave. George Gurdjieff 
Without sleep, no health. English Proverb 
Without tact you can learn nothing. Benjamin Disraeli 
Without the human community one single human being cannot survive. Dalai Lama 
Without the most clear-eyed adjustments we fall and get crushed. A man must stay sober: not 

always, but most of the time. Clarence Day 



Without trust, words become the hollow sound of a wooden gong. With trust, words become life 
itself. John Harold 

Without wood, a fire goes out; without gossip, quarrelling stops. Solomon 
Wives are young men's mistresses, companions for middle age, and old men's nurses. Francis 

Bacon (1561-1626) 
Woe to the hand that shed this costly blood. William Shakespeare 
Woe to the makers of literal translations, who by rendering every word weaken the meaning! It is 

indeed by so doing that we can say the letter kills and the spirit gives life. Voltaire (1694-1778) 
Woe to the man whose heart has not learned while young to hope, to love and to put its trust in life. 

Joseph Conrad 
Woman: A person who will look in a mirror any time - except when she's pulling out of a parking 

space. Atchison 
Woman : creature who acts nice to you because she doesn't like you, or mean, because she does. 
Woman learns how to hate in proportion as she forgets how to charm. Friedrich Nietzsche 
Woman: She needs no eulogy; she speaks for herself. 
Woman: Someone who reaches for a chair when answering the telephone. 
Woman was God's second mistake. Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) 
Woman's at best a contradiction still. Alexander Pope (1688-1744) 
Woman's honor is nice as ermine; it will not bear a soil. John Dryden 
Women always worry about the things that men forget; men always worry about the things that 

women remember. 
Women and cats will do as they please and men and dogs should relax and get used to the idea. 

Robert A. Heinlein 
Women and foxes, being weak, are distinguished by superior tact. Ambrose Bierce 
Women and guitars, almost always out of tune. Spanish Proverb 
Women and guitars, you have to have a knack for tuning them. Spanish Proverb 
Women and music should never be dated. Goldsmith 
Women are great leaders. You are following one 
Women are great talkers. 
Women are highly dangerous in inexperienced hands. 
Women are like guitars - it depends on who is "playing" them. Mexican Proverb 
Women are like guitars, when they're not being played (touched) they don't produce any sound. 

Mexican Proverb 
Women are meant to be loved, not to be understood. Oscar Wilde 
Women are necessary evils. 
Women are never disarmed by compliments. Men always are. That is the difference between the 

sexes. Oscar Wilde 
Women are not forgiven for ageing.  Robert Redford's lines of distinction are my old-age wrinkles. 

Jane Fonda 
Women are the quickest to learn the 3R's: this is R's, that's R's, everything's R's ! 
Women are wiser than men because they know less and understand more. James Stephens 
Women:  Can't live with 'em, can't shoot 'em... 
Women decide the larger questions of life correctly and quickly, not because they are lucky 

guessers, not because they practise a magic inherited from savagery, but simply and solely 
because they have sense. They see at a glance what most men could not see with searchlights and 
telescopes. H. L. (Henry Lewis) Mencken 

Women do not like timid men. Cats do not like prudent rats. Henry Lewis Mencken 
Women doctors have the advantage of being able to combine medical guesswork with feminine 

intuition. 
Women dress alike all over the world: they dress to be annoying to other women. Elsa Schiaparelli 



Women have a much better time than men because there are more things forbidden them. Oscar 
Wilde 

Women have got to make the world safe for men since men have made it so darned unsafe for 
women. Lady Nancy Astor 

Women have more imagination than men - they need it to tell us how wonderful we are. 
Women have the feeling that since they didn't make the rules, the rules have nothing to do with 

them. Diane Johnson 
Women laugh when they can, and weep when they will. Baldwin 
Women like silent men. They think they're listening. 
Women like to attend weddings, to hear the big, juicy promises the bridegroom makes. E. W. Howe 
Women love the simple things in life - men. 
Women most enjoy receiving the kind of letters that should never be written. 
Women never get the benefit of a doubt. If they don't look good they might as well be bad. Kin 

Hubbard 
Women see better than men. Men see lazily, if they do not expect to act. Women see quite without 

any wish to act. Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 
Women talk the whole day without knowing anything. 
Women tend to have excellent memories for tasks that males generally forget. 
Women understand men better than any man understands women. Since knowledge is power, 

woman has a control over man which man never has over her. J. A. Spender 
Women want mediocre men, and men are working hard to become as mediocre as possible. 

Margaret Mead 
Women want one man to meet every need; men want every woman to meet one need. 
Women wear the breeches. Robert Burton (1576-1640) 
Women who desire to be like men, lack ambition. 
Women who seek to be equal to men lack ambition. (Bumper sticker) 
Women who seek to be equal with men lack ambition. Timothy Leary 
Women who want to be equal to men lack ambition. 
Women will never be as successful as men because they have no wives to advise them. Dick Van 

Dyke 
Women's advice leads to disaster. Assamese Proverb 
Women's creed: Men are like linoleum. If you lay them right the first time, you can walk on them 

for 20 years. 
Women's intuition is the result of millions of years of not thinking. Rupert Hughes 
Women's libbers are ok, I just wouldn't want my sister to marry one. 
Women's minds are cleaner than men's - they change them more often. Oliver Herford 
Women's taste in neckties is as bad as men's in chintz. 
Wonder is the basis of worship. Thomas Carlyle 
Wonder is the daughter of ignorance. 
Wonders will never cease. 
Wondrous is the strength of cheerfulness, and its power of endurance the cheerful man will do more 

in the same time, will do it better, will preserve it longer, than the sad or sullen. Thomas Carlyle 
Word a mout' no load 'pon head. Jamaican Proverb 
Word is a shadow of deed. Democritus 
Word of mouth is the best medium of all. William Bernbach 
Words and feathers the wind carries away. 
Words are but wind. 
Words are heavy like rocks... they weigh you down.  If birds could talk, they wouldn't be able to fly. 

Marilyn 



Words are like leaves; and where they most abound, / Much fruit of sense beneath is rarely found. 
Alexander Pope (1688-1744) 

Words are like spears, once they leave your lips they never come back. Yoruban Proverb 
Words are men's daughters, but God's sons are things. Samuel Johnson (1709-1784) 
Words are, of course, the most powerful drug used by mankind. Rudyard Kipling 
Words are often seen hunting for an idea, but ideas are never seen hunting for words. Josh Billings 

(H.W. Shaw) 
Words are potent weapons for all causes, good or bad. Manly P. Hall 
Words are silver, silence in golden. Tunisian Arabic Proverb 
Words are the coins making up the currency of sentences, and there are always too many small 

coins. Jules Renard 
Words are the daughters of earth, and deeds are the sons of heaven. Indian Saying 
Words are the most powerful drug used by mankind. Rudyard Kipling 
Words are the only things that last forever. William Hazlitt 
Words are the physicians of a mind diseased. Aeschylus (525-456 BC) 
Words are the voice of the heart. 
Words are tools which automatically carve concepts out of experience. Julian Sorrell Huxley 
Words are wise men's counters, they do but reckon with them, but they are the money of fools. 

Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) 
Words, as is well known, are great foes of reality. Joseph Conrad (1857-1924) 
Words bind men. 
Words differently arranged have a different meaning and meanings differently arranged have a 

different effect. Blaise Pascal 
Words form the thread on which we string our experiences. Aldous Huxley 
Words give you a medium, if you will, and make your message part of the human thought process. 

Words are as portable as the human being who hears them. James J. Jordan, Jr. 
Words have a longer life than deeds. 
Words have power. 
Words hurt more than swords. 
Words may pass, but blows fall heavy. John Ray 
Words mean more than we mean to express when we use them: so a whole book ought to mean a 

great deal more than the writer meant. Lewis Carroll 
Words must be weighed, not counted. Polish Proverb 
Words often do worse than blows. German Proverb 
Words, once they are printed, have a life of their own. Carol Burnett 
Words - so innocent and powerless as they are, as standing in a dictionairy, how potent for good and 

evil they become in the hands of one who knows how to combine them. Nathanial Hawthorne 
Words that enlighten are more precious than jewels. Hazrat Inayat Khan 
Words without actions are the assassins of idealism. Herbert Hoover 
Work 8 hours, sleep 8 hours; but not the same 8 hours. 
Work and play are words used to describe the same thing under differing conditions. Mark Twain 
Work consists of whatever a body is obliged to do, and play consists of whatever a body is not 

obliged to do. Mark Twain 
Work expands to fill available time. (Parkinson's First Law) 
Work expands to fill the time available for its completion. 
Work fascinates me. I could just sit and watch it for hours. 
Work harder on being lovable than on being loved. 
Work is a form of nervousness. Don Herold 
Work is either fun or drudgery. It depends on your attitude. I like fun. Colleen C. Barrett 
Work is love made visible. Kahlil Gibran 



Work is of two kinds: first, altering the position of matter at or near the earth's surface relatively to 
other such matter; second, telling other people to do so. The first kind is unpleasant and ill paid; 
the second is pleasant and highly paid. Bertrand Russell 

Work is the curse of the drinking classes. Oscar Wilde 
Work is the grand cure for all maladies and miseries that ever beset mankind - honest work, which 

you intend getting done. Carlyle (1795-1881) 
Work is the greatest thing in the world, so we should always save some of it for tomorrow. Don 

Herold 
Work is the meat of life, pleasure the dessert. Bertie Charles Forbes 
Work is the open sesame of every portal, the great equalizer in the world, the true philosopher's 

stone which transmutes all the base metal of humanity into gold. Sir William Osler 
Work is the province of cattle. Dorothy Parker 
Work like you don't need the money. Love like you've never been hurt. Dance like nobody's 

watching. Satchel Paige 
Work makes free (Arbeit macht frei). Nazi Slogan 
Work off excess energy. Steal something heavy. 
Work out your own salvation.  Do not depend on others. Buddha 
Work out your salvation with diligence. Buddha 
Work smarder and not harder and be careful of yor speling. 
Work: The worst thing you can do for your health. Howard Brubaker 
Work to survive, survive by consuming, survive to consume; the hellish cycle is complete. Raoul 

Vaneigem 
Workers these days don't mind putting in an honest day's work. Trouble is, it takes 'em a week to do 

it. 
Working in the theatre has a lot in common with unemployment. Arthur Gingold 
World-wide practice of Conservation and the fair and continued access by all nations to the 

resources they need are the two indispensable foundations of continuous plenty and of permanent 
peace. Gifford Pinchot 

Worldly riches are like nuts; many clothes are torn getting them, many a tooth broke in cracking 
them, but never a belly filled with eating them. Ralph Venning 

Worries go better with soup than without. Yiddish Proverb 
Worry a little bit every day and in a lifetime you will lose a couple of years. If something is wrong, 

fix it if you can. But train yourself not to worry. Worry never fixes anything. Mary Hemingway 
Worry gives a small thing a big shadow. Swedish Proverb 
Worry is interest paid in advance for a debt you may never owe. 
Worry is interest paid on trouble before it is due. William Ralph Inge 
Worry is like a rocking chair - it gives you something to do and gets you nowhere. Marilyn August 
Worry is like a rocking chair, it will give you something to do, but it won't get you anywhere. 
Worry is like sand in an oyster - a little produces a pearl, too much kills the animal. M. Cox 
Worry is misuse of imagination. 
Worry is the fertizer for our garden of problems - the more we fertilize the greater they grow. 

Florence 
Worry is the interest paid by those who borrow trouble. George Washington Lyon 
Worry is the interest paid on tomorrow's troubles. 
Worry is wasting today's time to clutter up tomorrow's opportunities with yesterday's troubles. 
Worry takes as much time as work and pays less. 
Worrying is the most natural and spontaneous of all human functions. It is time to acknowledge 

this, perhaps even to learn to do it better. Lewis Thomas 
Worse things happen at sea. English Proverb 
Worst: Least best. 



Worth begets in base minds, envy; in great souls, emulation. Henry Fielding 
Worth seeing?  Yes, but not worth going to see. 
Would each reform himself and spare his neighbor. Frank Putnam 
Would it help if I got out and pushed? 
Would that reason were as contagious as emotion. 
Would ye both eat your cake and have your cake? 
Would you fly in an airliner designed and built by the lowest bidder? 
Would you live with ease, do what you ought, and not what you please. Benjamin Franklin (1706-

1790) 
Wranglers never want words. Thomas Draxe 
Wrinkled purses make wrinkled faces. French Proverb 
Wrinkles are sure signs of where smiles have been. 
Wrinkles should merely indicate where smiles have been. Mark Twain 
Wrinkles: Something other people have. You have character lines. 
Write a wise saying and your name will live forever. Anonymous 
Write all adverbial forms correct. 
Write down the advice of him who loves you, though you like it not at present. 
Write down your ideas before you forget them. (Fifth Creative Rule of The Thumb) 
Write in the sand the flaws of your friend. Pythagoras 
Write it on your heart that every day is the best day in the year. No man has learned anything 

rightly, until he knows that every day is Doomsday. Emerson (1803-1882) 
Write on my gravestone: "Infidel, Traitor." Infidel to every church that compromises with wrong; 

traitor to every government that oppresses the people. Wendell Phillips 
Writer's Block: numb de plume - Plagiarism: the unoriginal sin. 
Writers seldom choose as friends those self-contained characters who are never in trouble, never 

unhappy or ill, never make mistakes, and always count their change when it is handed to them. 
Catherine Drinker Bowen 

Writers seldom write the things they think. They simply write the things they think other folks think 
they think. Elbert Hubbard 

Writing a book is like washing an elephant: there's no good place to begin or end, and it's hard to 
keep track of what you've already covered. 

Writing about music is like dancing about architecture. 
Writing carefully, dangling participles must be avoided. (William Safire's 12th Rule for Writers) 
Writing destroys the memory. 
Writing free verse is like playing tennis with the net down. Robert Frost 
Writing has laws of perspective, of light and shade just as painting does, or music. If you are born 

knowing them, fine. If not, learn them. Then rearrange the rules to suit  yourself. Truman Capote 
(1924-1984) 

Writing is easy. All you do is stare at a blank sheet of paper until drops of blood form on your 
forehead. Gene Fowler (1890-1960) 

Writing is like getting married. One should never commit oneself until one is amazed at one's luck. 
Iris Murdoch 

Writing is not necessarily something to be ashamed of, but do it in private and wash your hands 
afterwards. Robert Heinlein 

Writing is the only profession where no one considers you ridiculous if you earn no money. Jules 
Renard 

Written laws are like spiders' webs, and will like them only entangle and hold the poor and weak, 
while the rich and powerful will easily break through them. Anacharsis (fl. B.C. 600) 

Wrong has no warranty. 
Wrong hears, wrong answer gives. 



Wrong is but falsehood put in practice. Walter S. Landor 
Wrong laws make short governance. Harding 
Wrong never comes right. 
Wrong never lies in unequal rights; it lies in the pretension of equal rights. Friedrich Nietzsche 
(1844-1900) 


